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We started the month as usual with Birthday cake served on the 1st
at TGIF.
August 9th saw 25 members imbibing in a wine tasting party put on
by Bar Manager Ross Herbert. Members tried and rated six different
wines. I won’t name names, but a few people weaved their way back
to their cars. Thank heavens for DD’s
Barb Ehnert hosted the hors d‘oeuvres part of the evening, with
Sally Anderson and myself assisting. It was hard to decide which part
of the evening was better! Special thanks to Jack Leahy for volunteering at the bar.
August 15 was a Dine-In from Franco’s, also hosted by Ross Herbert. Over 60 people waddled from the tables after eating those special garlic rolls, salad, lasagna & canola. Great food again! Jack and
Jacki Leahy assisted.

Newsletter Editors
tell-tale@melbourneyachtclub.com
Sherry Beckett
779-3024
Pete Anderson
773-6848

SEPTEMBER
12
13
19
20-21
24
26

Fall Rum Race
Work day at the club
Katie Pettibone Welcome
Mermaid Regatta
Board Meeting
Fall Rum Race

OCTOBER
1
3
10
18-19
25-26
29

General Meeting
Birthday TGIF
Fall Rum Race
Fall Regatta, One Design
Fall Regatta, PHRF & M24 &
Sunfish
Board Meeting
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We were partying again on the 23rd. Faye Bitzer hosted a Bunko
Party. Six tables of old and new (I meant experience, not age)
shouted, threw trolls, ate candy and acted rowdy. We were treated to
great desserts at break and fun prizes at the end of the evening.
It was especially fun to have Melanie on the party side of the bar!
Thanks to Jack for volunteering on the bar. Thanks also to those who
helped clean up. Our Commodore Rob was seen hauling trash to the
dumpster.
Labor Day Weekend saw approximately ten boats taking a cruise to
Sebastian Inlet. Lots of people partied on Rainbow Chaser Saturday
night, drinking a blue concoction called the Sea of Abaco. With a sunfish and a Trinker available for playing, members also enjoyed the
warm water.
Birthdays were celebrated at TGIF on the 6th.
The rest of September will revolve around the 25th Annual MYC
Mermaid Regatta.
- Jacki Leahy, Entertainment Director
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Whispers from the Grog Locker
Last month we had a Franco’s
Dine-in. There were 67 dinners
served with enough lasagna, rolls,
and salad left over to feed the
Adult Sailing class the next day.
As September and October are
very “event” busy, I am planning
the next Dine-in for November.
I am planning a Soup Cook -off, so we are looking
for several members to join as contestant cook s
and the Club members will be the judges. Please
let me know if you are interested in sharing your
favorite soup recipe with the club.

I presented the Board’s
financial supporting data
for the dock rate increase
at an exciting General
Meeting. The membership voted to continue
discussion on the topic of
rate increases. Please
check elsewhere in the
Tell Tales for the presentation or look on the
MYC web site. We will be working with several past
officers to develop a rate increase proposal. It is clear
the club membership needs to address impending dock
expenses. Stay tuned.

Mike and Barbara Ehnert, and I put on a Wine
Tasting with the help of Jack and Jacki Leahy and
many others. The Wine Tasting was attended by
around 30 members. We all tasted six different
wines (Kenwood Chardonnay Yulupa, Glen Ellen
White Zinfandel, Blackstone California Merlot,
Forest Glen Forest Fire Merlot; the mystery wine,
Pighin Pinot Grigio, and Croft Tawny port) and
scored them. I have summarized the scores below:

Please check under the docks for alligators before using the ramp and waterfront. Several have been seen
beneath the docks. The Fish & Wildlife continues to
hold the alligator as a protected species however the
Board will request in writing that the alligator(s) be
trapped. Meanwhile look out.

Winery/Wine

Rating/Stock

Kenwood Chardonnay Yulupa
5.3
Glen Ellen White Zinfandel
3.5
Blackstone California Merlot
7.0
Forest Glen Forest Fire Merlot 4.6
Pighin Pinot Grigio
6.3
Croft Tawny port
8.1
After the tasting the attendees were given the
opportunity to taste their favorites at $1.00 per
glass.
Given the results of the wine tasting surveys, I
have added the Blackstone California Merlot the
bar’s inventory at $3.00 per glass. While the Croft
Tawny Port was well received, we already have a
very good Port in stock in the Sandeman’s Founder’s Reserve.
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Please plan on helping out at the House work party on
Saturday, September 13.
Obligatory hurricane preparatory message:
Again I urge all MYC boaters and especially those
members with their boats in MYC slips to prepare for
the upcoming hurricane season. Changes to the MYC
dock rules several years ago REQUIRE that roller furling headsails and other loose objects like dinghies be
removed from your boat when the club is under a hurricane warning. Please plan accordingly. These rules are
designed to prevent your boat from trying to sail during
a hurricane with disastrous consequences for all.
- Rob Van Name, Commodore

