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Commodore’s Log
In case you missed it, spring was quick! Our weather moved rapidly
into the hot dog days of summer, but along the way we held our annual SPRING REGATTAs and our annual SEAFOOD RAFT-UP.
Thanks to everyone who helped make these events happen. For a
few months we will be enjoying more routine use of the club, good sailing and good times
around the bar.
Perhaps the best events at the club were the Hearts of Sailing days. Del Wiese, our
Treasurer, coordinated these wonderful events. The program is to take children with special needs and their
parents out for a sail. Witnessing the bright smiles and kids being kids as they experience the beauty of sailing is truly a heartwarming experience. It will be in TRIXIE’S logbook as very special days. You should experience this!!
The July 4th cook out and fireworks viewing is always a super good time. Anchoring out for the fireworks
show is really a perfect way to close down July 4th activities. Plan to participate.
If you haven’t reviewed the Tell-Tales of years past, I suggest you do it. It is fun. One is reminded of the
traditions we have maintained, and the closeness of our MYC FAMILY. Doing this may also refresh some
ideas for what we should get back to doing. There is probably a golden nugget or two in there somewhere. It
strikes me that in years past there was a little more closeness in our cruising activities than what we now
have. I would welcome your comments and ideas to make changes to make the club what YOU want it to
be.
As we move into the quieter months it will be a good time to review and rewrite, as required, any of our
confusing Bylaws. Please discuss with any Board Member anything you think needs to be clarified, etc.
We have many members enjoying themselves cruising in the Keys and in the Abacos and even more are
going over for Abaco Race Week. Everyone is reminded to be safe and use prudent judgment when dealing
with a gulf stream crossing. If you are inexperienced with ocean sailing we have many in the club who could
help by sharing their experiences and perhaps even crew with you for your crossing.
Our Saturday morning sailing classes are in full swing. More help is always needed. Please volunteer you
time if you can help out .
Fair winds, be safe. See you out there.

Jim Henry/Commodore

Bar
During the month of April the bar had $2,375 in sales. In fact, things
have been going so well with the bar that during the month of May, I
will be cruising to the Keys. I will leave the bar in the good hands of
Gerry Moores.

Page Proffitt/Bar Director

Bar: Long, low-lying navigational hazard, usually awash, found at river mouths and
harbour entrances, where it is composed of sand or mud, and ashore, where it is
made of mahogany or some other dark wood. Sailors can be found in large numbers
around both.
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Membership
This has been a busy month for membership!
This month I would like to introduce our newest resident members, Matthew and Deborah Craven. We have enjoyed seeing Matt at the Races this past month, and look forward to his return from work on the high seas in a few months.
I would like to introduce 3 new Provisional members.
Robert and Kathy Mellen were nominated by Jackie Leahy. Robert has been sailing
since he was 16 years old. Over the course of his long and active life he has owned a 32'
Del Ray Sloop which he used for cruising the Southern Californian coast. Later he raced
his Erikson 25 in Beer can and Long Distance California-Mexico, races, single and double handed. He has
owned a Coronado 22, a Capri 25, and a 48' Chris Craft, which he lived aboard. His current boat is a Martin
242.
Welcome Bob and Kathy!!
The second family nominated for membership is Ken and Pam Windsor. Ken is an active member of the sailing community. He is a past Commodore of ECSA, and cooks the best fried haddock I have ever tasted. That
is partly due to his experience as the executive chef for a large corporation in Orlando, (Wycliffe Bible Translators) and his time as owner/operator of a chain on Subway Sandwich Shoppes.
Pam began sailing as a teen on Sol Cats, and takes the credit for getting Ken on board and with the program
by first purchasing a daysailor, followed by several Catalinas of progressing sizes. In the past couple of years,
they purchased an Endeavour 37,named Imagine, on which they accomplished one of their dreams of cruising
to, throughout, and back from the Abacos. Their 15 year old son Brandon, who is quite a character, is very
much a part of their sailing activities and would like to try his hand at racing. They are happy to find MYC a
place to socialize, meet and join other cruisers and improve their son's sailing skills. "A perfect fit for our next
step in the sailing community."
We are happy to welcome them to the club!
The third provisional membership is the Salmon Family. Christopher and Heidi have a fleet of boats. A 16'
Wayfarer, a Luger, and a 31' Bruce Roberts Ketch which they look forward to sailing with their four children.
Michael, Mark, Christopher, and Heidi Rose. Both Christopher and Heidi sailed as kids and as a couple are
happy to share this love. Their oldest son Mike has crewed with Paul Anstey and Andy Forman in the Rum
Races, and Heidi has crewed on Firefly with David Lister. The children will be taking the sailing classes this
summer.
Welcome to our club, we look forward to spending time with you!
Membership Data: Resident: 149 Non Resident:17

