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Doug and Pam Worth invite Melbourne
Yacht Club members and friends to a
House (back porch) Party to watch the Banana River Squadron Christmas Boat Parade in Lake Shepard at their home in
Satellite Beach on Saturday, Dec. 20 at
5:30 p.m. until ....
The Boat Parade will probably arrive between 6 and 7 pm. Bud, Bud Light and
Miller High Life will be furnished. If you
have another favorite libation, bring it. If it
is real easy to grab a chair, bring it.
Please bring a snack, salad, appetizer
tray, or bag of chips to share.

Christmas
Boat Parade
Party
5:30 p.m.
December 20
at the
Worth House

The address is 356 N. Lakeside Drive.
See page 4 for driving directions. Please
R.S.V.P. if you plan to attend by calling
610-4869 or e-mail Pamela50@cfl.rr.com.

MYC Annual

New Year's Eve Party
7:30 p.m., December 31
Dance, Drink, Eat, Play Games,
Enjoy Fireworks, Wear a Funny Hat!

This year, the New Year’s Eve Party has
everything for you to have a great time
and celebrate the end of 2008 – including
live music and great appetizers. Call Ross
Herbert at 757-9231 or sign up at the club
if you are planning to attend. Cost is $15
per person.

Monthly Membership Meeting
6:30 p.m., January 7

Start the New Year with a Sparkling Boat!
Learn how to shine, clean and touch–up your boat with the least
amount of energy and money! Immediately following the business
meeting, Doug Worth will share his 30 years of experience and some of
his secrets on keeping his boats looking good with everyday products many found at Wal-Mart!
Entertainment Report continued on page 4
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Best Wishes to All for a Happy Holiday Season!!
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m

Thank you to Jim Gibson, Jacki Leahy, Simon
Koumjian, and Rhonda Delmater for assembling
a slate of nominations for next years Board of Directors. Below is their submitted list.

Last month we had a very successful Rules
seminar with Bill Gladstone. FIT received half of
the proceeds, which will help them get their fleet in
shape, and help with travel expenses as they travel
around
the state
to attend
the regatta circuit.

Treasurer: Del Wiese
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Thanksgiving is
a happy memory.
Alice and I enjoyed a New England Thanksgiving
with our children
and grandchild up
in Connecticut.
Log
We explored Mystic Seaport and
we were treated
to seeing the Charles Morgan (Whaling square rigger) in dry dock. It is extremely top heavy. The
volunteers there are worried that a strong
nor’easter doesn’t blow her over.

s
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Betty Thon and Rachel Ross at the Art &
Treasures Sharing Auction in November.

We
also had
a successful

Melbourne Yacht Club
Nominations For
2009 Officers and Directors
Commodore: Rochelle Yates
Vice Commodore (House): Jim Henry
Rear Commodore (Entertainment): Diane Gabik
Secretary: Ross Herbert
Director (Fleet): Pat Lambert
Director (Membership): John Martin
Director (Docks): Grant Ball
Director (Bar & Kitchen): Gerry Moores
Director (Youth): Andy Forman
Congratulations to the nominees!!

Art & Treasures Sharing
Auction and
Coctail Party.
Many
thanks to
those who
put the event
together and
also to those
provided articles to auction off for a
great cause. Fay Bitzer and Debbie McGregor
Our local ser- showing items to be auctioned.
vicemen are
grateful for our support.
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As we wind down 2008 and
look forward to 2009, I wish everyone happy holidays, much happiness in the upcoming year, and
joyous times with your loved
ones.
Sail Fast!!
Keep the soft foils up, and the
hard foils down.
Art Ahrens/Commodore
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Melbourne Yacht Club

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Wednesday, December 31
7:30 p.m. - bar opens
8:00 p.m. - music begins
$15/person

Bring your friends and join us
for an informal and fun New
Year’s Eve . . .
featuring
∗

Live music with Christian Miller —

∗

Fun and games

∗

Snacks and noisemakers

∗

Silly hat contest

∗

Champagne toast and fireworks at midnight

great for dancing or just listening

For more information, contact Ross Herbert
ross2629@bellsouth.net or Jacki Leahy at 768-9921
Reservations appreciated.

There will be a potluck “morning after”
breakfast for those who stay
the night on their boats.
December 2008
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Entertainment Report
Continued from page 1

Driving Directions to the Christmas Boat Parade Party
at the Worth House on December 20.
From the South: Get on South Patrick Drive and go
North approximately 3.3 miles north of Eau Gallie Causeway. Then go past the Jackson Street red light, and start
looking to the left for the turn into Lake Shepard and turn
left onto Shepard Boulevard. The Worth’s House is at
the West end of the entrance way and is two houses
North of Jim Miller’s. From the North: From Pineda
Causeway go south 1.1 miles on S. Patrick Dr. to the
third red light which is the BP Gas Station, then 2 more
blocks south and turn right on Shepard Blvd.

