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4th of

Menu
BBQ Pork Ribs • BBQ Chicken
Hot Dogs • Baked Beans • Coleslaw
Macaroni Salad • Brownies
Watermelon

Watch fireworks from your boat
or the club house
(weather permitting)

Reservations for Dinner by June 30
Bob Hughes 729-6356 or Rhughes3@cfl.rr.com
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Hasty’s Seafood Raft-Up 2008
photos by Ross Herbert

Great Seafood Raft Up! Full moon, great food, calm sea, cool sea breezes, and live music is what we
enjoyed for our annual seafood raft up this year on May 17.
Many thanks to Hasty Miller and his committee for organizing another fun event, and special thanks to
the food boats who delivered dinner to the raft up.
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The Melbourne Yacht Club is finally beginning to look like a
Yacht Club! Rochelle Yates
and her House Committee
have added some great
nautical touches which
we are all enjoying. The
valances over the
windows and the
couches look
great. Many thanks
to her House CommitLog
tee and all their hard work.
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An old friend rejoined our family recently. After
being parted for close to 15 years, our Lightning, Sara Liz is back with our fleet. I look forward to taking
anyone for a sail who would like to see what this great International one design class is about.
On a more serious note, HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!! Please have your plan in place to have
your boat prepared BEFORE the hurricane warning is issued. If the dock committee finds your boat is
not prepared, they will do it for you at your expense. There are some changes
this year. The east yard is no longer a haven for small boats. This is because
the hard gravel in place there will not allow anchors for tie downs. If you choose
to bring your boat inside of the club ballroom, please
plan on providing protection to the tile floor. Heavy
blankets thick cardboard, or moving padding would be
acceptable.
Best wishes for safe cruises this season.
Sail Fast!!
Keep the soft foils up, and the hard foils down.
Art Ahrens/Commodore
Alice and Art Ahrens

2

Lightning — Sara Liz
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Bulletin Board
YOUTH SAILING CLASSES
Youth Sailing Classes started Saturday morning, June 7. This first
Session goes for four weeks from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM each Saturday.
The second four week Session starts on July 12, and will be held from
10 AM to 2 PM each Saturday.
There is still time to sign up for Session II. Contact Andy Forman,
Youth Director, 506-3402.
Help is needed—and lots of it. In particular, if the child is young, it is
highly recommended that parents participate in the classes.

JUNE KAYAKING
On Saturday, June 28, we will kayak the north part of the Grand Canal in Satellite Beach. We will meet at 10 AM at the boat ramp on Lake
Shepard. There isn't a lot of parking so car pool if you can. More details
as to location of ramp, etc. will follow in a future Email. Bring
drinks, snacks and sunscreen. Don't forget your whistle.
RSVP to John Martin at jhmartin@mindspring.com
Cell 321-432-5213

@melbourneyachtclub.com
mycboard@
commodore@
commodore-vice@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
secretary@
dockmaster@
entertainment@
fleet@
membership@
youth@
bar@
Newsletter address:
myc-news@

Editor’s Note:

Harvey & Nancy
Melfi

Enjoying the
new look at
the club...

Denny Scott
(left)
Mike Henry
(right)
Photos by
Ross Herbert
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MYC Board/Officer
Email Addresses

Amy Lacy and I
take turns putting
together the newsletter. This month is my
turn. I have decided
Jerrie
to add a full page
CALENDAR on page 6. Let me
know how you like it!
Father’s Day weekend will be
exciting for our family, because
George (my husband) will be bringing into the harbor our Catalina 25,
the Happy Talk.
Come by and see us in the first
space on the east side of the condo
dock. Hopefully, we will be talking
happy!
Jerrie Hixon

Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to: myc-news@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include your name & phone
number. Also, include captions with
any pictures you submit including
names, dates, places, etc.
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Enjoying the river…
… and the company

Dock Master’s
Report
Carpenter bees in the Dinghy rack
The Carpenter Bees appear to have moved on.
It could be simply the time of year, but if the grubs are in there, they will eventually worm their way out around the putty John Martin and I put in their way.
Next year the Carpenter Bees will return – with a high degree of probability!
Because not only is the wood to their liking, it is in the shade, surrounded with
natural trees and protected from the wind and rain. Great!!!
So the plan is to saturate the wood with suitable liquid deterrent so that when
the lady bees return, they will go “YUCK” - and go elsewhere we hope.

Wet Storage, Waiting List — Web Site Update
I am in the process of updating the MYC Web site “Waiting List”, which I recently discovered came under my domain. It has now been added to the Dock Master's duties for next year.

