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Fall Regatta Planning Mtg
Fall Rum Race #1
TGIF Birthdays
Adult Sailing Class Begins
‘Abacoville’ Party
Board Meeting
Fall Rum Race #2

SEPTEMBER
Membership Meeting (6:30pm)
Fall Rum Race #3
Fall Rum Race #4
Mermaid Regatta
Board Meeting

The Party Line
Bunco (Bunko?) Party—August 7
On August 7, Faye Bitzer will have had a Bunko party. I know she
will have a follow up to the evening’s event in next month’s newsletter.

TGIF Birthdays—August 13
For the month of August, we will be celebrating birthdays on August
13. It seems that since there is a rum race scheduled for that Friday
(the 13), we would have a full house. I would like to see more faces
and birthday people showing up.

‘Wasting Away in Abaco-ville’ Party—August 21

Didn't get to cruise the
islands this year? …
Come join us for a taste
of the island life!
August 21, Rachele Ross has an
Abaco party planned. As most of you
know, when Rachel plans a party, there
is sure to be plenty of fun. Please mark
your calendars and enjoy a good time.
See details in the ad on the back cover.

Mermaid Regatta—September 24-25
Get ready ladies, it is that time of the year. The Mermaid
race is set for September 25 and 26.

Lots of information will be forthcoming on these events as they get
closer. Events are popping up all the time. (If you want to help plan
one, let me know!)
For now, lets get ready to enjoy AUGUST.
- Dolores Miller, Entertainment Chairman
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Gaining Momentum Health Concerns
People are starting to
return from vacations,
Rachele is planning a
fun-filled party event on
August 21, and we are
approaching our Mermaid and Fall Regattas.
Regatta planning meetings are taking place
soon and helping out is a great way to get to know
your fellow club members better, so if you’re interested in planning or helping in anyway, please let Jim
Edwards or one of the other board members know.
It seemed like our general meeting attendance this
month was about double what it was in July. Gary reported that the Dock Committee is continuing to review and work to improve the wording of the dock
rules, but it is taking more time that we had hoped.
We discussed the proposed bylaws change to the
LRPC term length, at some length, and it passed by a
wide margin. LRPC members replacing resigned
members will now fill out their terms, to try and avoid
having more than two non-board members leaving
the committee at any one time.

George Behnke is being treated in Gainesville. At
this writing Tom Whitaker remains hospitalized. I
am aware of several other health concerns. So
please continue to keep them in your thoughts and
prayers.

Congratulations!
Jim and Delores Miller made us proud once again- Sea Turtle took a first at Abaco Race Week in the
“C Fleet”. Also, new on the scene, Jim and Rochelle
Yates with their partner took a first place with
Rookey in the “B Fleet”. It’s nice to have some good
news. Please join me in congratulating these fine
sailors. No doubt they had a lot of fun while they
were at it.
- Rhonda Delmater, Commodore

MYC Fall Regatta 2004

Speaking of Changes to the Bylaws…
Not to open a can of worms such as encouraging
proposals for bylaws changes at every meeting—I
was asked about the process after our last meeting,
so I returned to “the source”. Many of the changes I
have seen proposed in the recent past have come
through the board. Some have been proposed to the
board and not acted on, for whatever reason. The
nice thing about going through the board is that a fair
amount of discussion can take place without dragging
out the discussions at our general meetings. Although I favor the process of going through the board,
it isn’t mandatory. Under Article 11: Amendments,
Section 1, our bylaws state “These Bylaws may be
amended at any regular meeting of the Club by a twothirds vote of all Resident members present. Notice of
such proposed amendment shall be given one regular
meeting previous, and published to all members in
the monthly newsletter.”