MYC Halls and Walls Are
Decked!
The Melbourne Yacht Clubs Halls and Walls were
beautifully decked at the Holidays Decorating
Brunch! Under the direction of Rachelle Ross and
Debbie McGregor, over 25 creative members
trimmed trees, made
bows, hung lights, built
a boat, and much more
Thanks to the creative
efforts of 25 members
the club is more than
ready for holiday festivities! We hope to see
you at the Undecorating Burn-it in
January!
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Everyone had a great
time at the Holiday Party!
The MYC Annual Holiday Party was enjoyed by
over 80 guests of all ages. Everyone was delighted by the Melbourne High School Miracles
Dance Team’s performance on the docks before
the beautiful young ladies escorted the children
down to greet Santa as he arrived on Majjik. After
Santa and his helper, Marlene Sassaman, distributed gifts, guests were treated to a catered dinner
by candlelight while B John Quinlivan and Paul
Santa Maria entertained with holiday music. After
dinner they kicked up the tunes for dancing - and
clogging! The children amused themselves having
fun with the WII in the back of the room while the
adults continued partying!
Thanks to our Santa Squad, Rachelle Ross,
Harry Stapor, and Jack Bibb, Marty Ward, Jennifer Slayton, Carolyn Shea, and Linda Tillman
for setting up and handling the rest of the details
that evening, and to the Forman Family for supervising children’s activities.
Many thanks to the entertainment committee for
calling the members to invite them and to Ross
Herbert for keeping track of everyone.
Diane Gabik/Entertainment
Director
See page 7 for more photos from the Holiday Party and page 12 for decorating and
workdays to get the club so beautiful!
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Frost Bite Cruise to
Ballard Park with ECSA
Come one come all to the first cruise of the season on January 17th and 18th. The Frost Bite Cruise
to Ballard Park with ECSA will be an easy first cruise
for some of you without being too far from home.
Bring your kayaks, on Saturday afternoon, some of
our kayakers will be paddling up the Eau Gallie
River, so come join in.
On Saturday night at 5:30 we will have a grill going
so bring something to cook for your self and a dish
to share, and we will have a great time. We plan on
having a story telling time after dinner about some
local cruises our members have been on.
Weather permitting we will have a movie under the
shelter at Ballard Park in the evening (bring a blanket and a comfy chair).
On Sunday morning, before we all head back to
our home ports, stop under the pavilion for some hot
coffee and pastries.
More information to come or call Page Proffitt at
321-806-0303.

House Report
House Is Finishing Up The Year
The November 15th Work Day was very productive.
Thirty-two members came to lend a hand on Saturday. Among the many things accomplished: painting,
landscaping, cleaning out gutters, and power washing the deck. We tidied up the kitchen, cleaned ceiling fans, replaced air filters, and sifted through many
boxes from both the tire store and ballroom closet.
After relocating many of the items from the tire
store and ballroom closet, the inventory list has been
updated and posted on the ballroom closet door.
Should anyone want to add something to inventory
in any area, please grab a pen or pencil and add it to
the list.
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Thanks so much to all of you
who helped spruce up and organize our club as well as those who
gathered to decorate the club
house for the holiday season. It
looks very festive!
There were only a few items left
on the initial “work day goal list”
and we have organized small committees to head up these projects
such as:
Finishing painting. The north wall in the bar
will be painted to match the upper lounge wall.
Build a Trophy case – Sandy
Bryan, Jack Bibb, Bob Burson,
Jerry Ross and Dave Noble are
working together to get this trophy
case project under way.
East Gate Lock Install
– Ross Herbert purchased a new cross bar
locking unit that will allow
exiting the east gate
freely and secure the
east gate entrance from
the outside. Grant Ball
has offered to help Ross
install this when it arrives.
Stain
the Deck – We will consult with
our Sherman Williams expert,
Lynde West and use the same
stain we have in the past.
Lastly, we are getting closer to
beginning the
Security/Lighting Project after several meetings and
interviews with contractors.
Happy
Holiday’s
to you all.