Dry Storage
The dry storage list has been
completed, subject to a last review
by all those personnel who are on
the list.
The good news is that there is
no waiting list, just a bit of juggling
needed to fit everyone in.
David Lister/Dock Master
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Fleet Report
Fathers Day Sail
Prior to the 4:30 PM Father’s Day Barbecue
— get out on the water. Small boat racing or
just cruising around would be a great way to
spend Fathers Day.

Members cruising
Many fleet members are cruising in the Abacos and I am sure having loads of fun.

Heading out to Hasty’s Seafood Raft Up on May 17.

Photo by Ross Herbert
Pete Anderson aboard Synergy spent a
month in the islands. He went over with Gus
Williams on Floridian and cleared at Walkers. After resting a few days at Double Breasted he worked
down the island chain to Hopetown where John Drawe joined him for the return trip. After some glorious
sailing with a favorable wind they departed from Great Sale for the crossing home.

They encountered 7-8 ft. waves in the stream but Pete reports the wave period was 12 seconds which
made it comfortable !! They entered Ft. Pierce at midnight with a 3.5 kt. current on the nose making for a
very bumpy inlet.

Del finished third in Daytona to Charleston Race
Del Weise has just returned from participating in the Daytona to Charleston Race in his Hunter Legend
37, Chasing Rainbows where he finished third. Way to go Del!!
The race started at 4:30 pm on a Friday with 227 miles of racing in front of them. Del, Jim Boyd, and
Tom Saam from the club were joined by Bob Howley and Steve Padgett.
The race started in light, variable winds on a broad reach. After rounding an inshore mark they headed out
to the gulf stream. It stayed light through Saturday morning but many thunderstorms close by made for
some spectacular lightening as they flew the chute in the light wind.
Later Saturday morning the wind shifted to the NW at 20-25, allowing for some blast reaching into 8-10 ft.
seas. They got a 1.5 kt. boost from the gulf stream.
Sunday the wind moved more north and after rounding the last mark a bumpy windward leg finished the
race. They added a sixth crew for part of the race as a bird joined them in the cockpit for a few hours before
getting bored with the pace. The crew identified it as a Shearwater.
They finished about 10 am Sunday, a little more than 41 hours of racing. See Del at the bar for more details.

Thursday afternoon small boat sailing
We are trying to get Thursday afternoon small boat sailing organized. See Steve Clendenin or Jim
Henry if you are interested in participating.
Enjoy your summer on the water but be sure to watch the cloud build up in the west and get to safe harbor BEFORE the thunder boomers move in.
Jim Henry/Rear Commodore/Fleet Captain
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Mid June - July 2008
Sun

Mon

8

9

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

10

11

12

13

14

Bar Open 2 to 4 PM
4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

15

Father’s
Day

16

17

18

SMALL BOATS RACE

4:30 PM – Burger Dinner
FREE Beer for Dad!
RSVP

22

23

24

25

29

30

1

2

6:30 PM
General
Membership
Meeting
- Hurricane
Seminar

SMALL BOATS RACE

Trophies Series
Bar Open 2 to 4 PM

6

7

8

9

Bar Open 2 to 4 PM

13

14

15

16

SMALL BOATS Hot Dog Roast
and
Mentor/Mariner RACING

Bar Open 2 to 4 PM

20

21

22

23

Bar Open 2 to 4 PM

27

28

29

SMALL BOATS RACE

Trophies Series
Bar Open 2 to 4 PM
Father’s Fest ’08: 952-2802, J_gmoores@bellsouth.net
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26
4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

Bar Open 2 to 4 PM

30

“Manly Man Drinks”
Bar Opens
5 PM

19
4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

Trophies Series

SUMMER RUM RACE #3

3
4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

20

Cave Man Cookout
RSVP

21
10 AM - KAYAKING - RSVP

TGIF
Bar Opens 5:30 PM

27

SUMMER RUM RACE # 4
TGIF
Bar Opens 5 PM

4

TGIF - Birthdays

Bar Opens 4:30 PM

4th of JULY

BBQ Dinner – 6 PM
11

4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

SUMMER RUM RACE # 5

17

18

4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

TGIF
Bar Opens 5:30 PM

24

Cruise to Marker 21

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Youth Sailing Session I

RSVP

10

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Youth Sailing Session I

TGIF
Bar Opens 5 PM

25

4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

SUMMER RUM RACE # 6

31

AUGUST 1

4:37 PM
small boat
practice sessions
for adults

TGIF - Birthdays
Bar Opens 5:30 PM

TGIF
Bar Opens 5 PM

For Reservations:
4th of JULY BBQ: 729-6356, Rhughes3@cfl.rr.com

1 PM - Mem. Service on River

3:30 PM - George Behnke
Memorial Celebration at MYC

28

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Youth Sailing Session I

5
Cruise to Marker 21
postponed to next Saturday
due to expected overcrowded
island!
Email: dgabik@aol.com so
hot dogs will be waiting for you!