As usual, if there is anything, Bar or Kitchen,
you see that we need, please send me an eMail at
ross2629@bellsouth.net (the best way), or let a
Bar Committee member know at the next TGIF.
- Ross Herbert, Rear Commodore
Director of Bar & Food
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The new/old 18-foot RC boat is in use and is
very helpful. A work party on September 6 will
apply a barrier coat (thanks to Jim Edwards),
bottom paint and an automatic bilge pump
(thanks to John Russell.)
After a busy season of teaching, the MYC
fleet of sailboats needs attention during the
September 13 work party. I'm looking for some
fiberglass repair to hulls, reattaching sails to
spars, applying MYC lettering to hulls and sails,
tell-tales for a half-dozen sails and three new rudder pins for the Sunfish.
We also need a sail, rudder and dagger board for the third club Laser. About 30 feet of soft 1/4 inch line for outhauls, vangs and travelers
on various boats would be helpful.
Thanks to Bob Boska for repairing the dagger board and rudder for
the second Laser.

Bulletin Board
Your Mother Doesn’t
Live Here
Remember the sign in your
college dorm that said
“Your Mother doesn’t live
here—please clean up after
yourself?’
Please keep that in mind
when you’re leaving a table in
the bar—take a minute to
clean up after yourself and
your friends...

We need to replace the floatation bags on the Optimist Pram fleet.
Most of them are aged, full of leaks and don't hold air during a class.
Any ideas? Tire sealant, spray foam, or gluing foam blocks into the
hulls? Six boats, 3 bags each...
The final sailing class of the season has 10 adult students and is going very well. We are using the Snipe, Laser(s), six Sunfish and Richard Robecki's Hunter 146. We're doing special classes for the small
boat racers in the Mermaid Regatta.
There's a growing demand for extending the classes for kids and
adults. I'm willing as long as we don't try to sail on Nov/Dec/Jan cold
front days.
A final note about the Walter Erben Memorial Award. As much as I'm
honored by this, I must pay respect to Dave Noble. He was my mentor
on the sailing classes and he was the one who really revived the small
boat racing at MYC. I'm just trying to fill his large shoes.

MYC Officer/Board
Email Addresses
Rob:

R.VanName@ieee.org
Rhonda: Rhonda@CSIHQ.com
Ross:
ross2629@bellsouth.net
Art:
sailon@earthlink..net
Brent: sweptaway@cfl.rr.com
Gary:
fivespeed05@hotmail.com
Gabe: Sirveyor2@cfl.rr.com
Tony:
BarileTM@aol.com
John
john@macneillj.com
Sherry: ITBecketts@aol.com
Pete:
pand701@bellsouth.net
Newsletter: tell-tale@
melbourneyachtclub.com

With gratitude for all the help,
- John MacNeill, Youth Director

A message from the Secretary
Several of the members are listed in the directory as (for example)
"The Ahrens's" instead of "Art and Alice Ahrens" Since there are many
people with identical last names, this method of listing our members in
the directory adds lots of needless work on the secretary. If you are
one of these parties, please go into the directory, and change your
names to "Mr. and Mrs. (last name)". If you need help, or cannot
change your listing, please contact me. Thanks!!
Art
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Got a contribution for
the newsletter?
E-mail it to:
tell-tale@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include name &
phone number.
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MYC Dock Rates Presentation
The following material was presented at the general meeting on September 3rd by Rob Van Name

STATUS OF RESERVE ACCOUNTS
• AS OF JULY 2003:
•
•
•
•
•

House Reserve
$10,010.00
Dock Reserve
$19,669.44
Fleet/Youth Reserve$2,372.00
Working Capital
$10,000.00
Total Reserves
$42,051.21

– 2003 BUDGETED CAPITAL EXPENSES
OF $6,000 ARE TO BE SUBTRACTED
FROM THE TOTAL RESERVES AS HAS
BEEN THE PRACTICE , REDUCING THE
RESERVES.
Reserve vs Cash
$90,000.00
$80,000.00

Cash

$70,000.00
$60,000.00
$50,000.00
$40,000.00
$30,000.00

Total Reserve

$20,000.00

Dock Reserve

$10,000.00
$0.00
1993
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DOCK RESERVES
( IN THOUSANDS )
$100.00

NEW
DOCK
RATES

$50.00
$0.00
2002
-$50.00

2004

2006

2008

2010

2012

-$100.00
-$150.00
-$200.00

EXISTING
DOCK RATES

DOCK CAPITAL NEEDS
Outer Pilings
Dock & Decking
Dock Electrical
Hoist
Dredging
Total over 10 years