Corinthian: 11 Honorary: 13

Provisional: 3

I personally want to thank each of you who have actively promoted MYC as the best club to sail with. You,
the members are what makes us great!

Propeller: Underwater winch designed to wind up at high speed any lines, crabpots, or painters left hanging over the stern.
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House
April was a great month around the Melbourne Yacht Club with our annual Spring Regatta in full swing.
In early April Amy Lacy along with her incredible Landscape Committee and the House
Committee had a work day to help get the building and grounds spruced up for our many
guests and friends that would be visiting us for the regatta. A tremendous amount of work
was accomplished and Amy had the grounds looking great, see her report later in the TellTale.
Later that week P/C Harry Stapor and P/C Hasty Miller brought out the pressure washer
and proceeded to get up on the Clubhouse roof cleaned and sprayed the gutters out, then pressure wash
the upper deck, stairs and east sidewalks which made a big difference. We added some pennants and the
newly refurbished regatta sign (thanks again P/C Jack Bibb) to the deck. All in all the Club looked fantastic
for the two regatta weekends.
Outside of the purchase of a new lawn mower, the rest of the month was rather normal with no maintenance issues to report.
One point of interest though, I have witnessed members parking their vehicles in non-designated parking
areas such as next to the entrance to the Condo docks waterside, loading areas, in front of the flag pole and
even a report of in the handicap space. I know parking is a challenge for us and during large events parking
creativity is certainly in order. During the rest of the time please be respectful of our parking patterns and
park in a designated space.
As always, should you find anything amiss around the Club, please let me know or leave a note in the
House mail slot by the computer.
Fair Winds!

Pat Lambert/Vice Commodore
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Mid May—June 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

TGIF

Adult Session
9 PM—1 PM
Sailing Class

1 PM
Dinghy Racing

6 PM—7:30 PM
Adult Sailing Educ.
Classroom
Discussion

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
6 PM RUM RACE

23

24

25

26

27

28

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
30

1 PM
Dinghy Racing
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

31
MYC

June
1

Board
Meeting

6 PM

2

3

MYC General
Membership
Meeting
6:30 PM

4

7

8

9

Ladies
Spring
Fling
Regatta
Gabik Private Party 10 - 2PM
Sailing Class 5
9 PM—1 PM Youth Session I

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
Toast to JUNE Birthdays

6

29

10

Salsa y Salsa

6 PM RUM RACE

Bar opens 6 PM
Dinner 7 PM

11

12
Youth Session I
9 PM—1 PM
Sailing Class

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
13

14

15

16

17

TGIF

1 PM
Dinghy Racing

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
20

6 PM RUM RACE

21

22

23

24

1 PM
Dinghy Racing
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
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25
TGIF

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
27

18

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
28

29

30
Last Day
for 4th of
July BBQ
Sign-up

July
1

2

19
Youth Session I
9 PM—1 PM
Sailing Class

ECSA Squid Lips
Cruise
26
Youth Session I
9 PM—1 PM
Sailing Class

3

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
Toast to JULY Birthdays
Don’t Forget!

6 PM RUM RACE
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Entertainment
Hasty’s Seafood Raft-up was great fun on Saturday evening May 1st with 84 people attending
on a clear beautiful night with moonrise as we headed into the harbor. The wind did not abate,
as forecast, but the food and comradery were wonderful. Thanks to Hasty and his salty team of
minstrels for a wonderful time. By the way, this is the 35th year of this event.
MYC’s Mother’s Day Brunch was held on Sunday, May
9th, a beautiful clear warm day with MYC’s Jasmine vines in
full flower on the fence and entrance. Karen and Bob Sowden cooked up
a delicious brunch for over 40 members and Moms of all ages.

