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Lagoon Day Raft-Up (Chilly Chilly Nite…)
Chilly Chilly Nite was the consensus the morning after the MYC Raftup and Overnight
Cruise performed in celebration of Indian
River Lagoon Day, on April 8th-9th. Due to
forecasts of inclement weather, the fleet wisely
decided to head north to the shelter of the
Pineda causeway, ready for a strong Northeasterly wind to carry us home—rather than
fighting our way back from Sebastian.
Strong Westerlies provided a nice reach up river, but caused the
raftup anchor boat – Island Time – to drag. We re-anchored the raft
(twice), but eventually gave up when the wind speed reached about 25
Kts. However we all got back together on Island Time for the usual
sharing of the hors d’oevres, and some pickin’ and grinnin’ on the
foredeck well into the night.
The next morning, the wind was cold and brisk from the Northeast,
and there were no boats other than the MYC fleet out for the scheduled Lagoon Day Parade. A hardy chaplain in a small runabout was
delighted to find us anchored there, and blessed us all with a good
sprinkling of holy water we as set off back down river with nary another boat in sight. We received a hero’s welcome and siren salute
from the Lagoon Day organizer Dave Botto as we passed under the

IMPORTANT NOTICE
There will be NO Board Meeting the last week of May.
There will be NO Membership meeting the first week of June.
Nearly the entire group of Officers & Board, plus a good portion of the membership, will be cruising or otherwise occupied
during late May and early June. There will not be enough Officers for a quorum at either meeting. A decision was made at
the last Board meeting to cancel these meetings.
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Melbourne causeway. We also were photographed from the causeway by
Brenda Shadbolt and were given prints at TGIF of our boats “from the air”.
Shish KeBurn-it

The Becketts are now a
two-boat family.
Sherry’s
interest in racing, which
started at last year’s Mermaid Regatta, has culminated with the purchase of
Fast Lane from Florida
Tech. With a little help from
me and a lot of help from
Gary Smith and her lady
crew, Sherry has spent a lot
of time (and money) getting
Fast Lane marginally ready
to race in this weekend’s
Spring Regatta. Look out
guys, the ladies will be
tough when the boat gets in
real racing trim.
I hope the turnout for the
last Rum Race is an indicator of a good participation in
the Spring Regatta. The
last race had about a dozen
boats entered to try out the
racing committee’s new
handicap system. I have
yet to hear any complaints
with only a one-race sample. Hasty has been putting
in a lot of time repainting
marks
and
planning
courses, I hope the weather
cooperates and we get a
good turnout of boats.
If you have an opportunity,
come to the club during one
of Dave Noble’s current
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Turn out for the Shish Kebab Burn-it on the 14th was high, with about 50
people getting their full AMA-approved quota of skewered fresh vegetables
to scorch on the grill. Dave Silverman also showed up at the last minute
with the generous donation of a crate of sweet corn-on-the-cob to share,
which we all enjoyed. Many thanks to fireman Jack Bibb, to Sue (and me)
for preparing the 100 plus veggie kebabs, and to all the other friends who
jumped in to help set up and clean up for this event.

Cruise News
I understand that Gus and Mary Williams, Chuck and Nancy Harris, and
Jerry Kowalski set off early on Saturday, May 6th, for the Abacos. The
Williams (at least) are making a long trip of it, - down to Harbour Island on
Eleuthera and on to the Berry Isles. We hope they have a great trip.
Several other boats are setting off for the Abacos later this month, so if
you’d like to join a group it’s not too late to contact Lenny or Sherry Beckett and find out who’s going and when.

Upcoming Events
By now the MYC Spring Regatta will be history, but I know at least the
first day of races was fun, with many others coming in to enjoy the Beer
and Barbecue Bash put on by new members Ross and Jackie Herbert. With
fine weather, enthusiastic sailors, and a keg of beer still available, Sunday
should wrap up a delightful weekend on the water. Well done, Hasty!
Hasty is in the spotlight again next weekend when he hosts his famous and
(Continued on page 3)

pram classes and see how competent these kids have become
and witness first hand how much fun they are having. Dave reports he will have about 15 in the next beginner/intermediate
class. With that kind of participation the investment in new prams
was money well spent.
The board of directors is sorry for any inconvenience the broken
main gate caused. Thanks to Gabe Denes, the keyboard was replaced very quickly and everything is back working normally.
I will be off to the Bahamas for three weeks starting May 26th, as
will a bunch of other folks from MYC. See you when we get back.
-Lenny Beckett, Commodore
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fabulous Moonlit Seafood Raft-up Saturday May 13th. Don’t be shy
about asking if there is room aboard a boat if you want to come along,
there is always plenty of seating room and extra crew is always helpful. – And, don’t forget the Rum Race Summer Series starts Friday
May 12th.

