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Amy Lacy
Member of the Year

John Martin
Sportsmanship of the Year

To the many who attended the recent Commodores Ball and ceremonial Change of Command, we were treated to a great event,
steeped in MYC tradition. It was truly a special evening, and we are
fortunate to belong to such a great yacht club.
Spring time is Fleet time at MYC, and in my opinion, the best sailing
conditions of the year. We have several upcoming events that are a
combination of old and new. Now that we have sprung ahead into
daylight saving time, be reminded that Rum racing will be switching to
Friday evenings, starting on Friday, March 13th. Also note that small
boat racing on Sunday's will be starting at 1:30 p.m. sharp.
The highlight of the Space Coast spring sailing season is our
Spring Regatta coming up in April. Small
boats start the week off with at least six
classes competing April 18 & 19 out of
Ballard Park. Very competitive racing
Saturday and Sunday with a great party at
MYC Saturday night is on tap. The following weekend we move back to
the MYC race area for Big Boat weekend.
The weekend starts with a special Rum race Friday evening. The
racing kicks into high gear the rest of the weekend with Spinnaker
and Non-Spinnaker racing divisions, Cruising, and the now highly anticipated Wine and Cheese classes. Add in the Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday after racing socials, and you have the essence of sail racing
at its best.
Fleet Report Continued on page 8
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Five meetings
as Commodore
under my
belt: A Bowl
and a Ball
too. This isn’t
so hard.

’s

The Commodore’s Ball was
indeed enjoyed
by 100 of our
members and I
Log
believe Art had
as much fun as
the committee did putting it together.
Thank you to the committee members and many
others who helped put it together and take it all
back down on Sunday. Bob and Wendy Hughes,
Becky and Jim Henry, Lois Scalise, Ann and
Tom Knowlton, Sandra Bryan, Del Wiese, Gary
and Louisa Killian, Neal and Sue Tompkins,
Page Proffitt, Ross Herbert, Jacki and Jack
Leahy, Lynde and Jim Edwards. Your hard
work and unique talents are very much appreciated. The turn out was an honor to Art Ahrens
and we thank you all for joining us.
The board is truly off to a great start. Everyone
seems to be excited about their positions.
A few major expenditures are necessary in the
coming months. The parking lot is in dire need of
being sealed and the annex roof is in need of replacement. The board will attempt to deal with
these issues in the most cost effective way possible.

Commodore's
Ball

Our club has a reputation as a friendly warm organization. Let’s all work hard to keep the tradition
alive. Lots of activities are planned for the spring
season, including our regattas. Get out on the water and be part of the fun and join in as a volunteer
to help make all the events happen.
Congratulations to Amy Lacy for member of the
year and to John Martin for sportsmanship of the
year. They both earned their awards and are a
real credit to the club.
MYC truly is a fine organization and many
members are great examples of the volunteer
spirit that is so critical to our club continuing to
prosper.
Rochelle Yates/Commodore
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Commodore's Ball
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House Report
TIRE STORE. Negotiations are underway with the
Tire Store owner for a shared parking arrangement
involving the Club, Tire Store, and the Osler Building.
We will allow 12 parking spots, both in our lot and the
Tire Store, for use by Osler staff Mon.-Thurs., 7:30 -5
and Fri., 7:30 - 3. The Club will be allowed to use
Osler for weekend special events such as regattas.
Should the club have need for weekday parking for a
special event, Osler is committed to allow this. It’s expected this will become effective next month.

