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Commodore’s Log
This article is written the day after returning from four weeks in Abaco,
and thus reality has not yet crept into the Commodore's body. Certainly,
time on one’s boat, escaping from reality in a beautiful Bahama setting
allows time to reflect on many things.
The pure joy of relaxation in the islands with friends brightens ones life. It certainly did
mine. Our club, while not the island environment, forms the same type of backdrop for true enjoyment. We
really do have something special at MYC.
Many members were in Abaco. In fact, we might have been the most visible club. Rainbow Chaser hosted various members and distinguished herself by Jacki doing a wonderful job hosting the cruisers net. Rainbow
Chaser was a credit to the club.
If you haven’t cruised to the islands, or haven’t done so in recent years, start preparing now for a trip next
year. You will be frustrated with boat issues, but the laughs and fun will overshadow all the irritating issues and
you will have great memories forever.
Back to reality: Remember it is hurricane season. Lots of preparation is required at the club, should we be
threatened with a storm. Please help and take the threats seriously. While we are in the summer doldrums,
our numerous fall activities are just around the corner. Mermaid Regatta in September is our first sailing event
followed by Fall Regatta week. Please assist Fleet Committee as you may be able to.
See you on the water and around the club.

Jim Henry/Commodore

House
The MYC clubhouse and grounds are in very good shape. The few
maintenance items that are on my punch list are minor and are being
dealt with expeditiously. The House Committee, as well as the other
committees, are reviewing our respective hurricane preparedness
plans for the upcoming hurricane season, to ready for any emergencies that may come our way in the coming months. Securing the Club is, like most things, a volunteer
effort coordinated by the Commodore and implemented by various Directors and their committees.
Much effort is required to square the Club away for a big blow and all members should contemplate
how they might be able to pitch in to help.
One last thing. The clubhouse is open to all members just about anytime. If anyone is in the clubhouse during times when they are there by themselves, it is absolutely imperative that you double
check that you leave the clubhouse secured when you leave. We have had several instances lately
where members have discovered that when they go to access the clubhouse, some doors are not totally shut. Some of the doors do not close all the way when left to swing shut on their own.
We have experienced some theft around the Club area, and securing the building after you have accessed it is priority one.
As always, should you see anything amiss around the Club from a maintenance standpoint, please let
me know.
Pat Lambert/Vice Commodore House
After docking, a sailor goes into a nearby pub and orders a double. The bar tender refuses to get it
stating, "This is a singles bar!"
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Membership
This month I would like to acknowledge a number of members who have done an exemplary job
of promoting sailing by including both members and non members aboard their boats. They are to
be thanked for practically embodying the spirit and objective of our club, which is, "to stimulate
interest in boating and yachting, the science of navigation and the art of seamanship, to promote a
fraternal spirit among its members and with other yachtsman and yacht clubs".
John Martin has a been sailing every Thursday, taking along many individuals. Pam and Art Crocker, have
partaken of this for many weeks and consequently have become members of MYC.
Marlene Sassaman, who tirelessly invites and trains and encourages numerous women to learn to sail not
only on Sunfish, but also to crew with her on Fast Lane.
Phil Scalise, for lending his boat to Marlene so that she can do what she does.
Paul Anstey, for lending his boat to a number of women, so that they can have a vessel upon which to learn
and compete.
Keep it up folks. Your generous nature and enthusiastic spirit are the qualities that keep this club a vibrant community!
New Members:
This month I would like to announce two new resident memberships.
Art and Pam Crocker
Sherry Raintree
New Provisional members:
Maryanne and Nick Schaumann, nominated by Marlene Sassaman.
She writes: "After 22 months of sailing with members of the Melbourne Yacht Club, it is time I joined. My sailing career began when I joined the Fast Lane ladies in August of 2008. Soon, I was welcomed to race on Fast
Lane's coed team. My constant rambling about all the fun I was having convinced my husband Nick to invest
in a $500 Compac16, which we named Piccolo. In addition to crewing and skippering on the L28 and Piccolo, I
have become a Sunfish Sailor.
Nick and my two sons have also become sailors. We expect to become active members by participating in
racing, cruising and partying. We are eager to help out where needed, though our preference might be to
serve on the bar committee".
Julie and John Callan, nominated by John MacNeill.
Julie and John had a romantic first date on a wooden schooner at the Center for Wooden Boats in Seattle.
Since then, their passion for sailing has continued to grow and has filtered down to their children, 11 year old
Brendan, and 9 year old Hannah. After traveling extensively and living abroad, the family has just moved to
Melbourne Beach to enjoy the "charming life that one can live in a small town on the water". A chance encounter with John MacNeill encouraged them to visit MYC, and they have been thrilled to find MYC such a welcoming community.
John will be launching a space industry recruiting website called Spacehelpwanted .com, and Julie, a skincare
specialist, will have a home based business offering Ayurvedic Facials starting in August.
They are all looking forward to joining the MYC family, and meeting other families with pre-teen kids who are
into boating and all kinds of fun on and off the water. As professionals in the advertising and editing of a business newspaper, they offer their interest in helping with the newsletter.
Michael Vergalla, Corinthian, nominated by Phil Scalise.
A Student at FIT, Michael has been sailing on Fast Lane and Esprit since 2008. He has enjoyed crewing on
(continued on Pg 4)
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(Continued from Pg 3)

