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Game Night
Small Boat Sunday 1pm
Fall Rum Race #3 6pm
August Board Meeting

SEPTEMBER
TGIF Birthdays
Cruise to Sebastian Inlet
Small Boat Sunday 1pm
General Membership Meeting
Fall Rum Race #4 6pm
MYC Cleanup Workday
Small Boat Sunday 1pm
Fall Rum Race #5 6pm
Mermaid Regatta
September Board Meeting

The Party Line
Country Line Dancing—July 30th - Thanks to Faye Bitzer and her
crew, over 70 people enjoyed a great steak and chicken dinner and an
array of wonderful desserts. The music and line dancing lessons were
a big hit, but the trick is to remember the steps when you hear the music again! This could be an annual event when word gets out about
how much fun everyone had. Thanks again Faye.
TGIF—Birthdays—August 5 - A raspberry filled white cake and a
fudge brownie cake helped to celebrate those folks turning a year older
this month.
Kayaking—August 6—Crane Creek - Everyone had a wonderful
time. They saw manatees, fish, and some awesome scenery—see pictures inside this issue. We hope that more people will join us as we
navigate new and different waterways. Kayaking is held the first Saturday of every month, weather permitting. For more information call Paul
Alexy at 779-4464. Kayak storage is under construction at the yacht
club and new racks should be complete this month.
Cruise to Marker 21—August 13 - Hot dogs and bonfire provided
by MYC. Bring your favorite dish to share. Dinner around 6 p.m. Some
boats stay overnight, your choice, of course. No reservations required.
If you need more details or a ride call Paul at 779-4464.

———GAME NIGHT August 20 7:00 PM———
The next big fun event at MYC! Bring cards or your favorite board game and be ready to have some fun. Call
Paul or Joyce Alexy at 779-4464 for reservations and
suggestions. See the information on the back page of
this newsletter for more details. This will be a fun
night—don't miss it!
Labor Day Weekend Cruise to Sebastian Inlet—September 3-5
Come by land or boat for a great weekend on the water. The cruise will
be all weekend Saturday through Monday with a picnic 2:00 pm Sunday at a pavilion in the south park of Sebastian State Park. Bring a dish
to share and a desire to relax and have a good time. Call Paul or Joyce
Alexy at 779-4464 if you are interested or need more information.
Paul Alexy, Entertainment Chairman

OCTOBER
2
5
7

Small Boat Sunday 1pm
General Membership Meeting
TGIF Birthdays
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MYC Calendar Online
http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3
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We had a discussion at the
August General Membership meeting about the
age of students attending
the sailing classes. The
consensus was that, in
general, the minimum age
for classes would be 9
years old. I have since
talked with John MacNeill
about the conditions in
which under-age sailors were being taught. He
pointed out that in most all of the cases, the underage students were accompanied by their parent. I
agreed with John that in such a situation, there
should be no problem allowing an under-age student to take the class. Thus, I would like to recommend a general age limit of 9 years old for MYC students with instructors having the option to allow a
child/parent team to learn when, in the instructor's
judgment, there are no detracting safety issues.
If you missed the August meet, then you missed
an enlightening and excellent lecture on splicing. I
want to thank Hasty Miller for taking the time to
demonstrate and teach those of us present.
And now for a word of caution. The morning after
the last Rum Race/TGIF on Friday July 29, the clubhouse front door and bar doors, the pantry, the silver refrigerator, and the key locker were all found
unlocked. After some minor research, I found that
the clubhouse was left in the hands of some of our

regular guests and there were no members around
to secure the place. I would like to remind all members that it is up to us to protect the property or we
will have nobody but ourselves to blame when club
and personal property are stolen. I would also like to
remind all members that no matter how often a guest
is allowed access to the property, they are just
guests and should never be left alone on club property when their sponsoring member leaves, unless
responsibility for the guest has been accepted by
another member.
Finally, as I was reading one of the sailing magazines I receive, I found new product announcements
on two items that might be of interest to you.
The first is a refrigerator/freezer combination that
runs on 12/24 VDC or 110 VAC, draws 2.3 to 3.8
amps and does it without a fan. There are 6 models
ranging from 15 liter to 100 liter volumes, and in
price from $1095 To $2,495. If you are interested,
check out www.fridgefreeze.com.
The second is a newly introduced LED light that
"consumes only 30% of the energy of a 10 watt bulb
lamp". It is impact resistant, water proof, and UV/
corrosion resistant. If you are interested, check out
www.hellamarine.com.
As usual, if there is anything, you see that we need
or need to do, please send me an email at
ross2629@bellsouth.net (the best way), or catch me
at a TGIF as I am usually there.
-Ross Herbert, Commodore

