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Survivors
I’m not aware of any of
our members or their
families being physically
injured as a result of hurricane Frances, and for
that I am very thankful.
Unfortunately some of
our members had tremendous losses of property, and from what I hear, almost all had some measure of damage. Let’s do what we can to help each
other during this stressful time.

Thank goodness all of our boats are still floating!
The most significant problems with the docks are: a
separation at the end of the west dock close where it
turns on the end, one of the new pilings that sunk
several inches, and another piling that was broken
below the waterline. There were also several pilings
with damage from rubbing and bent "caps".
Thanks to the work of Rob Van Name, Jim Edwards, Jim Yates and Chuck Baird, the broken piling
was worked free and towed it to the curb. They also
conducted an “electrical smoke test” and all duplex
outlets checked out. The dockside breakers are on
and the hoist is working.

Storm Preparation

Member Concerns

Thanks to the LRPC, the 2003 Board of Directors,
and our 2003 and 2004 Dock Committees for making
the dock repairs that took place earlier this year a
high priority. And of course thanks to the long hours
of coordination by Gary Smith and the cooperation of
our slip holders in making accommodations to enable
the work to be done. I think that many of us rested
more easily last weekend, knowing that our docks
were as well prepared as we could expect them to be.

I had a chance to visit Tom and Cheryl Whitaker in
Baltimore a couple of weeks ago. Tom is currently
being treated as an outpatient and was taking a
break from some of the harsher treatments when I
saw him. The two are in a very cheerful apartment
and continue to have a positive attitude. If anyone
has news of George Benkhe or others with health
concerns that should be communicated to the membership, please let me know.

Also thanks to those who checked the docks and
“house” to help secure the property prior to the storm.
That includes: Ross Herbert, Jack and Jacki Leahy,
and others I’m sure.

Also, Cal and Nancy Stowe were some of the
members that were hit hard by the hurricane.
Please continue to keep them in your thoughts,
prayers and support.

Unfortunately, some boats were not as well prepared as they should have been, particularly leaving
up too much canvas. In the future, please be more
considerate of your neighboring boats and those who
must repair damage to our docks.

During the Storm

- Rhonda Delmater, Commodore

MYC Fall Regatta 2004

My family evacuated to sit through the storm with a
friend in Orlando, who needed the company and provided a good place to take our pets. We appreciate
the people who decided to weather the storm at MYC
and look after things—Jack and Jacki, Chuck
Knowles and Dave Silverman were among them. I’m
told that Jack and Chuck did “all kinds of scary things”
during the peak of the hurricane. I’m sure glad no
one was hurt! Thanks to all.

Post Storm Dock Status
There are several boards of decking missing and
lots of extra lines remaining in place for “Ivan”, so
please be careful on the docks. When I finally made it
back to MYC on Thursday I thought it didn't look too
bad. There are several boats with minor damage.
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One Design/Small Boat Racing
October 16-17
PHRF/Big Boat Racing
October 22-24
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Whispers From the Grog Locker
Greetings from a Francis NO Electricity Musty Grog Locker,
THE BAR HAS NO ICE! With Hurricane Francis roaring through,
ice is now at a premium. Ross Herbert was able to procure 4 small
bags for Friday night happy hour on September 9th. I will continue to
search out locations for ice, but it may be limited for social activities at
the club. I suspect ice will come in at a small number of bags at a time
for some weeks. If you can bring a bag of ice in and receive bar credits
or be reimbursed, that would be greatly help the bar for the first 3
weeks of September. If you were able to keep some of the ice bags
from going to waste when power was lost, and can return the favor,
thanks also.
August had a Domino's pizza dine-in, give me feedback, if you
like'd it, we'll do it again. The Abacoville party had dark rum drink specials that did well. If you would like to plan future theme parties, I
would be glad to set up drink specials for your event. My personal interest is single malt scotch whisky. MYC members, let me know when
you see me in the bar, would you like to do a Scotch tasting the in the
fall or around the holidays?
In closing, I would like to remind all members, when there is an
event that has a volunteer bartender, (not Melanie) the server is not
getting paid. Remember to drop a tip in the tip jar. I realize I have
have described that individual as a volunteer, but lately, there has become an expectation to have a volunteer on a regular basis. If we can
help keep the price of drinks from going up by having a volunteer, and
not having paid bartender hours, that would benefit us all. Keep the
drinks cheap!
Jay McClure

Above and Beyond
Many thanks to Gary Smith for being such a jerk (smile) about
hurricane preparation this summer. With Gary’s ongoing exhortations, and help from many club members, expecially Gary, Jim
Yates , Jim Edwards, and Jack & Jacki Leahy, MYC was well
prepared at the start of the storm.
Everyone owes Jack Leahy a HUGE THANK YOU. That’s him
in the photo on the front, wading out to check on boats during a
break in the storm. He PERSONALLY saved a number of members boats (not to mention the docks) by putting his body and life
on the line in the middle of the storm, to add and adjust lines,
fenders, and chafe gear. He had help from Chuck Noles,
Dave Silverman, and Jim Miller.
And many thanks to all of you who are going to turn out this
weekend to help with the cleanup.
September 2004

Bulletin Board

MYC Officer/Board
Email Addresses

board@melbourneyachtclub.com

or
commodore@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
entertainment@
secretary@
membership@
fleet@
youth@
Newsletter:
tell-tale@mellbourneyachtclub.com

Your Mother Doesn’t
Live Here
Remember the sign in your
college dorm that said
“Your Mother doesn’t live
here—please clean up after
yourself?’
Please keep that in mind
when you’re leaving a table in
the bar—take a minute to
clean up after yourself and
your friends...

Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to:
tell-tale@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include name &
phone number.
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Melbourne Yacht Club

26th
Mermaid Regatta
September 25 & 26, 2004

Great Racing for Women Only*
Two days of racing on the
beautiful Indian River Lagoon

Classes offered for Melges, PHRF Spinnaker & Nonspinnaker,
Sunfish, Laser and Monohull Portsmouth**
**Additional one-design classes offered if requested before
September 15. Four boats constitute a class.

Fifties Food and Fun
Fifties “diner” food
Menu: Choice of Meatloaf or Baked Chicken
w/mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, salad,
rolls and make-your-own sundaes

Fifties Entertainment

$40
$25
$10
$5
$12

Melges and PHRF (includes one dinner)
One-Designs (includes one dinner)
Additional dinner/adult
Dinner/child under 11
T-shirt or Tank top

Schedule of Events
Wednesday, Sept. 22

Racing Rules Seminar by Jim Edwards
Pizza available

Friday, Sept. 24
6:00 p.m.

TGIF Welcome Party w/hors d’oeuvres

Saturday, Sept. 25

For more details or to preregister, see our Web site:
www.sail-race.com
For additional information, contact
Chuck Delmater 321-783-2225/
chuck_delmater@bellsouth.net
or Rachele Ross 321-254-8326/
jerryrachele@earthlink.net

Entry Fees

7:00 p.m.

includes after dinner dancing, karaoke
if you desire, and a special presentation
by our club “gentlemen”

*Female skipper and all girl crew required.
One male “observer only” permitted on
board PHRF boats if desired.

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Continental Breakfast and Registration
Skippers’ Meetings
Racing begins
Bar opens
Fifties music begins
Dinner served
Raffle and Entertainment

Sunday, Sept. 26
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Housing

Continental breakfast
Racing begins
Bar opens/hot dogs served
Team bowline tying contest
Awards and raffle

Free housing available in homes. Contact Rachele Ross (see above) for housing requests.
See the Web site for camping and hotel information.
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House Report
After listening to several members, I have concluded that most would like
to have the Club Workday on the 18th of September. This will be the
Saturday of the weekend prior to the Mermaid regatta. I am currently
compiling a list of tasks. If you see anything that needs to be done,
please let me know. Some of the members who will not be available on the
18th are planning to perform some cleanup tasks pre-September 18th. If
you would like to contribute in this way, please see me and we can go over the list.
Please be aware that the number 4-key on the West gate keypad is still sticking. I hope to
replace the keypad during the Club Workday. So in the meantime, please be “gentle, but
firm” with the 4-key.
I had the Bar area air conditioning fixed last month. The problem was a leaky "King nut" on
the compressor; however, it appears that that repair may not have been good enough, as the
Bar A/C unit while it is cooling, is not performing to previous standards. I plan to have the
A/C people back out as soon as the current hurricane threats subside.
Just before for the Abaco-ville Party, the VCR in the Bar area started acting up. So I
have replaced it with a new DVD/VCR unit. This unit will also play CDs with JPEG pictures as
slide shows.
One of my ongoing projects is to have “Melbourne Yacht Club, Melbourne Florida” added to
the staff end of a batch of burgees. I hoped to use them as exchange burgees; however,
when I talked with an embroidery company about doing it, their response was that our current club burgee is not suitable for adding the MYC name in a post-manufacturing situation.
This is due to a lack of space available on the staff end for applying the lettering once the
machinery grips it. Since the purpose for adding the phrase is for display burgees only, the
vendor suggested using lesser quality flag with the lettering applied during manufacturing to
allow the entire staff end for lettering. I am looking into this approach.
Finally, last month I asked for your inputs on the following two questions:
1. What three MYC building, docks, and boat handling items would you not want to see
changed?
2. What three MYC building, docks, and boat handling items would you like to see changed?"
As of this time, I have received inputs from four (4) members. I really think that there
are more members with thoughts on this topic. So, please send your inputs to me so I can include them in a summary report.
As usual, if there is anything, “around the house”, that we need or need to do, please send
me an eMail at ross2629@bellsouth.net, or let a House Committee member know.
- Ross Herbert, House Director & Vice Commodore
September 2004
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Membership News
Welcome to New Members : Peter Aydelotte & Anna Chavoustie
Peter is a retired Metro Dade Police Department Crime Scene Supervisor. He has been surfing in Brevard for 35 years and living in Brevard
since 1998. He is Past Vice Commodore of Hobie Fleet #36. He has
raced all over Florida and placed second in Hobie 18 Worlds regatta in
Dunedin Florida. Peter is also Vice Commodore of Dinner Key Yacht
Club. He has sailed for 35 years and currently sails a Laser and a Catalina 42. They have cruised the Bahamas for ten years.
They are interested in Social Activities and racing Lasers at the Melbourne Yacht club. They have 2 daughters that have been Optimist sailors and wish to sail Optimist again. The reason for wanting to join the
Melbourne Yacht Club is that I have heard from your members in the
Bahamas, at my health club and other areas that I travel to, that the
Melbourne Yacht Club is a great place for Sailors.
- Bob Hughes, Membership