a number of ocean races on Santarella for the past two years. He has enjoyed sailing FIT's San Juan, FJs and
a Hobie wave, and looks forward to the camaraderie offered at MYC.
Monica Ebert, Corinthian, nominated by Marlene Sassaman.
Monica is a student of astronomy and astrophysics at FIT. Ask her about her research on extra solar planets
and the relationship between the temperature and magnetic field in the corona and chomosphere of the sun.
After hours in the computer lab, she is happy to enjoy the sun in the company of other sailors on Fast Lane and
on Sunfish. She is excited about the sailing opportunities available to her as a Corinthian member of MYC.
Resignations:
No resignations this month.
I am sorry to hear of honorary member and MYC past commodore George Shaw's passing. I had the privilege
of meeting him at the Commodore's Ball when he stated that this club needs more young members. I wish he
could have seen the number of young families and young members that were present at the 4th of July BBQ. I
think he would have been encouraged.
Membership Data: Prior to the BOD meeting.
Resident: 152

Non Resident: 17 Corinthian: 11

Honorary: 12

Provisional: 4

Karen Williams/Membership Director

On the Docks…
All lights on both docks are working as of this date. Three more pagoda lights were replaced this
past month, as well as two broken duplex receptacle covers.
If you have not already checked your dock lines, do it now! Hurricane season is off to a slow
start, but as the investment community’s disclaimer states, “past performance is not an indication of future results”.
MYC dock rule #19 addresses the actions required by MYC dock renters when a hurricane watch is posted for
the Melbourne area. MYC small boat dry storage rule #9 addresses the actions required by those whose boats
are stored on land to prepare for a storm.
Thank you to all of those who have called or sent email requests for short-term berthing at the head of the east
dock. The reservation system is working well.
See you on the docks.

Grant Ball/Dockmaster

Women's Racing
When it comes to racing the Melbourne Yacht Club Women's teams had three exciting week-ends in June. Two
of the events were part of the ECSA winter/spring series. The other event was the Port Canaveral Mermaid Regatta.
Gliding into first place in the ECSA series was our newest team, The Other Half. Finishing several of the
races in front of boats with a lower PHRF rating, these gals are impressive. With a steady hand on the helm
and perfect sail trim they are tough to beat.
Second place was proudly won by Sleighride. These ladies capture the spirit of the ECSA women's series
every time they sing their infamous refrain, "oh, what fun it is to sing a sleighing song tonight."
(Continued on Pg 6)
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Mid July—August 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

TGIF

2PM
George Shaw’s
Memorial

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Youth Session II
9 PM—1 PM
Sailing Class

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
25

26

27

28

29

30

31

TGIF

1 PM
Dinghy Racing

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
6 PM RUM RACE

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM
August
1

2

3

5

9

10

11

Toast to August
Birthdays

12

16

17

18

19
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TGIF

ECSA/MYC
Marker 21 Cruise

20

21

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

23

24

25

26

1 PM
Dinghy Racing

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

14

6 PM RUM RACE

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

29

13
Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

22

7

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

1 PM
Dinghy Racing

15

6
TGIF

6:30PM
MYC
General
Meeting

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

8

4

27
TGIF

6 PM RUM RACE

Mark Your Calendars!
We’re gonn’a party
tonight!!
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4