Vice Commodore’s Report
Greetings Club Members.
From the recent feedback I received at the last general meeting, it was apparent that members have concerns regarding the cleaning of the Melbourne Yacht Club. These were the first comments I have received
since becoming Vice Commodore and the ferocity of the discussion was surprising as no comments were
made in February, March, April, May, June, or July meetings. I have contacted the manager for our service
and discussed the concerns our members have. Starting immediately, if you have concerns regarding any
aspect of the cleaning service, you will find on the bulletin board a copy of the cleaning service contract.
Take a copy and highlight or indicate which area was deficient, put the time, date, and your name and place
it in the house mailbox. I will address all of your concerns with the manager of our cleaning service. The
cleaning crew will also be given a check list of the areas to be cleaned. Hopefully this will address our concerns. In the meantime, I will continue to solicit bids for a cleaning contract.
An order was placed for a replacement for the air conditioner coil for the bar area of the club. This should
be completed within the next two weeks. Our termite service will be treating the club and ground within the
next ten days. After the LRPC members return from their summer trips the LRPC meetings will resume. You
will be updated on expansion plans as soon as possible.
Hold Fast.
Jay McClure, Vice Commodore
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Dockmaster Report
Sunfish and Laser Storage
The structure that captures the tongues of Seitech launch dollies has
been fabricated and installed. Consisting of two planks erected in-line
on the Northwest Hilltop near the waterside, the southern one was designed to accommodate two Sunfish and/or Laser Seitech launch dollies while the northern one was designed to accommodate eight dollies. By fall, numbers will be attached underneath the slots so that each
slot can be assigned to a renter; however, currently there are only four
Sunfish stored. With the concurrence and assistance of the House
Committee, the northern most vehicle parking slot along the west side
of the driveway will be striped-off to identify this area as both a West
Dock Loading Zone and an access way to and from the waterside hilltop storage area.
East Yard Kayak/Canoe Storage
Modifications were made to the design of a proposed Kayak/Canoe
Storage Structure, planned to be installed in the east yard along the
eastern exterior wall of the clubhouse. The challenge is not to exclude
a significant number of kayaks just because the design of the storage
rack is not compatible with the design and fabrication of those kayaks
because, unfortunately, not all kayaks are identical in design. However,
the fabrication and installation of 2 storage structures that will accommodate 4 vessels each, will be completed during August 2005. Each
slot in either storage rack can accommodate a vessel whose fundamental dimensions do not exceed 18 feet in length by 3 feet in width by
19.5 inches in height. Each vessel must also be light enough to insert
and remove from the storage structure manually.
Annual Wet and Dry Storage Agreements
Of the Annual Storage Agreements sent to members enjoying storage accommodations with their June-2005 invoice, only 15 remain unreturned: 8 Slip Rental Agreements, and 7 Dry Storage Agreements.
Believing that these members have merely misplaced the original, duplicate copies were included in their August invoices. Please sign and
return them to the Dockmaster so that the records can be updated.
Unknown Item in the East Yard
The following item is in the east yard and needs to be identified by
the owner so that monthly invoices for their storage can be tendered.
Inflatable Only (No Trailer), Transom Engraved ID Number 95320773
This vessel, currently home to the family of feral cats, is white, semiinflated, and leaning against the east exterior wall of the clubhouse. Is
it yours?
Slip Application Waiting List
Following the recent succession of 2 members from the Slip Application Waiting List to the Slip Assignment Rental List, a newly revised (3
August 2005) Slip Application Waiting List is posted within the glass
door bulletin board int the club.

Bulletin Board

MYC Officer/Board
Email Addresses
board@melbourneyachtclub.com
or
commodore@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
entertainment@
secretary@
membership@
fleet@

Your Mother Doesn’t
Live Here
Remember the sign in your
college dorm that said
“Your Mother doesn’t live
here—please clean up after
yourself?’
Please keep that in mind when
you’re leaving a table in the
bar—take a minute to clean up
after yourself and your
friends...
Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to:
tell-tale@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include your name &
phone number.
Also include captions with any
pictures you submit including
names, dates, places, etc

Harry Stapor, Dockmaster

August 2005
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Fleet Report
We are getting close to our busy fall racing time. By the time you get this we will have had the
first planning meeting for the Mermaid Regatta. Most of the major positions have been filled but we
still need some additional help (and no you don’t have to wear a hula skirt to help). There will be a
sign up sheet posted at the club so stop by and volunteer to help. We always have fun during the
Mermaid Regatta.
The Fall Race Week is also approaching and we will be having a meeting for that in the next
week or two, watch for notices on sail-race.com.
ECSA PHRF has adopted new non-spinnaker ratings. These ratings are being used around the
country to better rate boats not flying spinnaker. The new ratings are in effect for all racing in the
area but we have not adjusted our Rum Race start times to reflect these new ratings. The new
start times will be coming out soon. We will post a sign or two around the club advising everyone of
the new start times, so keep your eyes open for the change.
See you on the water,
Jim Edwards, Fleet Captain