Speaking of the LRPC…
The Long Range Planning Committee is working
diligently on their planning process. We sincerely appreciate the members’ contributions of their time and
energy.
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One Design/Small Boat Racing
October 16-17

PHRF/Big Boat Racing
October 22-24

Organizational Meeting
Thurs Nite, Aug 12 6:30pm
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Melbourne Harbor Condos Offers
MYC Members Discounted Rooms

Bulletin Board

Dear Melbourne Yacht Club Members:
My name is Larry Brown and I'm the General Manager for the Melbourne Harbor
Condominiums. We are neighbors, located directly across the Harbor from your
Club, in the building with the lighthouse.
We are excited to offer your Club Members and their families a special discounted rate for our 1 bedroom / 1 bath units within walking distance of
MYC and Downtown Melbourne.

MYC Officer/Board
Email Addresses

all @melbourneyachtclub.com
commodore@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
entertainment@
secretary@

Our normal rates start at $99.00 per night. We are pleased to offer our
units to your Members at rates as low as $79.00 per night.

membership@

All of our units offer Harbor-facing balconies, walking distance to club,
daily housekeeping, full kitchens, 2 T.V's (some with big screen), and
separate sleeping rooms for those couples or families who like to share
a unit. The units have recently been fully refurbished and are quite
nice. If you’d like to see one, just stop in some time.

youth@

Larry Brown, Manager
321-725-2004

fleet@
Newsletter:
tell-tale@mellbourneyachtclub.com

Your Mother Doesn’t
Live Here

Do you know me, where am I?
Ahoy all you Navigators, I need help in determining my location. I
am theframed Certificate of Accomplishment awarded to Hans
Scharla-Nielsen recognizing 40 years of membership. I used to reside
on one of the walls in the lounge, but no more. Have you seen me recently, or do you know my present location? Enquiring minds want to
know.
(Contact Harry Stapor at hstapor@cfl.rr.com if you have a clue!)

Remember the sign in your
college dorm that said
“Your Mother doesn’t live
here—please clean up after
yourself?’
Please keep that in mind
when you’re leaving a table in
the bar—take a minute to
clean up after yourself and
your friends...

Youth Class
Readies Boats
Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to:
tell-tale@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include name &
phone number.
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Dockmaster’s Report
With addition of Al Waschka to the the Docks Policy Review Committee, we now have eleven
members working to fine tune the 2004 Dock Policy and Rules. The trend seems to be to go away
from the ‘10 times per year’ usage policy that stands in the 2004 edition of the Membership Directory, and go toward more subjective criteria which may include, but not be limited to:
•

Condition the boat is kept in

•

Overall usage of the boat

•

Club participation throughout the year (parties, cruises, etc)

•

Attendance at work parties

•

Helping with classes, race committee, regatta committees etc.