Mark your Calendars for upcoming events:
MYC Ladies Spring Fling Saturday May 29th. More info to come as we
get closer.
The month of May has many of your fellow sailors taking off on
cruises, so please stop in and enjoy the club on TGIFs and Sundays in their stead!
MYC Salsa Party Saturday June 5th, 6 pm bar opens. 7 pm dinner served: This was a lot of fun last
year. A hot salsa dance group will perform and teach a step or two. Dinner, drinks (Margarita specials) and
dip (Salsa with...). Come join us for great food and fun with a Latin flair! Sign up at the bar or contact Justin
Wills 540-250-0506.
ECSA Saturday June 19th Squid Lips Cruise and Summer Sailstice: Come join fellow sailors from all
over the Space Coast at Squid Lips in Eau Gallie. This one is still a ways off so put it on your calendar. Enjoy a fun cruiser race, events and more!! Big Boats, Small Boats all are welcome. See more on the Summer Sailstice at www.summersailstice.com . This will be the same day as the ECSA Women's Winter/
Spring Race #7
MYC Sunday July 4th – Independence Day Barbeque! followed by Sunset Fireworks off of Geiger
Point. This is a wonderful event with good food and a great show of fireworks. Bob Hughes is looking for a
chair for this event because he will be traveling. Bob will help organize, but cannot make it. Contact Andy
Forman 506-3402 or Bob Hughes 693-8100 if you can take the lead.
If you haven’t seen them, check your email each Sunday for Page Proffitt's weekly

and MYC” emails in size 18 red font.

“This Week

Page has done a wonderful job of promoting Bar and Entertain-

ment events. Thanks Page!
You may notice that we have an influx of new and provisional members recently. This is due, in part, to
the wonderful efforts of our Membership Director, Karen (Warden) Williams and other members. Please extend these folks a warm welcome and invite them to MYC events and on your boat if you have room. Our
club’s success is based on participation and your efforts will ensure our continued success and fun.
Enjoy!

Andy Forman/Rear Commodore

Marina: Commercial dock facility. Among the few places, under admiralty law,
where certain forms of piracy are still permitted, most marinas have up-to-date
facilities for the disposal of excess amounts of U.S. currency that may have accumulated on-board ship, removing a potential ship-board fire hazard.
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Garden Committee Report
The Garden Committee had a planting and maintenance day on April 12th. Thanks to the work of Jack &
Jacki Leahy, Connie Etheridge, Lynn Burton, Dave Marshall, John & Nancy Fox, Pat Lambert, John Martin,
Rose & Bill Baker, Page Proffitt , Betsy Baird, Jerrie Hixon and Peggy Snead, we got the gardens spruced
up for the Spring Regatta.
However, the planting never seems to be done. On the agenda for our next gardening day (To Be Announced), we plan on planting the following:
1) We will plant more fern to complete the area where the Sunfish used to be kept and also on the east
perimeter of the slope down to the parking lot and some lower areas of the slope where the fern is sparse.
That should be it for the fern. However, every time we plant fern I say that. Luckily Penny and Jim Gibson
have provided us with a seemingly limitless supply of fern.
2) Behind the trellis by the kitchen we will plant ivy as a ground cover.
3) We will plant coral honeysuckle on the trellises since it is a lovely vine and I have found seven seedlings growing in my own garden.
4) In the strip of garden on the east side of the boats in the boatyard we’ll plant aloe since it’s a nice plant,
both hardy and prolific, and I also have a lot of it I can spare from my garden.
5) We will put down several pieces of bahia sod in front of the MYC sign to complete the renovation of the
sign. Thanks go to Jack Bibb for a great job with both the sign and the lighting of the sign.
6) We will plant more member provided oyster plants in the bottom part of the rock garden below the
cherry laurel hedge.
We will be doing the planting along with the usual maintenance tasks of pruning, fertilizing, weeding, etc.
so if you can come out and help us, please do. Our next gardening day will be announced in Page’s weekly
updates. It’s definitely not ‘all work and no play’. The camaraderie of working together makes it fun. We start
at 8:30AM and stop at noon. We then have lunch together (everyone brings their own sandwich) in the clubhouse and I bring dessert.
Our gardens are bursting out in bloom this month. We’ve got the ixora, jasmine, oleander and hibiscus
providing lots of color. I hope everyone has been able to spend time at the club recently to enjoy our lovely
clubhouse.

