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Howdy!
The Entertainment Committee is excited about the Wild
West Dinner Party on Saturday night,
August 16.
The Saloon opens at 6:00 p.m. offering Cactus Juice specials.
The Chuck Wagon will start serving Steak, Taters, and Fixins at
7:00 p.m.
Live entertainment will include honky tonk piano and dance music “till the cows come home.” Western wear and costumes are encouraged. Don’t miss this evening of great food and fun!
If you have not made reservations, call 952-2802 today, sign up at
the club, or e-mail dgabik@aol.com. Cost is $15.00 per person.
Entertainment Report continued on page 4

REGATTA SEASON COMING
Our Fall Regattas will be here
shortly. First up is the 30th ANNUAL
MERMAID REGATTA, September
27 and 28. See the flier in this
newsletter. Rachele Ross and Rochelle Yates are planning lots of fun
activities as part of this Regatta.
Plan to participate! If you are not
racing, at least plan to attend the
party. It will be a blast.
FALL REGATTA will be split into
Small Boat weekend, October 18
and 19 and Big Boats weekend October 25 and 26. The details are not
yet planned but we are anticipating
hosting Sport Boats, Spin PHRF I,
Spin PHRF II, Non Spin PHRF, and
Catalina 22 Classes. Small Boats
expected are Laser, Sunfish, and Portsmouth. Other classes would
be most welcome.
Fleet Report continued on page 4
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I am writing this after August 8. According to the Chinese, 08-08-08 is
supposed to be an extremely lucky and profitable day. I hope that everyone experienced some good luck on that day.
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Alice and I just returned from Gainesville where we watched our son
Duke receive his degree from University of Florida. Congratulations
Duke!!
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Community Involvement for the Melbourne Yacht Club stepped up a
notch, as Andy Forman set up a lunch with the Melbourne City Councilmen Mark LaRusso, and John Thomas. Mark has been a great fan of
MYC when we have spoken before the council meetings, and John is
the director of athletic ventures for Florida Institute of Technology. He
was VERY interested in developing a relationship supporting activities
between FIT and MYC.

I am looking forward to the increased opportunities we have both to
grow sailing within the community, and to support collegiate sailing.
I asked Mark how can MYC become more involved with the Melbourne Downtown Community Redevelopment Areas, (commonly referred to CRA’s) and he said it is simple, just come to the meetings. The
next CRA meeting was held on August 1, so Diane Gabik and I attended. We met the majority of the
members. Diane knew most of them personally, and let me tell you, she is something to watch when she
is in her element!!
When we met Chairman Jack Ryals and member Michael Melhado, they could not wait to take a tour
of our revamped clubhouse. We took them on a personal tour immediately after the CRA meeting, and
talked about sailing in Melbourne. We are welcome to attend any of the meetings which are held on the
first Friday every other month. The next meeting would be October 3 in the Melbourne City Council chambers. If we would like to be placed on the agenda, we just have to contact Chairman Ryals and he will
place us on the formal agenda.
Some of you may have noticed that the floating dock has been changed to a more narrow format. This
is an experiment that our dock committee is trying to see if this will provide more area to launch from as
well as allowing use of the hoist on the other side. It should extend at a 45 degree angle to the northeast
from the ramp. Please let us know what you think of the new format.
Remember, HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!! Please have your plan in place to have your boat prepared BEFORE the hurricane warning is issued. There have been many sales at West Marine for new
dock lines to help prepare.
Many members have returned from their annual cruises by now. I am looking forward to many salty
yarns (stretched a bit??) around the bar.
Sail Fast!! Keep the soft foils up, and the hard foils down.
Art Ahrens/Commodore

Photos by Ross Herbert

Session II
Youth Sailing
Class
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Fleet Report

knot breeze. Eight of the fifteen boats on the water
capsized. The racing was canceled for the day.
So far, twenty six sailors have turned out for the first
continued from page 1
two races of the summer series and the after race hot
dogs and beer. A lot of them are new to the sport.
KEY LARGO 18’ PAINTED
Continue to sail and race. Time on the water makes
Antifouling bottom paint has been applied to our
club runabout allowing it to be kept in the water. Many for a better sailor.
From now until the end of the year the sailing will
thanks to Larry Etheridge, Chris Gates and Jim Edwards for supplying equipment to hoist and chock the only get better, so fix up that garage boat and join the
fun.
boat for painting; to Jim Edwards for donating some
We will have our third Hot Dog Feast scheduled for
of the paint and to John Martin and Steve Clendenin
the Summer Series finale September 21. Until then,
for sanding and painting.
small boat practice and on course instruction is every
Thursday at 1630 hours. Be there or be square…
FLEET COMMITTEE
Fleet Committee has been expanded by addition of rigged!
Steve Clendenin/Capt. Sunfish Fleet 669
Page Proffitt. Page will be focusing on our cruise activities. Our next cruise will be Labor Day Weekend.
See details on page 5.
Jim Henry/Rear Commodore/Fleet Captain