Rochelle Yates
Vice Commodore/House
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Mid December ‘08 - January ‘09
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

ECSA Ladies
Race

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
21
FUN RACE

22

23

24

25

26

Christmas Day

Boxing Day

JAN 1

2

27

at 2 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

Hanukkah Begins at midnight

29

28

30

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
4

5

6
Landscaping
Workday
8:30 AM
to Noon

WINTER
RUM RACE # 4

at 2 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
11

12

13

31

NEW
YEAR’S
EVE
PARTY
7

January Birthdays!
Free Drink & Toast
TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
8

6:30 PM
Members
Meeting/
Sparkling Boat
Program

14

3

15

9

10

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

ECSA
Awards Banquet

16

17

Frost Bite Cruise

to Ballard Park with ECSA

18

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

5:30 PM Cookout... outdoor movie
Call - Page Proffitt, 806-0303

23

24

TGIF

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
19

20

21

22

WINTER
RUM RACE # 5

at 2 PM
TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
25

26

27

28

29

30

31

First Aide Course
10 AM - 1PM
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

6

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
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Photos by Ross Herbert
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Fleet Report
2009 Regatta Schedule
•

Spring Regatta small boats April 18-19

•

Spring Regatta big boats April 25-26

•

Spring Fling (ladies) May 23

•

Mermaid Regatta September 26-27

•

Fall Regatta small boats October 17-18

•

Fall Regatta big boats October 24-25

•

No Frills (sunfish) November 28-29

The schedule has been coordinated with local
area clubs to minimize conflicts with their activities.
The Fall Regatta and Mermaid Regatta financials
have been completed. Both events made a positive
contribution. And, of course, bar revenue was up significantly for these events, as those of us who didn’t
win had to rationalize why we didn’t dominate our
competitors!!
Keeping the Key Largo in the water seems to be
working out quite well. There are no significant operational problems, as the engine is running fine.
The fuel gauge has a bit of a personality and shouldn’t be trusted. It is a good idea to add fuel before you
use the boat. Mix fuel-oil at 50-1 ratio and add fuel
preservative as prescribed. Oil and preservative are
on the boat.
Jim Henry/Rear Commodore/Fleet

2008 Sunfish No-Frills Regatta
November 28 & 29
The sixth annual No-Frills Regatta turned out to be
a great one day event and dinner, due to the heavy
winds that came in on Sunday.
There were only 15 racers on the course this year,
but the competition was fierce between those 15.
At the end of the day, top honors went to Dick
Tillman in first, Chris Lowrie in second and Tony
Elliott in third. The complete results can be seen on
Sail-Race.com.
The no-frills concept once again worked great for
Fleet 669, as it allowed everyone to have a good
time at a minimal cost, including beer, wine and trophies, and a great burn-it dinner for the racers, committee and their families.
The race committee this year was made up of Jim
and Lynde Edwards, Jack Bibb, Floyd and Sandy
Bryan, John Martin and Andy Forman. Thanks,
Race Committee!
And thanks to everyone who came and made this
annual event the enjoyable time it was!
Lynde Edwards

Sue Ashton

Bar Report
We were open for 16 events and sold almost
$3,100 in chits during the month of November.
Thank you to all who helped behind the bar at
these events. Thanks to Melanie and Kathy who
worked more shifts than usual. I’m so appreciative to
have such dedicated and cheerful staff. Thank you to
Gerry Moores for bartending for the North U Seminar, to Diane Gabik for manning the bar for the
Decorating Brunch, Jack Leahy for providing adult
beverages for the Orphans’ Thanksgiving and to
Lynde Edwards for opening the bar for the No Frills
Regatta.
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We have a new bartender. Her name is Sue
Ashton. Please make her feel welcome by introducing yourself to her.
We have been so busy with these events, the upcoming Christmas and New Years Eve Parties that I
guess our next Dine In will be after the New Year.
The bar will be closed on Friday, December 26th
to allow all of us to spend this special time with our
families. We will be open on Sunday December
28th.
Karen Sowden/Bar & Kitchen Director
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Membership Report
It’s been a good month of growth for the MYC membership. Including spouses and children, we have 13
new members and families enjoying the club. The recent change in Corinthian membership criteria is
reaping great dividends, enabling us to reach out to younger members of our community. The true credit
for membership growth goes to all of our members. I hear so often about how friendly and helpful we all
are and what a good time visitors have when the come to our club.
I ask that those who sponsor new members to reach out to those you sponsor and help them become
comfortable at MYC. If there is an upcoming event, give them a call and ask them to come and be there to
introduce them to other members. Show them around the docks or annex. Ensure they can get through
the gate or into the clubhouse. If you’re Rum Racing, see if they would like a ride. Become a mentor to
those you sponsor to join MYC.

NEW RESIDENT MEMBERS
Dennis and Patricia Cherone, sponsored by John Martin
Peter and Joyce Higgins, sponsored by Andy Forman
Allan and Maria Whitehead, sponsored by Jim Lacy

NEW CORINTHIAN MEMBERS
Steve and Jessica Schrader, sponsored by Andy Forman
Mike Olson, sponsored by Andy Forman
Justin Wills, sponsored by Andy Forman

NEW PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Josh Matthews, sponsored by Art Ahrens. Josh is a junior at Florida Tech studying Ocean Engineering with an interest in Coastal and Harbor Development. He loves being in or on the water learning new
skills. His interests include sailing, fishing, diving and wreck exploration and artificial reef development. He
started sailing in Annapolis and sails now at Florida Tech. Josh is also working towards getting his captains license. He’d like to join MYC to meet new people, become a better sailor and spend more time on
the water.
Tom and Marjorie McIlree, sponsored by Doug Worth. Tom and Marjorie have been boating and sailing and racing for 40 years and currently own a 40’ Endeavor. Tom has been in financial field, law enforcement, commercial and residential building and is retired, sort of. They have three children and six grandchildren. Tom and Marjorie have been guests of the club many times and would now like to join us.
Jim Lacy/Membership Director

MYC Calendar Online

http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3

December 2008
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In the
kitchen stirring up great
things for
the
“Orphans”
Thanksgiving Dinner
are Pat
Hughes and
Jacki
Leahy.