Amy Lacy

4th of July Cookout
SUNDAY, July 4, 2010
Bar opens at 4:30 p.m.
Dinner about 6:00 p.m.
Reservations for dinner by June 30
Andy Forman (321) 506-3402
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Sailing Education
Well, waiting for the weather to warm up turned out to be a great idea. The water is
now warm (enough) and the wind is a little more manageable, although you wouldn’t
know it from the gusts that came down the harbor on the first Saturday class. The
first class is always about how to capsize and recover and they certainly got some
practice at that! Thanks to the impromptu volunteers that jumped in to help when it
turned breezy- it’s always handy to have a Commodore or three around when you
need a hand- thanks Jim, Rochelle and Ross.
Here are a few pictures: Instructor Matt Wayne
explaining what assistant Winn Taylor is demonstrating, Winn showing the correct method of recovering from a capsize
and the students and volunteers watching attentively from the dock.
This week’s class was terrific; just enough wind and lots of enthusiasm!
It looks like we have some natural sailors in this group; they didn’t want
to leave the water at the end of
the class. And who can blame
them- a great day on the water
is a great day indeed! They were all anxious to learn from Matt
what new skill they would acquire next week.
On other fronts, the Snipe has gone to a new home and I owe a
big Thank You to Jim Edwards for rebuilding part of the trailer to
get it there. The Coronado 15 is ready for sailing class and club
use; see Matt Wayne if you want to be checked out in it. We will
put the Fireball together next, along with ongoing maintenance
and upgrades to the ever useful Sunfish. By the way, if you have
borrowed any of the equipment from the club boats over the winter, please remember to bring it back now that the classes have
started, ok? Thanks!
I have received some great ideas regarding additional Youth Activities that we might do this year, so stay
tuned. I am particularly interested in input from our younger members, as well as activities that people have
enjoyed at other clubs or in the past. Thanks for your help everyone and for not running away when you see
me with the “Lynde’s recruiting again” look on my face!

Lynde Edwards/Sailing Education Director

On the Docks...
Four motion sensor lights and four pagoda lights have been purchased and replacement of the old lights will begin, starting Saturday, May 8.
A large percentage of the Annual Agreement forms for wet storage have been completed and returned to me. If you have a slip and have not yet signed and returned
the Agreement, please do so without delay! The Agreements for the dry storage
boats will soon be sent out.
We are now in the “countdown to Hurricane Season,” which begins June 1. Now is
the time to check your dock lines and replace any that would not withstand a blow. It
is suggested that spare lines be available, as well, to enable doubling-up of lines
when a storm is imminent.
See you on the docks.