SUNFISH SAILING
Sunday, July 13, we had 17 small boats
out to race. What looked to be a rainy day
wash out, by race time, had turned into a
great day for the start of the Summer Small
Boat Race Series. For much of the day,
Dave Silverman led the eleven Sunfish around the
course. Michelle Davis, fresh from the World Master
Laser Championships in Australia, scored six bullets in
the Laser races. Jan Crawford and Barbara McIntyre were the class of the Phantoms. Half of the
twenty sailors on the course were new to small boat
racing.
As good as the racing was, the after race gourmet
Hot Dog Feast was even better. The shrimp pasta,
mandarin orange and almond salad, deviled eggs, potato salad, baked beans, brownies, and fruit and
cheese were the perfect accompaniment to the hot
dogs. Thirty five sailors, families, and guests enjoyed
the food.
"Thank you", PRC Jim Henry, Rochelle Yates, Jim
Miller and John Martin and to MYC Fleet, and Sunfish Fleet 669.
On July 27, fifteen boats sailed out of the harbor for
some Sunday morning sailing. Eleven of them made it
to the start line. The first race of the day was a throw
out. RC, Dim Witted, had set two windward marks.
One more reason to volunteer for race committee
(sign up sheet is the calendar on the MYC bulletin
board). Within a minute of the start of the second race,
the wind changed from light and shifty to a twenty plus
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Entertainment Report
continued from page 1

Breaking News!
No more cake and ice
cream. Birthday guys and
gals get a free drink and
toast instead! Stop by the
MYC Bar for Happy Hour on
the first Friday of your birth
month and our friendly bartenders will treat you to a
complimentary birthday beverage of your choice.

Ping Pong and more for youth
The ping-pong table continues to entertain and
amuse younger guests. There is a new bucket of balls
tied to the table. Entertainment and bar committees
are looking into raising funds for video games and also
a wireless mike.

You are invited to help make plans on AUG 21
There will be an Entertainment Committee meeting
on Thursday, August 21, at 5:30 to plan the rest of the
year - Sound of Music Sing Along Dinner and Movie in
October, Sharing Dinner and Auction in November,
Christmas Parties, New Years Eve and possibly the
Christmas Light Parade! Anyone interested in helping
with these activities is invited to attend.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone having fun at
the club!
Diane Gabik/Entertainment Director
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Happy teens in summer
Sailing Class

Photo by Ross Herbert

Bar Report
I have started to get back into the swing of being Bar
Director after being very in and out of town or commission since March. Thanks again to Diane Gabik and
Gerry Moores for all their help during this time. We
were open for 9 events and sold over $1600 in chits
during the month. At the half way point of the year, we
are on track to meet our budget. I am working on an
update to the bar pricing list to add the new items we
now have and to simplify the list by having fewer different prices.

Thanks

Labor Day Weekend
CRUISE
with “BURN IT “ at
4 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 31
We will be cruising to Sebastian Inlet State Park,
Labor Day weekend, Saturday and Sunday, August
30 and 31. We have Pavilion # 3 reserved for Sunday. Pavilion # 3 is located on the south point near the
boat ramps and restrooms. Sail down either Saturday
or Sunday for a get together dinner on Sunday
night.
Since we will be at a location that anyone can drive
to, we would like to welcome any of our members
and their guests that may want to drive down and
enjoy the fun with us.
For those with small boats, and want to trailer
them down, no problem. Come join us for Sunday and
stay for dinner. Sail the clear waters around Sebastian. This will be a simple “Burn It” and share. Bring a
main dish for yourself to grill (hamburgers/hotdogs,
etc) and a dish to share with others. We plan to eat
around 4 p.m. on Sunday.
Jim Henry got me involved with cruising and asked
me to take it over at the last meeting. I have started a
webpage that lists the cruises that come up at:
http://www.pageproffitt.com/cruiselist.htm.
I hope to plan a cruise once a month, if the interest
is there for it. If there is a way to involve the small boat
fleet on these cruises, I will try to do that as well. If you
have any suggestions I would appreciate anything you
might have...email me at rpp@pageproffitt.com or call
321-806-0303.
Page Proffitt/Cruising
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Thanks to Gerry Moores for
opening the bar early for the 4th of
July cooking team. Thanks very
much to Nancy Stow for helping
re-arrange the kitchen pantry. Now
you can actually SEE the entire
floor. You may have to look around
if you can’t find something right away. We are working
on putting up labels so it will be easier to know where
to stow items when you are finished with them.