The Party Line
August was a month full of entertainment. Faye Bitzer held a
bunko party, in case you missed it, was an evening of fun and
laughter. It was a great way to meet club members and share in
the humor of the bunko night. Faye, thank you and your crew
for a good evening at the club.
Rachel Ross held an extravaganza night. It was Abaco at the
Melbourne Yacht Club. The costumes were superb as the
MEAL was delicious. Her crew did an outstanding job. The club
took us to the islands and I believe we all felt we were there.
Ross put a CD together and highlighted some of the fun we had
in he Abaco. So many to thank and I am sure Rachel will do the
honors.
September brings us to birthdays, which will be celebrated on
Friday, September 17 (or 24?). I hope our September birthday
people will attend and make it a special night.
Let’s move ahead. October is a busy month. We have the Fall
Regatta, small boats the weekend of October 16-17. Then the
weekend of October 23-24 is the big boats, with some other activities during the week. Also, October 30 & 31, we have
planned the Lake Shepherd cruise. Since it is Halloween, those of us who attended Abaco night at MYC,
have our costumes. Plan on anchoring at LakeShepherd (or motor by car). Hosts will be Jim and Dolores
Miller. Bring your favorite dish and drinks. More on this will follow.
Fall is just around the corner and I am sure we can all begin to feel the excitement of the coming months.
Need volunteers for our November sharing dinner (auction),planned for Friday, November 19. Please try to
make this a success. Monies collected on our auction go to a needy charity.
- Dolores Miller, Entertainment Chairman
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Fleet Report
As I write this report we are all buttoned up for “Francis” and waiting for the heavy weather to hit. I want to
thank the people who came over to the club on Wednesday afternoon to help secure everything, Gary
Smith, John MacNeill, Floyd Bryan, Simon Koumjian, Jack and Jackie Leahy, Jackie Herbert and other that
my tired brain can’t remember at this time. Gary also had a number of people helping him on the docks.
We have both the Mermaid Regatta and Fall Race Week coming up and we still need more volunteers for
both. If you can help please contact either, Rachele or Chuck for the Mermaid and Dave Noble for Fall
Race Week, or myself.
The Mermaid Regatta is going to have both big boats as well as dinghy races and that will open up the regatta to more sailors. We are looking forward to a good fleet of boats in both groups.
Fall Race Week will have the usual Small boat weekend followed by the big boat weekend with a few fun
events during the week. In addition to the adult dinghy races we are going to have big boat sailors sailing
Sunfish on Tuesday evening. Our local Sunfish fleet sailors are donating the use of their good race boats for
the sailors to use and James Liebl is going to give a little seminar on how to make a Sunfish go fast to the
big boat people. This should be a lot of fun.
I hope everyone came through the storm with little or no damage. If anyone has any thoughts or ideas that
they would like to see fleet act upon please send them to me. See you on the water..
- Jim Edwards, Fleet Captain

Adult Sailing Class
The MYC fall adult sailing classes has 18 students who are fully engaged in the joy
of sailing under the instructions of John MacNeill. Due to bad weather conditions,
John had to cancel two of the sailing classes. Because of other MYC commitments
scheduled in September, we hope to make up these two classes some time in October.
Last Saturday, Aug. 18, John MacNeill invited Jerry Ross to give the students an
hour long classroom sailing work shop on knots and how to tie them, rules of the
road for boating and the proper anchoring methods for boating.Thank you Jerry for
the very creative and informative classroom session for our students. After the completion of the workshop, John MacNeill had the students prepare for the hands-on sailing class. Along with
the prams and sunfishes, some members of our MYC made available four large sail boats for our students
to experience sailing with them. John and I would like to thank the following MYC members for sharing their
boats and time with our students and allowing them to practice some of the different skills on their boats.
Jerry Ross with Fay Bitzer & John Geraci on SLEIGHRIDE
Bob Bagnell with Mary Chadwick on DUCKS DELIGHT
Jim Miller on SEA TURTLE
Will & Nancy Garvey on BEN-MY-CHREE
This variation of boats for our students gave them, based on their interest and skills of sailing, a choice for
the type sailing they wished to improve on. It was a fun day for all. THANKS !
Many thanks also to Amy Lacy, Steve Clendenin, James Mussman and the parents of the youth sailing
students for sharing their time and help, working with the children. Have you seen the new rubber edge
bumper on our new finger dock ? Thanks go to Paul Alexy, who provided and installed the bumper. Many
thanks also to Wallie Everest and his son Ryan for completely refurbishing two of our Lasers.
- Simon Koumjian, Youth Director
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Abaco Party Revelry

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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