Commodore's Ball

PARKING LOT RESEALING. Bids are now being
obtained for resealing our lot. It’s expected this will be
done this month. This will cause a couple of days of
inconvenience. An email notice will be sent to all detailing the exact plan.
SECURITY FENCE. The fence on the west boundary has been rebuilt, which will make it a little more
difficult for unwanted visitors to access our property
from the US 1 sidewalk.
HURRICANE PLAN. The plan is being updated for
the upcoming season. Volunteers will be needed to do
the necessary preparation when storms approach.
Please contact any House Committee member to offer your assistance.
LANDSCAPING. Amy Lacy got the plants through
the cold without any serious damage. Now if she
would just bring us some rain!! The Landscaping
Committee remains very active and has the grounds
looking super. Thanks to all who help.
WORK PARTY. Our annual spring “Party“ will be
Saturday, April 11, starting at 8:30. This conflicts with
a ECSA race so racers will have to leave a bit early.
All you non-racers, please volunteer for the “Party” so
we can get the work done that day.
ANNEX. The roof requires immediate attention.
Quotes will be obtained this month for replacing the
roof. It is difficult to remember when it last rained, but
the roof leaked badly at that time. It is hoped the roof
work can be completed before the rainy season starts.
VOLUNTEER, VOLUNTEER, VOLUNTEER. I firmly
believe that part of the glue that keeps the Club together is the members doing as much of the work as
possible. Besides, it keeps the spending down, which
keeps dues stable!! Please jump in and participate
with the Club maintenance needs. You will help the
club, and have a bit of fun in the process.
Jim Henry/Vice Commodore/House
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Membership Report
Resignation:
Gordon and Beverly Drysdale
New provisional members:
Karen and Lane Williams were nominated by
Connie Etheridge. Karen and Lane and their two
sons Christopher and Ryan moved here from the
Denver, Colorado area. Lane was relocated to
this area by his employer Jetblue Airways where
he is a pilot Karen is a freelance Spanish translator working from home. She is also a certified
flight instructor. Two years ago they bought an S2
7.9 (woohoo!) which they brought here. They have
both raced and cruised in small boats and large
boats. They are looking forward to racing and
cruising here and have already gotten involved in
racing and in the glorious world of the MYC gardening committee.
Current membership:
Resident: 155 Non-resident: 20
Corinthian: 11 Honorary: 13
John Martin/Membership Director
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Commodore's Ball

Entertainment Report
The entertainment highlight for February was the Low Country Boil, hosted by John Drawe on Friday
night, February 20th. The food was outstanding and plentiful. Over 100 ever-appreciative people feasted on
shrimp, sausage, potatoes, onions, and more, boiled up by John and his sailing buddy Richard Oliver.
John had a great crew to help set up and serve, including his wife, Judy, along with Faye Blitzer, Denny
Scott, Rachele and Jerry Ross, Ross Herbert, Mike and Dee Wilson, and Jennifer Slayton. The whole
crowd also appreciated the great new sound system, which kept everyone in a party mood, both upstairs and
by the bar.
Next, we had an Irish Feast on Friday night, March 20, hosted by Dennis and Patty Cherone. There
were Leprechaun shenanigans that evening along with traditional Irish food and
music. At the MYC Leprechaun Shenanigans there was a Leprechaun Look-Alike
contest and an Irish dinner of corn beef, cabbage, potatoes and dessert. In
preparation for the party, the entertainment committee met on March 17 at 6 p.m.,
immediately followed by an Irish Pub Crawl downtown.
Entertainment Committee Members: Rachele Ross, Patty Henry, Pam Worth,
Jennifer Slayton, Page Proffitt, Debbie McGregor, Sandy Bryan, Jacki
Leahy, Ross Herbert, Sue Tompkins – along with a lot of very supportive volunteers and party hosts!
Diane Gabik/Rear Commodore/Entertainment Director

DINNER RESERVATIONS:
Remember, if you are not able to attend a
dinner and you do not cancel your reservation
at least 24 hours before the date, you will be
charged.
Thanks!
Diane
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Mid March - April 2009
& first week of May
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

SPRING
RUM RACE

1:30PM Small Boat Race

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

30

29

31

April 1

2

4

Free Drink & Toast

6:30 PM
Members
Meeting

Distance Race

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
5

3
April Birthdays!

PCYC

1:30PM Small

PCYC
Distance Race

TGIF—Leftovers DINNER

6

7

8

TGIF - BURN IT

9

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Club reserved
for wedding

10

11

SPRING
RUM RACE

Boat Race

Beer Can Race
TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

MYC SPRING
REGATTA
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
19

TGIF

20

21

22

23

Small Boats

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
27

28

29

30

MYC SPRING
REGATTA

Free Drink & Toast

6

PCYC Cinco de Mayo
Regatta

TGIF

4

5

6

7

8

9

SPRING
RUM RACE

PCYC Cinco de Mayo
Regatta

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

2

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

1:30PM Small Boat Race

May 1
May Birthdays!