Future Plans
Diane Gabik, Entertainment Director, and I have
reviewed the questionnaires regarding Sunday activities you all so graciously filled out back in May. There
was a lot of interest in having Burn Its, Wine and
Cheese events, and Deck Parties along with games
and seminars. The Entertainment and Bar Committees
will work on incorporating these great ideas into our
future plans.

Cruising Tips Panel
Aug. 24 at 3 p.m.
followed by “BURN IT”
Sunday, August 24, the Sunday
before the MYC cruise to Sebastian Inlet, we are going to have a
Cruising Tips Panel starting at 3
p.m. We will have a panel of cruisers to cover tips that
will be helpful to everyone planning to attend the
cruise to Sebastian as well as other local cruising. We
will also have a “Burn It” following the panel. The grill
will be ready at 4:30 p.m. Bring your own meat to grill
and MYC will provide the sides and desert. Price is $4
each.
Karen Sowden/ Bar Director
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Mid August - September 2008
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

10

11

12

13

Thu

Fri

14

15

4:30 PM S.B.P.S.

“small boat
practice session
for adults”

SMALL BOATS RACE

Summer Series

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
17

18

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
24
SMALL BOATS RACE
Summer Series

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
19

Landscaping
Workday

20

4:30 PM
S.B.P.S.

8:30 AM
to Noon

25

26

21

27

28
4:30 PM
S.B.P.S.

3PM Cruising Tips Panel

4:30PM “Burn It”

22

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

SEP 1

2

Labor Day

Weekend Cruise

4 PM “Burn It”

Pavilion # 3

7

8

9

3

6:30PM
General
Membership
Meeting

10

4
4:30 PM
S.B.P.S.

11

16

Wild West
Dinner Party
7 PM Bar Opens 6 PM

Reservations: 952-2602

23

FALL RUM RACE # 1
TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
29
TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

31

Sat

30
Labor Day Weekend
Cruise
to Sebastian Inlet
State Park

5
FALL RUM RACE # 2

6

12

13

TGIF—Sept Birthdays:
Free Drink & Toast
Bar Opens 5:15 PM

SMALL BOATS RACE

Summer Series

4:30 PM
S.B.P.S.

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
14

15

16

17

18

19

4:30 PM
S.B.P.S.

FALL RUM RACE # 3

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
21

22

23

24
Tomorrow
Landscaping
Workday

Summer Series Final
Hot Dog Feast

8:30 AM to
Noon

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
28

Kayaking
jhmartin@mindspring.com
321-432-5213

20

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

SMALL BOATS RACE

MERMAID REGATTA

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

29

25

26

4:30 PM S.B.P.S.
6:30PM
MERMAID RULES
SEMINAR
Pizza

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

27

MERMAID REGATTA
9AM Register
12:30PM 1st Start
5:30PM Steel Drums
6PM Festival Gala

30

9:30AM Register
Noon 1st Start
3PM Hot Dogs
3:30PM Awards
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House Report
I would like to begin with applause to our landscaping committee.
Every time I look around there is something else new and improved
and the grounds are very well maintained. Green thumbs up.
The house committee is currently working on a prototype
for sound buffering panels and will implement the plan once
we have a sufficient design to deaden some of the sound in
the upper lounge area.
The Recycle effort has become more of a burden than we expected. Thanks to John Martin
for taking on the task of placing large trash cans at the South end of the two docks, clearly
marked, “Cans Only.” What John has found are half empty containers of just about everything.
When John took the two bags of sifted through and emptied out containers to the recycling establishment he was handed $3.60.
We are all for recycling, however the recent effort has caused more frustration that it is worth and we will
remove the large recycle cans. At this time I am open for membership to share ideas regarding the matter.
It has come to our attention at our last House meeting that the light bulbs in the men’s room
are constantly burning out. This could be a wiring issue, however to monitor just often the
bulbs are being replaced we ask that folks who do take the time to replace bulbs date them with
a Sharpie i.e. date of install and date of replacement, then place it in the bathroom cabinet in a
box marked “Light Bulbs.” We will monitor the longevity of the bulbs for at least a month. If
anyone has a suggestion or a solution please send them my way.
Last month we requested volunteers for implementing prep for a possible hurricane asking
members to sign up to help hang the hurricane shutters. As of now that list consists of eight of
members. We could use a few more so the sign up sheet will remain on the bar in hopes of getting a few more volunteers.
A few members have shared with House that there is not enough ventilation in the showers
and suggestions were made to replace the exhaust fans in the showers with a larger fans and
placing them on a separate timer switch that would run for a period of time after the lights are
turned off. Another suggestion was to place a couple of shelves in the shower and in the open
changing area for occupants to place personal items on. We will add these suggestions to our
list of things to accomplish.
We have established a new program called “Life Lines.” The Life Lines program is to
promote and recognize financial contributions to the club We have a lovely Life Lines
plaque donated by Dave Noble, which will display members names who have made contributions. The funds will not be limited to just House committee type items, but will be for general use of the club. Please consider becoming a participant in the Life Lines
program. No fixed amounts are required.
Rochelle Yates/Vice Commodore/House

