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Entertainment Report
Under the leadership of chair Ross Herbert, the 2009 Sharing Auction
was a record breaking success, raising over $1300 for Nana's House for
abused and neglected children. Many thanks to the generous donors and
bidders This year's most popular auction items were folding tables which
were hand crafted by Jerry Ross. Holding the event during Friday night
happy hour increased the participation from last year, since we had a captive, yet happy audience. Thanks to Bill Thon for encouraging high bidding
as the auctioneer!
Bright and early the following morning, 22 volunteers arrived to decorate
the club house for the holidays under the direction of Rachelle Ross. After
the last ornament was hung, everyone enjoyed egg casseroles provided
by Jeff and Debbie McGregor, washed down with Mimosas poured by
Page Proffitt. We hope to everyone will return for the Un-decorating Party
and Burn-It on Sunday afternoon, January 10th.
The MYC Holiday Party was fun for all ages. Karen Williams kept the
children entertained with crafts and cookies until Santa and his elves arrived on Sleigh Ride. The adults kept merry in the bar enjoying the special
holiday drinks expertly prepared by Melanie and Kathy. The delicious
meal of cranberry chicken almondine was served by Page and Claudia
Proffitt. The lovely Angelia Bell sang carols while everyone enjoyed their
dinner. After eating, John Quiinlivan and Paul Santa Maria kicked things
up a few notches for dancing and singing, keeping everyone in the party
spirit all evening until the last chair was put up.
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Plan now to be at the club for the annual and fun New Year’s Eve party.
Tammy & Ken Moores (from Talk Like a Pirate Night!) return to provide
musical entertainment. Rose and Bill Baker will once again light up the
harbor with their fabulous fireworks display at midnight. Bring a dish to
share, a funny hat, and enjoy a laid back celebration to bring in 2010!
Diane Gabik/Entertainment Director / Rear Commodore

New Year’s Eve Party
Thursday, December 31st
07:30 pm - Bar Opens
08:00 pm - music begins
Admission: $10 or an
appetizer to share
Reservations not necessary - just show up and enjoy yourselves!

December 2009

1

Co

Both the calendar
year and my term as
Commodore are
coming to an
end. There have
been countless
good times, and I
have thoroughly enjoyed serving. As I
write this, what
could be my last
“Tell Tale” article as
Log
Commodore, it occurred to me that my
past contributions have dealt with the utility of running
the club and that others have shared their stories and
adventures. So, for this issue, I will put aside recapping the past months activities at our club and share
one of my more recent opportunities/experiences of
crewing aboard Phil Scalise’s Santarella in the Ft.
Lauderdale to Palm Beach race this past weekend. A truly rare invitation, and I thank Phil and Lois
for their confidence in my ability to work with the crew
of Wynne Taylor, James Henry, Simon Koumjian,
as well as James McTavish, Jack Henry, Andy
Groome, Mike Vergalla, and Tom Barry. Each of
them experienced sailors with much to offer, and all
committed to working together.
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Phil was both a gracious host and excellent team
leader. In addition to taking exceptional care of Santarella, making sure she is equipped with all the sails,
gear and widgets, he also provided everything a crew
would need to be comfortable and feel included in
every aspect of the race. It was really nice when I
was told I had done something right, but it seemed
like everyone took notice of the contributions of other
crew members. I was made to feel welcome and
treated as one of the team. Everyone seemed to
have a specialty of some sorts and together, all the
bases were covered. Anyone fortunate enough to
hear the discussions and instructions, would come
away a sea bag full of tips, guidelines, and techniques. I, for one, have an abundance of new information to sort through and apply to racing on the river,
working with my crew, and life in general.
The things that stand out most are the respect for one
another and the consistent camaraderie, the love of
the sport, the patience and understanding and volumes of data regarding tactics, the wind, currents and
tides. They are all true gentlemen and handled all of