Grant Ball/Dockmaster
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Fleet
Wow! April was a busy month. Both Spring Regatta weekends went well. On Big Boat
weekend we had 28 boats in four classes PERF A, PERF B, S2 7.9s and Wine and Cheese.
Nice weather held for a very competitive series.
Small Boat / One Design weekend had 37 boats racing in challenging high winds coming
off the tail end of a weather front. On the North course we had J-24s, Catalina – 22s and the
return of a nice multi hull fleet that hung in and sailed both days. It’s nice to see the multi-hull
fleet back in action at our Spring Regatta. On the South Course we had two Portsmouth
fleets, regular and a special Raider Portsmouth fleet with several different Raider rigs in use. We also had a
very lively and well represented Sunfish Fleet. I would personally like to thank everyone that helped make
the Spring Regatta a success.
Pushing on into May we started off with an excellent one day event, the Ladies Florida Sunfish Masters
organized by Dick and Linda Tillman with support from MYC. With Dick is acting as PRO supported by Jack
Bibb and David Silverman, using Jack’s Cal 33 MAJJAK II as signal boat. The RC got off 5 extremely competitive races on a picture perfect day with constantly shifting winds that challenged the fleet, the RC and the
mark set boats. We had a nice 8 boat fleet with several ladies from the Luffing Lassies of the Sarasota Sailing Squadron traveling over for the event. The Regatta quickly turned into a four boat battle between Linda
Tillman, Mindy Strauley, Cindy Taylor and Marlene Sassaman that was not settled until the last leg of the
last race with Mindy taking the perpetual trophy and Cindy and Linda tied for second and third.
I have to say that from my position on the mark set boat, with Paul Strauley and Mike Taylor “assisting me”
and providing a constant stream of color commentary, it was a very exciting series of races to watch. Super
tactical sailing with big challenging wind shifts and a mine field of crab traps kept all four ladies constantly on
their toes with their heads out of the boat and their eyes up the course. It was fun and exciting to watch. We
could have sold tickets.
Coming up next on May 29th will be the MYC / ECSA Ladies Spring Fling with past Commodore Rochelle
Yates and ECSA’s Susan Jackson acting as co-organizers. Pat Lambert will act as PRO with support from
the MYC Fleet. This year’s event will consist of three PHRF large boat races with added “wrinkles” that will
challenge and help develop sail and boat handling skills. We hope to have a nice turn out. Ladies grab a
boat and crew and come join the fun.
Moving from the race scene to the more laid back fun set we have a number of MYC boats out for the
spring cruising season with the Leahy’s in Rainbow Chaser in the Bahamas, the Ross’s in Sleighride and
Proffitts in Wharf Rat in the Florida Keys. We have several other yachts out but I don’t have a complete list
at the moment. When the Proffitts get back Fleet will work with them to crank the weekend marker 21 events
back up.
Wishing You Fair Winds

Jack Clark/Fleet Captain

Early in 2001, the sailing vessel ‘Matthew' was visiting a harbour on the South
Coast of England. The ship’s tradition when entering harbour is to announce itself by firing blanks from its cannons. On this occasion the cannons were fired
whilst the Matthew was only yards from a multi-storey car park, the resultant
percussion set off hundreds of car alarms, which took upwards of twenty minutes before the last one stopped.
May 2010
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Bulletin Board
KAYAKING
If any one would like some
help organizing a trip please contact me on my cell at 321-4325213 Happy paddling. John

Secretaryí s
Notes
Watch for an envelope in your
mail with a letter from the club with
the new combination codes for the
clubhouse and gate. Included will
be your 2010 Membership Card
put together by Karen Williams,
Membership director.
Special thanks to Ross Herbert
for his help with the membership
cards and doing the layout for this

Notice: The west side of the
west dock is NOT MYC property.
Please do not dock your boat
there, as you will put the club in
FDOT and FDEP violation, as
well as placing us in jeopardy of
loosing our Bottom Lands Lease

Gentle reminder to all
members: The handicap
parking spots must be left
available to those who
need it.

See photos of events on our website: www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Click
on the Event Photos link. Thanks to Ross Herbert, Club Historian, for post-

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the Melbourne Yacht Club.
Deadline for submissions
is the first Wednesday of
the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit articles
or notices of Interest to
the Club.
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Melbourne Yacht Club

Salsa y Salsa
Saturday, June 5 $12/person
6 p.m. Bar Opens / 7 p.m. Dinner Served

featuring

Great food and fun with a Latin flair!

Margarita specials and salsa con quesa (cheese/salsa dip)

Salsa Heat

Sign up in the bar or
contact Justin Wills at
justin.wills@gmail.com

Dinner

for reservations.

A hot salsa dance group will perform and teach us a step or two.
Puerto Rican roast pork, chicken diabla, black beans, yellow rice,
sweet plantains, salad, Cuban bread, and flan

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

MYC/ECSA Ladies
Spring Fling
Regatta
May 29
Details may be viewed at http://
www.sail-race.com/myc/2010/10%
20SpringFlier.pdf

Salsa y Salsa
June 5
12
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