Dock Master’s Report

Bob Hughes
carving the
turkey.

Paul Lindenberg
and
Carol
Mairs

Melanie Adams
and her husband
enjoying the
“Orphans” Thanksgiving Dinner.

Pat and Bob Hughes, Sr.
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Well, as we come up to the Christmas Season and the end of the year,
there is not a lot to report and all’s well
on the dock front. So, let me tell you
about Boxing Day.
Boxing Day is a public holiday in the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand and Australia, as well
as many other members of the Commonwealth of
Nations and Greece. It’s a traditional celebration
dating back to the Middle Ages.
Traditionally it is the day after Christmas Day, because in the “Lord of the Manor Days” the staff
would have to work on Christmas Day. By serving
the Master of the house and his family (often extended with extra guests), they were given the following day off.
As servants were unable to join their own families
to celebrate Christmas Dinner because they had to
look after their Lord and his guests, it was customary to “box” up the food left over from Christmas
Day and send it with the servants to their families.
In feudal times, the Box would also include practical things such as cloth, grains and tools. In
churches, it was traditional to open the church’s donation box on Christmas Day, and the money inside
was distributed to the poorer or lower classes on the
next day. In this case, the “box” in Boxing Day came
from that lockbox in which the donations were left.
In folklore, it was also the day when the Wren, the
King of the birds, was captured and put in a box and
introduced to each household in the village, when
the wren would be asked for a successful year and
a good harvest.
Maybe boxing up a pelican would
produce a
spectacularly
successful
sailing
year ??!!
So now you
know why Joan and I will be treating December 26th
as our Boxing Day holiday.
We cordially invite you to follow suit and also wish
you great sailing in the New Year to come.
David Lister/Dock Master
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Bulletin Board
First Aid Course in January
A First Aid course will be given at the Melbourne Yacht
Club on Sunday, January 25, 2009 from 10:00 AM to
1:00 PM. The fee for the course is $15.00 per person. Please contact Nancy Melfi at Melfi@umbc.edu to
register for the course and to confirm sufficient interest to
continue planning the event. In order to move forward with the course
we need a minimum of 15 registrants.

Successful Blood Drive
Our NOVEMBER 1 Blood Drive had 17 donors registered and 16 units
collected, which can save up to 48 lives in Brevard County.

2009 MYC Directory
I am in the process of gathering together all the updates and changes
to be put into the 2009 MYC Directory. Once again, we will be adding
member pictures to the Member Roster section.
If you like your picture in the 2008 Directory, you need do nothing
and we will use it again. However, if you would like a new picture, or
you haven't had a picture for the roster taken yet, I will be glad to take
one.
Please contact me and I will be glad to make arrangements to get
together with you and have one taken, or I can take one at TGIF.
Ross Herbert/Secretary

MYC Board/Officer
Email Addresses
@melbourneyachtclub.com
mycboard@
commodore@
commodore-vice@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
secretary@
dockmaster@
entertainment@
fleet@
membership@
youth@
bar@
Newsletter address:
myc-news@

Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to: myc-news@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include your name and
phone number. Also, include captions with any pictures you submit
including names, dates, places,
etc.

Lost & Found Box

JANUARY KAYAKING
On January 17th, we will kayak Turkey Creek into TK Sanctuary. We
will meet at Pollak Park at 10AM. To get to Pollak Park, take US 1 to
Palm Bay Road, turn west (the only way you can turn), go over the railroad tracks, and take an immediate left. Follow this road into the park
and to the ramp.
Bring snacks/lunch, drinks, sunscreen and a whistle. We will eat
lunch at the canoe launch area in the sanctuary. Bring bread for the
turtles and fish.
Please RSVP to John Martin at jhmartin@mindspring.com or at 321432-5213 .
John Martin

Becky Henry brought in a nice
wicker box to be used as the Lost
and Found Box in the club. It is
sitting near the fireplace and is
already full of items.
I found my prescription sunglasses in there this week and
was thrilled. I had been looking all
over our boat, house and cars for
over a month.
If you’ve lost something, check
out the box!
Jerrie Hixon/Layout Editor
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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