House Report
It is a low activity period for House…….finally!!!
The Ballroom floor was recently waxed and still
looks really good.
The front sign lighting and repainting is nearly
complete. Jack Bibb and Steve Clendenin should
be thanked for getting it reworked.
The ballroom west wall modifications are in process. Cabinets have been purchased which need to
be stained before mounting. Mounting and wall
painting will not be scheduled until after the holidays.
The club has been rented for private occasions
as follows:
Dec 10th……………...……Herb Hilderley
Jan 9th……………………..ECSA
Jan 16th……………………Mike Copps
Mar 6th……………….……Tony Barile
Don’t forget our security rules. Outside, the head
access code, 2727, may be shared; all others may
not. Also remember to get a “badge” for your car if
you desire to leave it overnight at the Tire Store, if
no “badge” hanging on the mirror, it will be towed
after midnight.
Jim Henry/Vice Commodore/House

The crew of Santarella with Sea Turtle in the background at the

(Continued on Pg. 6) Ft Lauderdale to Palm Beach race.
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Fleet Report
When compared to September and October, from a Fleet perspective, last month was rather ordinary. November afforded us three Small Boat Sunday races. Rum racing has returned to Sunday afternoons and as
usual, has been well attended.
Our Sunfish Class "No Frills" regatta lived up to it's name, with light winds all weekend and a modest turnout.
The remainder of the year looks to be on the slow side both racing and cruising, and as such is a good time
to get some much needed work completed. I am planning a work party soon to clean up and reorganize the
sailing annex. The place is a mess and a good cleaning is long overdue. I also want to put some time in getting the MYC Key Largo back in good shape. The boat is a work horse for us and a new bottom job, engine
tune-up and thorough cleaning is planned.
Melbourne Yacht Club sailors have a much deserved reputation as a group of racers who are not shy about
traveling to other venues to race against the best in the State. Our dingy sailors are always on the road to different clubs to sail Lasers and Sunfish. Our big boat sailing teams are much the same. Two recent campaigns
warrant special recognition.
In mid-November, Dave Noble and Team "HALF ASS" traveled to Jacksonville to race in The Florida Yacht
Club's Kings Day Regatta. This two day race is a very well attended and important J-24 one-design regatta,
with the regions top sailors competing. Dave and MYC crew Chris Gates, Scott Bell and Susan Putnam took
on the 20 other J-24 teams and the St. Johns River shifty winds and strong currents to finished first overall in
this prestigious regatta.
And speaking of prestigious regattas, few in Florida are more prestigious than the recently sailed 53rd Annual
Wirth M. Munroe Memorial Ft. Lauderdale to Palm Beach Invitational Yacht Race, hosted by the Sailfish Club
of Florida and The Cruising Club of America. Teams from the New York YC, Chicago YC, Boston YC, a French
entry, as well as the best Ocean racers from the State showed up December 4th to compete. Two MYC teams
set sail to Ft. Lauderdale to compete in the 34 boat fleet. Phil Scalise and the Santarella MYC team of Simon
Koumjian, Jim Henry, Rochelle Yates, Wynne Taylor, and four others sailed in PHRF A. Jim Miller and the
Sea Turtle MYC team of Tom Knowlton, Pat Lambert and three others sailed in the PHRF B division. With
the new French Wally-82 (the most impressive racing boat I have ever seen) in the field as well as a couple
Trans Pack-52's, Farr-40's and an array of other go-fast boats, the stage was set for a great race. The 40 mile
spinnaker run from Lauderdale to Palm Beach started in 4 kts. of disturbed breeze and finished in a 20-plus
kts. squall one mile from the finish. When everything was sorted out, Santarella finished well in her class. But
the news was Jim Miller and team Sea Turtle finishing First in Class and First Overall in Fleet. An impressive
showing by both crews and a great win for Sea Turtle. Trust me when I tell you there are a lot of people who
now know of the Melbourne Yacht Club!
Late Autumn is a great time for sailing and there are a few ECSA races left so I hope to see you all on the
water soon! Fair Winds,
Pat Lambert/Fleet Captain
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Mid December 2009 - January 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