Summer is Coming…
… and for those who can’t stand the heat, - get out of Florida. Sue and
I area leaving May 23rd to base ourselves for four months in our seaside
“caravan” in Sully, South Wales (- Gilbert, our Sully ‘Van). Stop by and
stay a while if you can make it across “the pond” this year.
Our Commodore, Lenny Beckett, will be filling in for me as Entertainment Chairman until we get back October 1st. I’ll still be available by
email though, and we will be keeping up with MYC activities over the
Web.
Some of the highlights of the upcoming MYC Summer Entertainment
Program are:
June 11th – MYC Long Distance Race – Hasty
July 15th – Cruise to Acapulcoville – Rachele
Aug 19th – Bunko Party - Mary Williams
Sept 23rd – Mermaid Regatta Fashion Show – Laurie Saunders?
You guys keep having fun, and we’ll see you all in time for the MYC
Octoberfest celebration (Oct 28th).
- Chris Reynolds, Vice Commodore & Entertainment Chairman

Treasurer’s Report
Well after much gnashing of teeth and blue language, we
are on our way to the Bahamas w/ Gus and Mary Williams, et
al. Already we find Gus and Mary with a broken head on the
eve of the journey. Is this getting the worst out of the way, or
are the maintenance problems just beginning? We'll see.
Be back in 5-6 weeks. See you all then...
- Chuck Harris, Treasurer

Bulletin Board
MYC Officer/Board
Email Addresses
Lenny:
LennyBeckett@aol.com
Chris:
ReynoldsCC@aol.com
Sally: Castawaypoint@email.msn.com
Chuck H: chuck@canvasconnection.com
Chuck B: CABaird@worldnet.att.net
Gabe:
not yet
Tony:
BarileTM@aol.com
Dave:
NobleDC@gateway.net
Hasty:
hasty@digital.net
Newsletter: myc@dataflowsys.com

Parking Plea
Please do not park in the
area of the lower lot, in
and around the pram rack
and mast up storage, during sailing classes.
Classes are normally
scheduled Thursday 6 to
8 pm, and Saturday 9 am.
to 12:30.

Got a contribution for the newsletter?
⇒ E-mail it to:

tell-tale@melbourneyachtclub.com
⇒ Drop it off in the box marked

Club Lock Combinations Have Changed

‘Newsletter’ in
the MYC kitchen
⇒ Bring it to the membership meeting
(PC format floppy or print-out)

On April 30, all the combinations to the Club facilities were
changed. You should have received your new membership card,
with the new combinations listed.

Please include name & phone number
in case we need to contact you.

Call Sally Wakefield if you don’t receive your card, or
Gabe Denes if you have problems with the locks.
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Spring Regatta Results
WHAT FUN! 35 boats turned out
for MYC’s 53rd annual regatta May 6th
and 7th.

le

Spring Regatta
Race Results

e

22 Cruisers and 13 small boats enjoyed two days of marvelous weather
(clear blue skies, wind 8-12 kt from
the E) and four very lively races.

t

A new format was tried, with the races being two laps around a
short course, and the non-spinnaker boats starting first, forcing some
of the faster spinnaker boats to sail through them. This made for
some lively boat-for-boat interaction, and shortened the time between
the races. An anticipated by-product of all boats finishing within a
short period of time was that many boats arrived at the dock within a
short period of time. However, the traffic jam was handled with courtesy and good nature by the racers, who then adjourned to the lounge
to lie to one another about how they almost won. The actual winners
were everyone who raced, but the ones who placed are listed below.