Membership Report
New Member Nominations:
Tony and Leslie Santos, sponsored by Jay McClure.
Antonio is from Dallas Texas and has lived in Melbourne Florida since 1963. Antonio and Leslie
(Ferguson) Santos were married in 1976 and have three daughters with grand children. Antonio
works for United Space Alliance as a manager on the Space Shuttle Program. Their hobbies include photography, fishing and travel.
Sailing experience: Leslie and Antonio presently sail a McGregor 22 and have desires to build a
larger boat, learn to sail, and eventually cruise around the world.
Antonio’s favorite quote on houses verses boats: "Houses are but badly built boats so firmly
aground that you cannot think of moving them. They are definitely inferior things, belonging to the
vegetable not the animal world, rooted and stationary, incapable of gay transition. The desire to
build a house is the tired wish of a man content thenceforward with a single anchorage. The desire to build a boat is the desire of youth, unwilling yet to accept the idea of a final resting place.
When it comes, the desire to build a boat is one of those that cannot be resisted. It begins as a
little cloud on a serene horizon. It ends by covering the whole sky, so that you can think of nothing else. You must build to regain your freedom.”
(Quote from Arthur Ransome from Racundra's First Cruise).
Membership Data:

Resident = 150, Non Resident = 21, Corinthian = 12, Honorary = 11
Total = 194
I have additional membership cards, for members who have a need for a second card.

New Club Burgees in our ships locker.
Stephen Shippee, Membership
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Fun Times at MYC
Crane Creek Kayaking

Country Line Dancing
A flamin’ good time at the grill

David Lister giving lessons

Jackie Herbert taking a break

Narrow
passage

August 2005

Faye Bitzer and Louisa Killian show
everyone how it’s done

Bill and Betty Thon, Peggie Hill, Julie
Miller, Dorothy Crowe, and Louisa
Killian taking a break in the bar
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Small
Boat
Sailing at
MYC...
(Above) Students and parents in the 2005 MYC
Youth Sailing class were
treated to a surprise ride on
Jim Yates' 56-foot sailing
yacht "Carisma".
(Right) Anthony and Andrew show confidence in
their newly-learned sailing
skills by hot-dogging on a
Raider 16 Sport sailboat.

(Left) MYC Youth Sailing
class student discovers the
joy of being "The man on
the flying trapeze."
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So far this summer MYC has had 35 kids and adults learning to sail. There
are another 18 currently enrolled in the final adult class of the season.
This is a rich source of new crew for members. Several students have become new Corinthian and Resident members.
The MYC Youth Sailing Director and Committee thank Steve Clendenin,
James Musseman, Paul Lucas, Jim Yates and Bob Bagnell for their generous help this season. And thanks to Jerry Ross for his help in the adult
class taught in the early summer.
Thanks to an anonymous donor, a 12-foot Mayflower sailboat was enjoyed
by students in the Youth Sailing Program. By previous arrangement with
the generous donor, the Mayflower was to be awarded to the Best-of-theBest students. He wanted to see his Mayflower find a good home with a
young sailor where it would continue to provide the sailing pleasure his
family had enjoyed. There were many very good and attentive students in this 2005 Summer Season, so
this presented the instructors with a difficult decision. During the classes, a student named Alex demonstrated a natural talent in his newly-learned sailing skills. For example: One day, as crew, he was seen
pointing out the proper new course to the helmsman after each tack as they sailed upwind through the Melbourne Harbor and into the open river. Alex was also very enthusiastic about finding a way to continue sailing after the classes were over. Alex is now far past being a beginner and you will often see this new RiverRat skillfully sailing his Mayflower with friends on the Indian River for many years to come.
Adult Sailing Class Began August 13
Our Adult Sailing Class #2 began on Saturday, August, 13, and will run 5 Saturdays this fall.
Help Needed: John MacNeill would like to get some of our adult sailing class students out in some big sailing boats as well as the sunfish & other small boats. If you would like to give a few adults the experience of
going on a larger sailboat please contact Simon Koumjian at 321-779-1579 or call John MacNeill at 321723-6213.
Please help us spread the word for one of the many great activities provided by the MYC, which brings the
joy of sailing to the youth and adults of our community. Thank You.
Membership is NOT required to take classes—Sailing classes are part of MYC’s ‘Community Service’.
To register for classes, or to volunteer to help with a class, please call Simon Koumjian at 321-779-1579 or
E-mail simonvi@earthlink.net or call John MacNeill at 321-723-6213 or E-mail john@32903.org.
- Simon Koumjian, Youth Director

Students of the 2005 MYC
Youth Sailing class pose
with a Sunfish sail that
sacrificed its life while creating the next generation
of sailors.
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GAME NIGHT
Saturday August 20 7:00 p.m.
A fun night at MYC playing your favorite games:

Scrabble
Dominos
Monopoly
Rummikub
Upwards
Backgammon
Card Games, including Texas Hold’em
There will be no money involved, just poker chips
If your favorite game isn’t listed, bring it along.
We will need more than one of the board games
listed above, so if you have one bring it along
Snacks will be provided by MYC
RSVP to Joyce or Paul Alexy at 779-4464
MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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