13

14

15

16

17

1:30PM Small Boat
Race

Fri

Sat

18

19

Bring entrée to cook &
side dish to share
TGIF

GRAND CANAL
BOAT PARADE

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

View from Worth’s Porch

25

26

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
20

21

22

23

24

Deadline for
Dinner Reservations
for the

RUM RACE
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
27

TGIF

Sailing Through
the Caribbean
PARTY

28

29

30

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
31

Jan
1

2

January Birthdays!
1:30PM Small Boat
Race

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
3

4

5

6

MYC

Free Drink & Toast

New Year’s Eve
Party!

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

7

8

TGIF

9
ECSA Awards Banquet

RUM RACE
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
10

11

12

13

6:30 PM
Members
Meeting

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

14

15

TGIF

1:30PM Small Boat
Race

TGIF

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

17

18

19

20

21

1:30PM Small Boat
Race

CPR and AED
demonstration
N. Melfi

23

TGIF

RUM RACE
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
24

22

16

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
25

26

27

28

29

30

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
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To see MORE photos of events this year, go to: www.melbourneyachtclub.com
Click on the Event Photos link. Then click on the event you want to view link. Then click on the Slide Show button.
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(Commodore’s Log continued from Pg. 2)

Dock Master’s
Report
We still have one vacancy on the west
hill for a small boat.
A dock work party to replace selected decking is scheduled for Saturday, December 12th, starting at 9 am. At this time, a number of volunteers have emailed me, however, there’s always room for more. Optimally, there will be sufficient volunteers to form two teams of six workers each.
This project may consume most of the day. Lunch will be provided.
Tools needed: hammers, pry bars, reversible drills with square-drive
bits.
Grant Ball/Dock Master

Bar Report
The bar took in about $2700 for the month of November. Thanks to
Page Proffitt and everyone else who helped this past month.
Some more Bar Humor:
A drunken sailor on liberty got into a big mud puddle in the street and
was looking for something there. Soon two other sailors came over and
asked him: "Hey, bud, what are you looking for?"
"You better give me a hand, men," said the drunk. The new arrivals
walked into the puddle too and set about searching something unknown. At last the first drunk got out of the puddle and exclaimed: "I've
found it!"
"What did you find?"
"The shore!" he exclaimed.
Happy Holidays ! !
Gerry Moores/Bar Director

the challenges we faced on and
off the race course graciously.
Though the race results do not
agree with my perceptions of our
performance, I do hope for another
opportunity to crew on Santarella
with this group of sailors again.
Jim Miller on Sea Turtle with our
Fleet Captain Patrick Lambert,
Tom Knowlton and a few other
gentlemen were on the race
course as well, and I congratulate
Sea Turtle's skipper and crew on
their First in Class and First overall
finish.
As I reflect on the entire experience, one particular memory
stands out. After we had all finished in a torrential down pour of
rain and the scare of lightning, despite our soggy condition, tired as
well as a bit hungry, Santarella and
Sea Turtle crew aided one another,
flaking and stowing wet sails. We
were all fierce competitors on the
water but, more importantly to me,
ship mates on land. The camaraderie mixed with friendships we
have built over the years is the real
trophy.
I look forward to seeing you all at
the club for our New Years Eve
Party as we close out 2009 and
welcome a prosperous 2010. All
my best to you and yours as you
enjoy Christmas with your families.
Rochelle Yates/Commodore

Rear Commodore: ................ Andy Forman
Treasurer: ............................ Del Wiese
Secretary: ............................. Jerrie Hixon
..... Director, Bar & Kitchen:
Page Proffitt
Director, Docks: .................... Grant Ball
Director, Fleet: ...................... Jack Clark
The nominating committee has submitted the following
Director, Membership:........... Karen Williams
for consideration as 2010 officers and directors:
Director, Youth: ..................... Matt Wayne
Commodore: ........................ Jim Henry
Other nominations may be made from the floor during
Vice Commodore: ................ Pat Lambert
the annual election of officers at the January meeting.