We expect this process to take another month or two. This is not an easy task at all, as others
have found out over the years.
Chet Pruzinski has moved his boat to new digs on the west coast, leaving a vacancy for a 40
footer. The Dock committee has identified Paul Henderson as the next in line for a slip. I plan on
doing a little reshuffling of the boats in 40 ft slips to best accomodate Paul’s Westsail 32 (40 Ft
overall). Other Members involved may include the Thon's, the Reynold's, and the Ball's, hopefully
this weekend.
The Gate to the west upper Storage area was found with the lock broken early last week. Jack
and Jacki have it repaired but we don't know how long security was breached. Owners of boats
and trailers up there should check them out. Likewise, the overhead door to the Olde Tyre Store
was left unlocked after small boat racing. Not good ! Please check those over there too !
There is a shallow slip available next door at the condo, immediately inboard of Larry
Etheridge's "Purrfect". Contact Ann or Bob Gauthier at 733 5191. ($200.00 per month) Talk to
Larry about Depth before diving in !!!!!!!!!!!
Lastly, when Jack and Jacki got back from their Abacos Cruise, they found their trailer missing
from behind the Tire Store. Mysteriously it reappeared a few days later. Now, to my knowledge
there are only a few people who even know how to get the gate unlocked over there. Will the trailer
"borrower" please come foward and fess up. If there is a security breach over there, we need to
know about it right away. Please don't go borrowing others people's stuff without permission!
I don't believe I'm even having to address this kind of thing in this report !!!! John Russell sent
an email to me some time back saying we should be able to expect members to act like "grown
ups".
I'll say no more!!
- Gary Smith, Dockmaster
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House Report
I am planning a Club Workday for either the 11th or 18th of September,
prior to the Mermaid regatta. If you have a preference, please let me
know soon.
Please be aware that the number 4-key on the West gate keypad is sticking. I am looking into replacing the keypad. So, for now please be “gentle,
but firm” with the 4-key.
I asked Jack Leahy to service the Air Conditioning system, and to re-visit the slow shower
drain in the Annex. He has done all of this and, also, fixed the broken padlock hasp on the
East Gate. However, it appears that it will be necessary to have an air conditioning company
look at the A/C unit that services the Bar area.
When you get a chance please stop by the Bosun’s Locker and check out the new sign. I
would like to thank the anonymous member that donated their time to making it. I am looking
into adding a Bosun’s Locker page to the MYC web site that will picture what we have for
sale. By the way, the Locker has been stocked with MYC Logo Polo shirts by Inner Harbor.
We have sizes Small through Extra-large at $23.00 each. Sizes 2XL through 3XL can be
special ordered. Also, we will be stocking the Locker with Burgees, so you can purchase then
when every the locker is open. If you need it opened, please see Pat Denes or myself.
I have restocked the Toilet paper and Paper towel supply. Should we run out in the clubhouse, it can be found in the Annex. Please let me know should you open the last bundle so I
can resupply.
Finally, as House Chairman, I have been attending LRPC meetings. The LRPC and Board of
Directors are currently planning future upgrades to the MYC building, docks, and boat handling facilities. We would appreciate your inputs on the following two questions:
1. What three MYC building, docks, and boat handling facility items would you not want to
see changed?
2. What three MYC building, docks, and boat handling facility items would you like to see
changed?"
Please send your inputs to me so I can include them in a summary report.
As usual, if there is anything, “around the house”, you see that we need or need to do,
please send me an eMail at ross2629@bellsouth.net (the best way), or let a House Committee
member know.
- Ross Herbert, House Director & Vice Commodore
August 2004
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Membership News
Welcome to New Members

Koral and Diane Gabik sponsored by Ned Buck
Koral and Diane Gabik moved to Melbourne Beach five years ago from
Louisiana, along with their two daughters, Kristina and Kourtney, who
are now 17 and 16). Koral has been at sea most of his life and continues to work in Louisiana (commuting 800 miles every month) as a marine geophysical technologist on a 120’seismic survey boat, performing
among other things, sub bottom profiles of the ocean floor and deep
water searches, mostly for oil companies in the Gulf of Mexico, and
sometimes for the government elsewhere in the world. Diane is the
Vice President of Membership Programs for the Melbourne/Palm Bay
Area Chamber of Commerce. Diane and Kourtney took the ASA Basic
Keel Boat sailing course shortly after moving to this area as a mother/
daughter activity. About a year ago, Diane purchased her own boat, a
23’Compac named the Kiane (a reference to all the K’s in her family,
and also the famous Louisiana spice!), which she docks at the Hamptons. When they are not watching the Saints or L.S.U. play football,
the whole family has enjoyed spending weekends sailing together on
the river, and Kourtney and Kristina even take their friends out occasionally. However, with the girls getting older (Kristina leaves for college at Flagler in September, and Koral gone quite a bit) Diane would
like to meet some new sailing buddies and develop her skills beyond
crossing the river back and forth! The whole family lives by the Louisiana motto, “Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler!” which means, “Let the
Good Times Roll!” and look forward to many good times with their new
friends at M.Y.C.!