12

10 AM - 1 PM
Youth Sailing Session II

Cruise to Marker 21

Cookout Hot Dogs – RSVP

19

10 AM - 1 PM
Youth Sailing Session II
10 AM - KAYAKING – RSVP

26

10 AM - 1 PM
Youth Sailing Session II

AUGUST 2

10 AM - 1 PM
Youth Sailing Session II
Last Summer Class!

Kayaking: 432-5213, jhmartin@mindspring.com
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House Report
The burgee collection from various other
yacht clubs will begin to reappear in the bar
area. The final decision on how to display the
burgees will make for a handsome addition to
the bar and lower lounge area.
Members are encouraged to take advantage of the newly placed trash cans at the beginning of both docks. These cans have a
hole cut in to the lids and are clearly marked, “Recycle.” Please place your empty aluminum cans in
these to be recycled.
The house committee is happy to report that the kitchen has been re-plumbed and thus far no scent of
sink drainage in the air. Problem solved.
In case any one should need to locate the breaker box, it is now behind the kitchen door entry way
from the bar. Recently we had an electrician move the breakers from the attic area for safety and quick
access.
Hurricane prep is on the check list and I am certain our Dock Master will make certain you all have the
details you need to make sure your boats, wet and dry stored meet the club requirements. On another
note, we will need some volunteers for hanging the hurricane shutters in the event a hurricane is approaching. On the bar is a sign up sheet for those who are willing and somewhat experienced in this
area.
Once again, Jerry Ross has created another
master piece. We have gotten so many compliments on the white board enclosure that now
hangs on the West wall in the bar. Jerry, thank
you for your time, effort and wonderful talent.

Jerry shows the new whiteboard when it is closed.

Jerry Ross demonstrates the new whiteboard.

One last reminder. Saturday, June 14th is the Mermaid Regatta at PCYC. Hope to see
our ladies out there on the ocean and support from our men.
Rochelle Yates/Vice Commodore/House

MYC Calendar Online
http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3
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Hurricane Preparedness Seminar
To be held on Wednesday, July 2, 2008, following the MYC General Meeting
There are a lot of new kids on the block who
simply want to feel more comfortable with the
reality of meeting a hurricane for the first time as
a boat owner.
The boat may be a dinghy sitting on a trolley,
and very vulnerable, or a large keel boat sat between other large keel boats, feeling the pinch.
The thought process can be very demanding.
Ask yourself, “Have I personally done enough
to walk away from the problem? Such that when
I return, my prize possession is where I left it,
without damage! Equally, that my boat will have
done “no damage” to anyone else’s pride and
joy, nor anyone else to me.”
In simple terms, as far as MYC Dock Policy
goes, Rule #19 (page 26, in the 2007 MYC Directory) says it all, “When A Hurricane Watch is
posted all members renting slips are required
to…..” Please read it before the July 2 meeting.
For dry storage, please read Rule #9 (page
30).

Finally, it is hurricane season, but life goes on !!!
So if you’re away, PLAN, PLAN, PLAN.
Prepare your boat, move your dinghy or arrange
with a co-member to cover your asset.
By all means inform the Dock Master, but it should
be, “ Oh, by the way, I am out of town for a bit,
and yes! I have followed the Hurricane Watch
Procedures.”
Remember also that when a hurricane is upon us,
nothing is easy, including travel and buying an extra
dock line or fender. (Oops, bumper / snubber)
Have a good season!
David Lister, Dock Master

HURRICANE PREPARATION
AND LESSONS LEARNED
NOVEMBER 2004
By Jack Bibb

However these statements are the basic minimum, they do not give advice, nor cover concerns by club members whose boats are tied up
elsewhere, possibly in a canal against the bank.

Following is a list of things you can do to your boat
to make it better able to withstand hurricane force
winds while tied up at MYC docks.

They don’t cover 180 degree wind change,
sudden rising water or remind you to check dock
lines that may have frayed unnoticed or suffered
UV degradation.