MANY THANKS!!! to all the Regatta helpers:
Tony Barile, Gabe Denes, Lenny Beckett – Cruiser Race Committee
George Behnke, Skip Seiler – One Design Race Committee
Karen Knockel – Registration

John Russell – Handicapping

Grant Ball – Chase Boat

Spinnaker Class
1st – Gary Smith – Five Speed
2nd – Bob Sowden &
Karen Knockel – Volant
3rd – Dave Noble – Spraylash

Non-Spinnaker Class
1st – Dick King – Jagged Edge
2nd – Brad Ruffe –
Mercury Rising
3rd – Jerry Ross – Sleighride

Portsmouth Monohull
1st – Dave Silverman – Sunfish
2nd – Michael Barile – Sunfish
3rd – Jerry Butz – Precision 15

Portsmouth Multihull
1st – Brian Karr – Catamaran
2nd – Greg Henry – Nacra 5.5
3rd – Dave Andrews – Hobie 16

Ross & Jackie Herbert – Barbecue Dinner
Chris Reynolds – Bartending
Sherry Beckett – Computerized Race Sheets
Brent Saunders – Donated Laptop
- Hasty Miller, Fleet Captain

1st – Jerry Ross – Sleighride
2nd – Dave ??

Another view from a participant...

3rd – Rick Crockett – Maverick

Based on turn-out alone, the MYC Spring Regatta was a huge success. Several people exclaimed to me over the weekend that they
couldn’t believe how many boats turned out for the race. Hasty
Miller’s promotional efforts to spread the word about the regatta earlier, and to a wider audience—really made a difference.
In addition, the weather was perfect and the new handicap system
for non-spinnaker boats seem to be having the desired effect—
getting more boats out on the water.
- Sherry “Crunch” Beckett
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Spring Rum Race
Series Results

Summer Rum Race
Dates
May 12 – Summer Rum Race #1
May 26 – Summer Rum Race #2
June 9 – Summer Rum Race #3
June 23 – Summer Rum Race #4
July 7 – Summer Rum Race #5
July 21 – Summer Rum Race #6
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House Report
For a change, my report is short and to the point:

Five Speed’s Crew Relaxing Between Races
Dave Noble
Spraylash

Karen Knockel / Volant

Dick King / Jagged Edge

Michael Barile / Sunfish

Spring Regatta Photos
Sleighride,
heading for the
finish line
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1. The gate keypad went on the fritz, but now it is
fixed
2. After some dilemmas, the lock combination on
the gate and doors were changed on Sunday
Apr 30.
3. The bids are in for the tables, chairs, and other
bits for the lounge. The bid was approved and
the items are ordered. Delivery will be within 60
days.
4. Bids are in for the re-carpeting of the lounge
and the re-tiling of the Ballroom, kitchen, bar,
and bathrooms. These will probably be approved at the next board meeting and will be
ordered thereafter. I have a goal to have all
house refurbishing completed before the Fall
Regatta.
5. I am seeking a bid for the paving of the East
yard.
6. I am also contemplating the screening and repair of the East back patio
7. I have entered a keypad number on the gate for
transients and repair personnel. The dockmaster and his helpers have this number—call them
before you give it to anyone.
Final Note: This is YOUR club. Keep all doors and
gates locked. You are not to give the main combination numbers to anyone, except to immediate
family—wife and kids living within your household,
and no one else. I have seen people roaming
around the club whom I believe are not club members.
- Gabe Denes,, Rear Commodore / House

Dave Silverman / Sunfish
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Boat U.S. Group Membership
Saves You $$$
We have renewed our Cooperating Group Membership with Boat
U.S. for another year. This gives
MYC members a 50% discount
when joining or renewing existing Boat U.S. memberships—at $9.50 instead of the normal $19.00 rate.
Boat U.S. membership provides the following:

•

An effective lobby that fights unfair fees, taxes
and government regulations

•

Discounts on fuel, overnight slips, and repairs at
more than 500 marinas

•

Low-cost, high protection boat insurance

•

On-The-Water Towing Services with a $50 per
incident policy free with memberhsip

New Pram Class Learning the
Ropes in Melbourne Harbor

See Chris Reynolds for Boat U.S. applications, if
you are not already a member. If you are renewing
your membership, use our Group # GA80782Y on
your renewal form to get the discount.

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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