2010 Board Nominations
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Bulletin Board
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) Course
We are trying to organize a Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
Course at the Melbourne Yacht Club for Saturday January 16, 2010
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. The cost per person will be $20.00. The
course will only be offered if we have at least 10 people interested.
Remember, for those who took the course in 2008, that retraining
and recertification is recommended every 2 years. Rick Ames, who
presented the first-aid course last year, will be the CPR instructor.
At the end of the course, Rick will provide a demonstration of how to
operate an Automatic External Defribulator (AED). Please respond
indicating your interest to: Nancy Melfi at melfi@umbc.edu . If we
have sufficient interest we will schedule the course and provide additional information to those who have responded.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank You !!!
A heart felt thanks to all who turned out to donate the “gift of life”
Saturday November 7th. They included: Stephan Babiak, Bill Burton, Jim and Lynde Edwards, Koral Gabik, Wendy Hughes,
Jacki Leahy, Pierre Levesque, Debbie McGregor, Harvey and
Nancy Melfi, Hasty Miller, David Nesbitt, Page Proffitt, Jerry
Ross, Aubree Schutt, Denny Scott, Sophia Sewell, Gary and
Warrick Smith, Kevin Tinsley, Cheryl Whitaker and Del Wiese.
Seventeen units of blood were collected, which was one more than
last year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KAYAKING
If any one would like to some help organizing a trip please contact
me on my cell at 321-432-5213, or email at jhmar-

Contribution for the newsletter?
E-mail it to the newsletter address
listed above.
Volunteer help with the newsletter is needed! If you enjoy working
on newsletters and can give a few
hours each month, or every other
month, call Jerrie at 952-7896 to
join our team. It is all done from
your home computer. It is fun!

Grand Canal Boat Parade
On Dec. 19, @ 5:30 pm. at the Worth House
Doug and Pam Worth have invited the Melbourne Yacht Club to watch the Banana River Squadron Christmas parade in Lake Shepard from their back porch in Satellite Beach. The Boat Parade will probably arrive between 6 & 7.PM… The party is BYOB and an appetizer to share. Call them at 610-4869 if you will be attending. Address is 356 N. Lakeside Dr., Satellite Beach. Driving Directions from the South: Get on South
Patrick Drive north approx. 3.3 miles from the Eau Gallie Causeway. Then go past the Jackson Street red
light, and start looking to the left (the third Left) for the Turn into Lake Shepard and turn left onto Shepard
Boulevard. The Worth’s House is at the West end of the entrance way (look for three car garage in front of
you) and is two Houses north of Jim Miller’s House

MYC Calendar Online: http://melbourneyachtclub.com/MemberDatabase/calendar.php3
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Membership Report
I'm happy to announce that Andrew Wilson has been accepted as a Provisional Corinthian Member. He was
nominated for membership by David Lister.
Andrew lives in Melbourne and has been sailing with David aboard Firefly for the past two years and has
gotten the "sailing bug". He now tries to sail every chance he gets. He thinks being a member of MYC would be
a great opportunity to learn more and become more involved in sailing. He feels one way he can contribute to
the club is thru his mechanical skills. He's a graduate of the NASCAR Technical Institute and has an ASE certification.
Welcome Andrew!!
Current membership:
Resident = 158, Non-Resident = 17,, Corinthian = 12, Honorary = 12
Please tell your non MYC crew members about the benefits of becoming a MYC member. There are brochures
in the membership mailbox over the computer for you to use to help you cover all the features of the club.
John Martin/Membership Director

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

New Year’s Eve Party
Thursday, December 31st at
08:00 pm.
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