1. FACE NORTH TO EAST - In the Melbourne
area hurricane force winds will come from the north
and east most of the time. Tie your boat facing north
to east so the bow will be into the prevailing wind. If
this is not possible, be sure you have adequate
dock lines on the north & east, and adequate fenders to the south and west. Although we are extremely well protected from south and west winds,
Jeanne and Francis proved south winds can damage boats.

To this end, apart from opening up the seminar, I will approach our more experienced members and ensure that the seminar is positive, informative and totally enjoyable.
A loose plan will also be tabled so that when a
Hurricane Watch is posted, members can coordinate their efforts, so that the slip members
help adjacent slip members, kayak people tie
down adjacent Prams, and Sunfish boaters remove all the Sunfish (& Lasers) from the west
bank.
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2. CLEARANCE - If your boat normally lies one
foot or less from a dock or another boat, RE-TIE IT
so there is adequate clearance for your boat to
move side to side and front to back in the slip.
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3. CAUTION - Make sure that ALL lines are accessible so that MYC’s Good Samaritans who watch
over boats and docks can adjust them easily if necessary. Preferred method of tying to a pole is twice
around finished with 2 or 3 half hitches. Just to be
sure they won’t slip free, finish cleat knots with 2
half hitches.
4. BOW AND STERN LINES - Assuming your
boat is facing approximately to windward, there
should be lines running from your bow cleat to both
sides to hold it squarely in your slip. DOUBLE UP
these bow lines to help stop the violent side-to-side
motion caused by the high winds. Do the same for
the stern lines. The second lines should be tied
slightly looser than the main bow & stern lines to
allow for rising water.
5. SPRING LINES - Run from a windward piling or
dock to a cleat as far to the opposite end of the
boat as possible. Make these lines as long as possible so they can stretch and act as shock absorbers. This eases the wind gust shock loads on the
pilings as well as the boat. All boats at MYC docks
should have at least one spring line; TWO SPRING
LINES must be rigged for hurricane force winds.
Again, just to be sure, tie two spring lines from both
bow and stern.
6. EXTRA LINES - Leave extra dock lines in an
UNLOCKED lazarette in case they are needed
later.
7. CHAFING GEAR - Make sure lines running thru
chocks are protected with rubber hose or commercially available chafe protectors. Chafed dock lines
could be the cause of your boat breaking loose if
not taken care of.
8. DOCK LINE SIZE - Use nylon dock lines. For
boats 25' or less 3/8" is barely adequate. For boats
25' to 35' - 1/2" dock line is adequate. For 35' to
44' use 5/8" to 3/4".
9. ALLOW FOR RISING WATER - At our docks
normal water levels fluctuate about 1-1/2 ft. In
heavy storms and hurricanes, the water level can
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rise as much as 1-1/2 ft. ABOVE the dock
deck. Make all your dock lines as long as
practical so your boat can rise with the water
and not be "held down" by too short lines.
10. SAILS – REMOVE ALL ROLLER FURLING JIBS AND MAINS before the wind rises.
Jibs will unfurl and rip apart and mains will
come loose and be destroyed as well. Both
cause too much wind age if left in place.
11. BIMINIS - REMOVE THEM! Or at least
fold them down and lash them securely. Also,
remove anything that can flap, rattle or vibrate,
including dinghies. High winds will destroy or
remove ANYTHING loose.
12. BOOMS - Lash to deck or rig a triangle
bridle from end of boom to cleats or stanchions on stern quarters.
13. FUEL, BATTERIES – You should have at
least a half-full tank, and your batteries should
be charged so that if you do have to make a
run for cover somewhere else, these essentials won’t cause a last minute panic.
14. ANCHORS – Again – just in case – have
at least two GOOD anchors aboard, with chafing gear, ready for use, with at least 100’ of
1/2” line on each with a minimum of 15 ft. of
chain.
15. DOCK POWER – Must be turned off before the water level reaches the stringers under the dock decking.
16. REMEMBER McALLISTER'S MAXIM OVERKILL IS JUST ABOUT RIGHT!
Editor’s Note: It was requested at the June General
Membership Meeting that information on hurricane
preparation for our boats be printed in this month’s
newsletter and a Hurricane Preparedness Seminar
be held following the July 2 General Meeting.
Thank you, David and Jack for getting it together
for us on short notice!
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Jasmine in Pots Photo by Amy Lacy