$23,000.00
$100,000.00
$24,300.00
$7,400.00
$120,000.00
$274,700.00

THIS IS $27,400 PER YEAR THAT SHOULD BE
GOING INTO THE DOCK RESERVES.
WE CURRENTLY PUT $5,400 INTO DOCK
RESERVES
September 2003
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LRPC PROJECTIONS OF DOCK
REPLACEMENT EXPENSES
• RECENT ANALYSIS LEADS US TO BELIEVE THE
ESTIMATES ARE LOW
• RESULTS OF RECENT UNDERWATER
EXAMINATION OF OUTER PILINGS:13 OF 43( 30% )
DETERIORATED AND NEED REPLACEMENT
• EXTRAPOLATED TO DOCKS: 30% OF 127 PILINGS
OR 38 PILINGS ARE DETERIORATED AND NEED
REPLACEMENT

LRPC PROJECTIONS OF DOCK
REPLACEMENT EXPENSES

• LRPC ASSUMED PIECE MEAL
REPLACEMENT OF DOCK PILINGS & A REDECKING
• PREVIOUS DOCK COMMITTEES TRIED TO
HAVE SUPPLIERS REPLACE INDIVIDUAL
PILINGS - SUPPLIERS NOT INTERESTED IN
REPLACING JUST A FEW PILINGS
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CLUB INCOME CURRENTLY
Club Activities
$
56,791.93
Member Dues
$
39,653.79
Dingy and Trailer Storage
$
2,605.00
Dock Rental
$
54,171.82
Initiation Fees
$
9,240.00
Mast Up Storage $
1,089.70
Misc
$
3,200.00
TOTAL
$ 168,754.24
September 2003
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ESTIMATED 2004 INCOME/
PROPOSED INCREASE
C lub Activities
Member Dues
D ingy and Trailer Storage
D o c k R e n tal
Initiation Fees
Mast Up Storage
M is c
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$ 56,791.93
$ 39,653.79
$
3,204.15
$ 85,000.00
$
9,240.00
$
1,699.93
$
3,200.00
$ 198,789.80
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COMMERCIAL ZONING
IMPACT ON MYC OPS
• LICENSED COMMERCIAL
CONTRACTORS REQUIRED (LESS DO
IT YOURSELF ALLOWED)
• BUILDING PERMITS CAN ONLY BE
FILED BY LICENSED COMMERCIAL
CONTRACTORS

CONCLUSION
• RAISE DOCK RATES & INCREASE DOCK
RESERVES AS PROPOSED TO COVER:
– 10 YEAR DOCK NEEDS
– FUNDING CAPITAL EXPENSES WITHOUT
TAKING THEM FROM THE RESERVES
– PRESENT & GAIN APPROVAL FOR RATE
INCREASES
– HAVE OUTER PILINGS REPLACED
10
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FLEET NEWS

House Report & Other Ramblings

WALTER ERBEN MEMORIAL AWARD
GOES TO JOHN MACNEIL

The summer certainly has flown by. It’s hard to believe
we have all of this work to do!

John MacNeil was recognized for his tireless efforts to promote sailing at Melbourne Yacht Club and
in Brevard County by being awarded the Walter Erben Memorial. Bill and Mary Anne Ward from Cocoa
Beach Yacht Club award this trophy every year to
the Brevard County sailor that is most deserving.
For further details on this award, go to Melbourne
racing on www.sail-race.com and click on Walter Erben Memorial. We are very fortunate to have had
John working so diligently on our junior and our adult
sailing program. Congratulations, John!

Sweat Equity Day - Saturday, September 13: There are
several projects that need to be wrapped up before the gala
Mermaid Regatta and Fall Regatta:
¨ Screen door replacement.
¨
Extend closet & replace doors in great room.
¨ Landscape clean up, mulching, etc.
¨ Trim low trees
¨
Clean out kitchen including the refrigerator
¨ Others TBD
If anyone would like to volunteer to assist with the staining of doors or carpentry, please let Chuck Delmater or me
know. We plan to have the floors stripped and waxed following the fall regatta.