New member Nominations:
Peter Aydelotte & Anna Chavoustie sponsored by Bill Parker

Peter is a retired Metro Dade Police Department Crime Scene Supervisor. He has been surfing in Brevard for 35 years and living in Brevard
since 1998. He is Past Vice Commodore of Hobie Fleet #36. He has raced all over Florida and placed second in Hobie 18 Worlds regatta in Dunedin Florida. Peter is also Vice Commodore of Dinner Key Yacht
Club. He has sailed for 35 years and currently sails a Laser and a Catalina 42. They have cruised the Bahamas for ten years.
They are interested in Social Activities and racing Lasers at the Melbourne Yacht club. They have 2
daughters that have been Optimist sailors and wish to sail Optimist again. The reason for wanting to join the
Melbourne Yacht Club is that I have heard from your members in the Bahamas, at my health club and other
areas that I travel to, that the Melbourne Yacht Club is a great place for Sailors.
- Respectfully Submitted, Bob Hughes, Membership
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Fleet Report
This is the time of year that we get busy planning regatta and asking for help in running them. We had the
first planning meeting for the Mermaid Regatta and have a good start to putting together another great race
weekend. Rachele and Chuck are looking for more volunteers to help with some of the details to make this
regatta a success. Check with them if you have time to help.
The first planning meeting for the Fall Regatta Week will be on Aug. 12. at 6:30 PM at the club. We will be
looking for volunteers to cover most of the jobs associated with putting on this great race week. We will
have a small boat weekend as well as the usual big boat weekend with activities during the week. We are
looking forward to a number of visiting boats and another good time for everyone.
John MacNeill is having an adult sailing class starting Aug. 14 and needs help from some of the racers.
Some of these people want to learn more about crewing on the bigger boats and it will be a good opportunity for some of you racers to offer your help and maybe find some new crew. Please contact John if you
are able to help.
We need to congratulate MYC members for their wins in the Bahamas. Jim & Delores on "Sea Turtle" for
their win overall in Class C in the Regatta time in the Abacos. WELL DONE. Jim & Rochelle Yates & Jim
Henry on "Rookey" for their overall win in Class B in the Regatta Time in the Abacos. WELL DONE.I hope
everyone enjoys the rest of the summer. See you on the water.
- Jim Edwards, Fleet Captain

.

Youth Classes Graduate

We graduated our 3rd and 4th set of Youth Classes last week. We got approximately 60 young people introduced to sailing this summer. Thanks a whole bunch
to all the MYC members who helped us do it!

Adult Classes to
Start Next Weekend

The fall Adult Sailing
class, starting August 14
and running 5 Saturdays, is full! We are hoping to get our Fall Adult class out in some big boats as well as
the sunfish & other small boats. If you would like to give a few adutls the experience of going out on a larger
sailboat, please contact Simon Koumjian at 321-779-1579 or call John Macneill at 321-723-6213. We are
also always looking for class helpers. Volunteer just one Saturday!
- Simon Koumjian, Youth Director

August 2004
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Didn't get to cruise the islands this year? . . . come join us for a taste of the island life!

ABACOVILLE
(remember Margaritaville and Acapulcoville?)

Saturday, August 21, 2004
$10/person
Bar opens at 6 featuring Guana Grabbers * Dinner served at 7
Dinner menu features conch fritters, baked grouper, pigeon peas and rice, coleslaw and key lime pie.

After dinner we'll feature fun and games with prizes and music
We'll do the "Anchoring Dance" indoors and have a conch horn contest (bring your conch if you have one).

A special feature will be a Junkanoo Parade Contest
Junkanoo is a uniquely Bahamian parade resenbling a conga line with colorful costumes, drums, bells, whistles,
kazoos or any other percussion instrument (even pots, pans and spoons). The music is strictly rhythm (no tunes involved).
Put together a team of two or more, bring your instruments, and join in the fun.
For more info on what Junkanoo is all about, go to www.bahamatravelnet.com/culture/junkanoo.html.
For reservations or more information, contact
Rachele Ross 254-8326 (jerryrachele@earthlink.net) or Jacki Leahy 795-2156
P.S. Please be prepared to tell your favorite Abaco Cruising/Racing story.