Garden/Landscaping
Committee Report
It’s about time I write an article for the Tell-Tale
to thank the Garden Committee and all of you
members who have been so helpful with our gardening needs. First of all, let me tell you who is
on the committee. They are Betsy Baird,
Brenda Spletter, Diane Jones, Floyd Bryan,
Jane McClain, John Martin, Jim Henry (our
resident spritzer), Nancy Melfi, Nancy Beckett,
Nancy Garvey, Joyce Alexy, Rose & Bill
Baker, Prill & Steve Clendenin and our newest
member Jerrie Hixon. They are a hard working
bunch who has put a lot of sweat equity into the
garden.
Right now we’re praying for rain. We hand water twice a week, but on Thursday, June 12th,
we’re having another planting day and then it will
be necessary to water every day for two weeks
until the plants get established. Hopefully, the
rainy season will kick in by then to give us a little
break.
We’ll be planting Confederate Jasmine in the
middle section of the front fence, filling in the bed
next to the house on the east side with more sansaveria (aka mother-in-law’s tongue or snake
plant), filling in the area between the boatyard
and the east fence with Purple Queen, putting
two more hibiscus by the walkway to Jack and
Jackie’s apartment by the annex and filling the
two pots in front of the bathrooms.
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Since we first started last September, the garden committee has been blessed with donations
both monetarily and in plants. We have received
two $500 donations, a $200 donation, a $100 gift
card to Lowe’s from Bob & Wendy Hughes and
ferns for the back slope from their home, bromeliads from Debbie and Grant Ball, plus a funky
cactus in the rock garden, areca palms from Jeff
and Debbie McGregor, donated ruellias and
sansaveria with more coming from Betsy Baird,
and rock garden plants from Rose and Bill
Baker. Also Prill Clendenin gave us 3 robellini
palms and liriope and a couple of gorgeous ferns
including the one in the pot on the east side.
Nancy Garvey bought us a bunch of gardening
tools, so we won’t have to bring them from home.
A few things that we hope to accomplish yet
this year are:
1) Put a 4’ tall fence piece to match the front
fence in front of the propane tank to hide it and a
couple of taller fence pieces in front of the air
conditioning units to hide them. Then either put
shrubbery in front of the fence pieces or vines on
them.
2) Add more coquina rock to the bottom of the
rock garden where the cherry laurels grow to prevent erosion and to continue the look of the rock
garden
3) Put a ramp going up to the dry boatyard from
the parking lot to make that look a lot neater.
4) Build a picnic table for the barbecue area.
I will send out e-mails to the membership when
we have our workdays (twice a month) and if
you’re free, hopefully you’ll join us. We start at
8:30 AM (or whenever you can get there) and
work until noon.
We bring our own sandwiches and I bring a
dessert and at 12:00 we quit and go into the clubhouse for lunch.
If you would like to be a regular member of the
Gardening Committee email me at:
lacy7377@bellsouth.net
… and I’ll put you on the Gardening Committee
email list.
Amy Lacy
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
NEW NOMINATIONS:

Fountain
Grass

Andy Forman expects to have a couple of his
adult sailing students join the club.
RESIGNATIONS:

Photo
by
Amy
Lacy

There were two resignations since the last meeting. Resident Alan Shaw and Corinthian William
Watts.
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:
Membership Data
Resident = 166, Non-Resident = 21,
Corinthian = 7, Honorary = 9
Jim Lacy, Membership Director

Hibiscus
Bamboo Palms Photo by Amy Lacy

Photo by Amy Lacy

Memorial Service for George Behnke at MYC on June 21
There will be a Memorial Service on June 21 at 1 p.m. Anyone wishing to bring their boat is welcome to
join the flotilla to the Melbourne Beach Pier area where his ashes will be scattered. Or, join us following the
cruise at MYC for a short celebration of his life at 3:30 p.m. Please bring photos and memories to share.
Past Commodore George Behnke passed away on May 7, in Orlando, FL, after a long bout with cancer.
A club member for at least 40 years, George served as MYC Commodore in 1977, during the transition
from our old club across the harbor to our present location on East River Drive. Meetings were then held in
the annex building 2nd floor (where Jack and Jacki live now) and critical decisions were made regarding the
construction of the docks and new club house. Over the years George also served as Dock Master for at
least five terms. George and Rene also hosted wonderful fish fries on Marker 21 Island.
George was a WWII bomber pilot in Europe, and later a transatlantic Trans World Airlines Captain. Bill
Thon reminded me that George was once hi-jacked to Cuba.
George retired to Melbourne Beach, was a very active member of MYC and a key contributor. He spent
many happy days sailing Rene II. He will be sorely missed by all those who remember him.
Rachele Ross
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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