Big Boats

3

25

SPRING MYC SPRING
RUM RACE REGATTA
Big Boats

MYC SPRING
REGATTA

26

24

Small Boats

6:30 PM
Members
Meeting

TGIF

HASTY’S SEAFOOD
RAFT UP

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Club reserved for wedding
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The Ten Commandments of Beer Can Racing
I. Thou shalt not take anything other than safety too seriously. If you can only remember one commandment, this is the one. Relax, have fun, and keep it light. Late to the start?
So what. Over early? Big deal. No instructions? Improvise. Too windy? Quit. Not enough wind? Break out the
beer. The point is to have fun, but stay safe. Like the ad says, "Safe boating is no accident."
II. Thou shalt honor the racing rules if thou knowest them. The US Sailing 2005-2008 Racing Rules,
unless specifically stated elsewhere in the Sailing Instructions, is the current rules bible. Few sailors we know
have actually studied it cover to cover: it's about as interesting as reading tax code or the phone book. For beer
can racing, just remember some of the biggies (port tack boats shall avoid starboard ones; windward boats
shall avoid leeward ones; and outside boats shall give room at the mark). Stay out of the way of bigger boats,
pay your insurance premiums and keep a low profile unless you're sure you know what you're doing. Like most
things, it boils down to common sense.
III. Thou shalt not run out of beer. Beer (a.k.a., brewskis, chill pills, thought cylinders) is the beverage
that lends its name to 'beer can' racing; obviously, you don't want to run out of the frothy nectar. Of course, you
can drink whatever you want out there, but there's a reason these things aren't called milk bottle races, CocaCola can races, hot chocolate races or something else. Just why beer is so closely associated with this kind of
racing escapes us at the moment, but it's a tradition we're happy to go along with.
IV. Thou shalt not covet thy competitor's boat, sails, equipment, crew or PHRF rating. No excuses
or whining; if you're lucky enough to have a sailboat, just go use it! You don't need the latest in zirconencrusted
widgetry or unobtanium sailcloth to have a great time out on the water with your friends. Even if your boat's a
heaving pig, make modest goals and work toward improving on them from week to week. Or don't - it's only
beer can racing.
V. Thou shalt not amp out. No screaming, swearing, or overly aggressive tactics. Save that stuff for
the office or, if you must, for a 'real' race. If you lose it on a beer can race, you're going to run out of crew - not
to mention friends - in a big hurry.
VI. Thou shalt not protest thy neighbor. This is extremely tacky at this level of competition and should
be avoided at all costs. Perhaps it's justifiable if one's boat is damaged and blame needs to be established, but
on the whole, tossing a red flag is the height of bad taste in something as relatively inconsequential as a beer
canner. Besides proving that you're unclear on the concept of beer can racing, it screws up everybody's evening, including yours. Don't do it - it's bad karma.
VII. Thou shalt not mess up thy boat. Everybody knows some hardcore weekend warrior who ripped his
sails up in a Friday night race and had to sit out the championship race on Saturday. The point is that it's not
worth risking your boat and gear in such casual competition: like the song says, you got to know when to hold
'em, and know when to fold 'em. Avoid other boats at all costs, not to mention buoys and other hard objects. If
you have the luxury of two sets of sails, use the old ones.
VIII. Thou shalt always go to the yacht club afterwards. Part of the gestalt of beer can races is bellying
up to the yacht club bar after the race. Etiquette demands that you congratulate the winners, as well as buy a
round of drinks for your crew. Besides, the bar is a logical place to see old friends and make new ones. However, when meeting new sailors, avoid the gung-ho, overly serious types who rehash the evening in such gory
detail that the post mortem (yawn) takes longer than the race. As much as we enjoy a quick romp around the
cans, there's more to life.
IX. Thou shalt bring thy spouse, kids, friends and whoever else wants to go. Twilight races are great
forums for introducing new folks to sailing, such as your neighbors, out-of-town visitors, co-workers or maybe
even the family dog. Always bring your significant other along, too - coed crews are happy crews. And don't just
make the newcomers watch - give them a job on the boat. Get everyone involved.
X. Thou shalt not worry; thou shalt be happy. Leave the cell phone in the car, bring the ghetto blaster.
Lighten up, it's not the Big Boat Series. Have fun, and we'll see you out there!
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Dock Master’s
Report