MERMAID REGATTA

Tree Trimming is Scheduled for Friday, September 19. A
contractor is coming to trim the tall palms and oak trees. Art
Rachele and company have been doing a wonder- Ahrens plans to be available to oversee the trimming by the
ful job putting together the 25th Mermaid Regatta to mast-up storage area to ensure that the trees are sufficiently
be run at Melbourne Yacht Club. This one promises cut back.
to be extra special as we have a world class woman
sailor, Katie Pettibone, coming in to be our guest
Parking. We have towed a vehicle from the lot across the
speaker. This year we are including small boat rac- street. Please let one of the board members know if you’re
ing as well as PHRF racing and, hopefully, this will leaving a car while you go cruising, however due to our parkdraw even more women racers to the event Septem- ing shortage we greatly discourage that if it can be avoided.
ber 19th through 21st. Further information at
We plan to have Kendall towing post signs.
Storage Limits. If you’re not renting a storage locker in
the annex, then please don’t store anything at MYC that
doesn’t float. There are several “odds ‘n’ ends” in the buildOur own, Scott and Dior Hubel with Performance ing across the street that are subject to being discarded.
Sail and Sport have stepped up to be title sponsors
for this very special regatta as well as the fall reParking Lot Sealing. I’m looking for volunteers to help me
gatta. Thank you Scott and Dior.
draft an RFP that we can send out to several reputable contractors, as well as for nominations regarding companies that
Planning is well underway for that same fall regatta we should contact.
and race week, October 18th through 26th. Please
- Rhonda Delmater, Vice Commodore
go to the website for further details. Also, please
note that, because of a conflict with the state championships on the first weekend, the Sunfish fleet will
race on a separate course, probably out of Ballard
SAILBOAT FOR SALE:
Park. Once again, the Melges fleet will race out of
Eau Gallie Yacht Club with Melbourne Yacht Club
1984 Islander 30 Sloop Yankee Rebel. Includes
providing all the planning and social activities. Karen autopilot, range, shower and marine head . Great
Knockel has stepped forward to assist Dave Noble coastal cruiser and club racer. Very good condition,
as a co-chairperson for the regatta.
beautiful teak, professionally maintained. New bottom
melbourne racing on www.sail-race.com.

job. Sailed regularly on Florida east coast and Baha- Gary Smith, Fleet Director mas. Many accessories included in price. Asking
$30,000. Contact Heather Whitley at (770) 944-0456.
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Membership News
Welcome to the Newest Members of MYC:
Wallie and Lynn Everest
Sponsored by Tony Barile
Tonya Meister
Sponsored by Gary Smith
David and Joan Lister
Sponsored by John MacNeill
Bill and Charlotte Parker
Sponsored by Stephen Shippee

We have Two nominations for Resident me mbership:

Ray and Alix Gogan
Sponsored by Bob Sowden

John and Nancy Fox

Except for a stint in the Air Force, Ray has
Sponsored by Jim Edwards lived and worked in the Melbourne area for his whole
adult life. He is currently a Systems Engineer with HarJohn is a self employed marine engineer, and ris Corporation. Alix moved to Melbourne in 1987 and
is a member of the Society of Naval Architects and has lived here since then. She is a Neo-natologist
Marine Engineers. Nancy is an LPN Nurse.
(newborn intensive care physician).
John has been active in one designs since
age 10. He has been sailing STARS for the past
five years with Nancy. He was fleet captain of the
Boston Harbor Star Fleet for the years 2001 and
2002. He was fleet secretary for the year 2003 and
secretary for the first District Website since 1999. In
addition he is a member of the Wareham Marine Resources Council and a Member of the Sottage Park
Yacht Club in Winthrop, Mass. They would like to
participate in the MYC racing and social activities.

Both of them have been sailing - mostly Hobie
cats - for over 30 years. During the past 6 moved
from a Hobie 18 to a Corsair 24 Trimaran and then to
their current boat, a 34-foot Gemini sailing catamaran
(Two-Can).
Ray is very interested in all the technical/
mechanical aspects of sailing and
maintaining a
cruising sailboat. Alix is interested in the logistics of
planning and stocking for extended cruising.
- Tony Barile, Membership Director

DOCK RATES MATERIAL ON WEB SITE
The dock rates presentation included on pages
4-10 of this newsletter can be found on the MYC
internet site at the following web address, with additional information included:
http://www.melbourneyachtclub.com/
MemberDatabase/SeptPresentation.pdf

DOCK SLIP FOR RENT
40 Ft. slip in Melbourne Harbor for rent. Call
Gus or Mary Williams for information at 243-8337.
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CPR CLASS

from Mary Williams

I have had quite a few people ask me about updating their CPR certification. We did a CPR class at
MYC with an American Heart Association certification
given to each individual following the 4-5 hr class
about 2 years ago. I have checked with the Health
First Education Dept. and they will be glad to come
out and do it again for us. What I do need to know, is
how many people are interested. Also, there are several types of CPR certifications so I need to know why
you are wanting the class. Please contact me if you
are interested. I do need to set a date as soon as
possible. There will be a small fee which will pay for
the instructors and books. Contact me if interested.
Mary Williams - 727-3456 or 243-8337
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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