MYC Calendar Online
http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3
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Dock Master’s Report
The Lister’s have abandoned ship and escaped to Europe.
So while we are away, please be realistic – if a hurricane watch is posted,
clear the decks, double up the lines, disconnect the power and help your
neighbor.
Dock news is quiet, even about the ongoing ramp and jetty experiments. So
here is a salutary tale for us all!
A guy is in a sailboat on the ocean when a storm comes up. A powerboat
pulls up to him and offers to tow him to safety. He says, “I am a devout man, I
know that God will save me – you go ahead into shore.”
The storm gets worse. A coast guard patrol boat pulls up to him and offers to tow him to safety. Again he
says, “I am a devout man, I know that God will save me – you go ahead into shore.”
The storm is getting terrible now – waves splash over his little boat. A helicopter comes
out hovering over the boat and drops a ladder down to the man. He waves them off, saying
again, “I am a devout man, and I know that God will save me.”
The storm reaches hurricane level and the man is swept off the boat and drowns. Being a
devout man, he goes up to heaven – where he meets God. He asks of God, “I have worshipped you all my
life, yet you did not save me from the storm. Why?”
God replies, “I sent a powerboat to get you. I sent the Coastguard to get you. I sent helicopters out to
save you………”
David Lister/Dock Master

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
NEW CORINTHIAN MEMBER
Stephen Jones sponsored by Doug Worth.

NEW RESIDENT NOMINATION:
Doris Jannke sponsored by Jan Crawford. Doris says, “ I have been around water and boats all my
life, love sailing and enjoy all aspects of MYC. I have enjoyed being a guest of my niece, Jan Crawford,
many times. I love people and I am a good volunteer for most projects especially large party gatherings. I
have recently returned to the area and I am ready to spend some time at MYC.”

RESIGNATIONS, REVOCATIONS
There are two resignations, James Nimocks, resident and Edmund Seijo, resident. I have made numerous attempts to reach Mr. Seijo by mail and phone and have gotten no response. I have put him in resigned
status in hopes of contacting him in the future. There are two revocations. James Mussman, Corinthian and
Tom Richardson, non- resident. No response to my or Jan Crawfords inquiries regarding there membership.

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:
Membership Data Resident = 162, Non-Resident = 20, Corinthian = 7, Honorary = 9
Jim Lacy, Membership Director
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Photos by
Ross Herbert

Youth & Adult Sailing
The second youth sailing instruction session successfully concluded last weekend, August 2, with 16 kids (and two parents) out on
the water in club Sunfish.
It’s been a great year for beginner sailing training. We had 4 sailing classes over 16 Saturday’s without an adverse weather event,
we were visited by flipper and flipper’s cousins, and, on the last day,
the kids gave a surprise wakeup call to two huge manatees that
were loitering just off the club boat ramp in the west dock channel,
when they went for their pre-sailing swim.
Many thanks go the fantastic support and contribution from Steve
Clendenin, John Martin, Dave Lister, Ross Herbert, Matt Wayne,
Paul Lucas, Simon Koumjian, Buzz Mantle, Jack Clark, Jim
Henry, and Paige Proffitt. Without their individual and collective
contributions, we just could not keep the program running. Many
parents contributed as well including Bob Hill, Peter Higgins,
Susan Putnam, Kim Watson, and Barbie Johnson. It was also
great to see a few of the returning teenagers help including Alex
Higgins and Molly Forman.
You may have noted recently that a growing number of the new
adult sailors are appearing at the rum races and,
recently, are interested in participating in the
Mermaid Regatta. Some of these are recent
graduates of the adult sailing instruction program and some are those who contacted me
after the classes were full. Please support these
new sailors in their efforts to participate by inviting them as new crew…the sailing bug is becoming contagious.
Sail on!

mycboard@
commodore@
commodore-vice@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
secretary@
dockmaster@
entertainment@
fleet@
membership@
youth@
bar@
Newsletter address:
myc-news@

Editor’s Note:
Amy Lacy has decided to take a sabbatical from being a
co-editor of the MYC
Tell Tale. Many
Jerrie
thanks for all her
hard work and especially for teaching me the ropes.
We are fortunate that Pete Anderson has stepped up to return as our
co-editor. Welcome back Pete!
Pete will be putting together the
September issue. You can help by
sending in photos!
Jerrie Hixon

Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to: myc-news@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include your name & phone
number. Also, include captions with
any pictures you submit including
names, dates, places, etc.

Andy Forman, Youth Director
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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