Fleet
Report
continued from page 1

The race committees are being formulated now,
and if anyone would like to volunteer time, we will definitely
find a worthy place for you on the water.
The Fleet committee has been asked to experiment
with a more informal race once a month for cruisers that
wish to sail around the course without the competitiveness of fleet racing, and instead focusing on the more
social and fun side of sailing. Anything that gets more
people sailing is why we have a fleet committee, and as
such, we will be trying out "Beer Can" racing for the
next several months.
The simple rules are printed this month in the TellTale on page 7, and if this is something that may be
more your cut of sail, please join us. We are still working out some details but our first go at it will be Sunday,
April 5. We'll meet at the docks and figure it all out
there.
I look forward to seeing you all on the water and remember, ask a friend to go sailing with you!
Fair Winds,

A number of lockers are now available for
rent. They are located on the ground floor of the
Annex. They are 36"W x 36"D x 44"H, large
enough to hold a folded & rolled sail. The cost
per year is $100.
I am hoping to replace selected portions of our
docks' decking this year. When the time comes,
a work "party" will be organized. Your input is
solicited regarding decking that needs replacement in your area of the dock - look around and
give me a hint if you see deficiencies.
Even though it's early in the year, we
are counting down to hurricane season. Spring
is a great time to check all dock lines and replace any that will not stand up to a strong
breeze!
Just a reminder for those with
boats at the docks - I need proof
of insurance for each boat (with
limit of liability shown) in the
month the policy is renewed.
See you on the dock!

Pat Lambert/Fleet Captain

Grant Ball/Dock Master

Commodore's Ball
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Bulletin Board
MYC Board/Officer
Email Addresses
@melbourneyachtclub.com
mycboard@
commodore@
commodore-vice@
rearcommodore@
treasurer@
secretary@
dockmaster@
entertainment@
fleet@
membership@
youth@
bar@
Newsletter address:
myc-news@

Commodore's Ball
WiFi on the MYC Docks
I’ve been trying to get the MYC wifi hotspot working on my boat for
some time, without success. My boat is almost on the end of the east
dock, and it seemed to be too far from the hotspot to work properly. Recently, I found information from MYC member Sherry McCampbell
about a new product that she liked very much. I bought one, and I can
report that it has solved my problem. It’s the EnGenius model EUB362EXT, and costs about $45. I got mine at www.keenansystems.com.
Pete Anderson

Got a contribution for the
newsletter?
E-mail it to: myc-news@
melbourneyachtclub.com
Please include your name and
phone number. Also, include captions with any pictures you submit
including names, dates, places,
etc.

Commodore's Ball

KAYAKING
Due to prior commitments, I won't be able to lead a kayaking trip on a
weekend in April. If anyone else wants to, please do so.
If anyone is interested in kayaking during the week, please contact me
and we'll try to get a trip organized.
You can contact me at jhmartin@mindspring.com or 321-432-5213.
John Martin

MYC Calendar Online

http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3
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Low Country Shrimp Boil

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

SPRING REGATTA
APRIL 18 &19 — SMALL BOATS
APRIL 25 & 26 — BIG BOATS
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