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
30

31

September
1
6:30PM
MYC
General
Meeting

2

28

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
Toast to September
Birthdays
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Sailing Education
Wow, here it is July already and we are into our second youth class. Although it’s very hot
and the wind is unpredictable (nothing new there!), the students are doing well. I have included some youth class pictures from day one and later in the course with everyone on the
water.
I really want to thank the regular volunteers that have made this first course a success: Matt
Wayne and Wynne Taylor, our terrific instructors, of course. Jim Edwards and Simon Koumjian take care
of the boats and anything else that needs to be done, and Carl Lee and Robert Hill, who had children in the
class and have been a great help too! In addition, I have a special thank you for two of our Corinthian members who have taken the course themselves for many years and are now spending their summer Saturdays
helping this year’s students: Andrew Wilson and Alex Higgins. They tell me it’s interesting for them, and I
know we appreciate their energy and enthusiasm (did I mention that it has been very HOT out there?) .
If you have used the boat ramp in the past month, you may have noticed the green carpet pieces that are
near the lift and the broom that is near the stairs. Brushing the ramp and then spreading the two carpet
pieces from east to west has prevented the painful falls due to the green moss that grows each summer. Just
remember to fold them up at the end of the day, or they become more of a problem than a solution.
Have a good summer everyone and stay cool!

Lynde Edwards/Sailing Education Director

(Continued fromPg 4)

In third place Mouse once again showed their competitive side. Having been a previous winner of the ECSA
series, these ladies know how challenging it is to stay in the number one position. This is a team you can bet
on to win.
Fast Lane, Rendevous, Sneaker and Zinfandel finished 4th through 7th respectively. The next series starts
July 17. Although sanctioned by ECSA you will notice that most of these sailorettes are also proud members of
MYC.
For the Port Canaveral Mermaid Regatta Mother nature provided her daughters with a perfect 8 - 10 knot
breeze, 1 - 2 foot swell, and plenty of sunshine.
The highlight of this event was when Sneaker surpassed everyone's wishes for the coveted first place spinnaker class trophy. Not only did Sneaker win on corrected time, they finished in both races in front of the faster
rated boats. It was a job well done for skipper Patti Miller and her efficient crew. Fast Lane, finished second,
followed by Mouse, in 3rd and Paper Chase in 4th. In the non-spinnaker class first place went to Rachel Ross,
skipper of Sleighride. Trouverre finished second, followed by Zinfandel in third.
Before returning to the dock for a wonderful dinner and party, the Mousettes and Fast Lane Ladies commemorated their ocean sail by jumping overboard. "The water was just too inviting to not dive in," exclaimed
Maryanne Schauman.
Congratulations to all the skippers and crew!
Marlene Sassaman

A man orders a lobster in a restaurant. The waiter returns with his order, but the crustacean has a
broken claw. The man asked what happened. The waiter said, "It must have been in a fight." "Good," said
the man, " now go back to the kitchen and bring me the winner!"
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Fleet
July is sizzling hot and humid but the sailing has been great, the
water temp is up to 86 degrees and it’s just fun to get wet. Small
boat Sundays are a hoot and after the races a cool drink prepared by our friendly bar staff makes for a perfect Sunday afternoon. The youth and adult sailing program has sent us several
new sailors, I know of at least two new Sunfish coming out. On the last small boat race day Mike Salmon son of
new members Chris and Heidi Salmon had a pretty canary yellow Wayfarer out for the race and sailed very
nicely in a steady 14 Kts of breeze.
We started off the month with the Treasure Coast Laser Series on June 19th, 12 boats competed, and we got
of 5 very nice races in a steadily freshening breeze with Vice Commodore Pat Lambert acting as PRO. The
winner was Roberto Porter who came up from Miami to show us how it was done; rumors are he’s a ringer from
Sail Laser? In all we had four sailors come up from down coast and hope to see them for the fall Regatta. We
also had sailors from Tampa, Ft Lauderdale and Jensen Beach competing. The second race in the series will
take place at Jensen Beach on July 24th.
The overhaul of the club’s Key Largo 19 is mostly complete and she is back on the bulkhead. The bottom has
been cleaned and painted, and a leaky drain plug has been replaced, thank you Hasty Miller. The hull was
scrubbed buffed and waxed, thank you Pat Lambert. The bilge pump has been replaced thank you John Martin. Old smoky was serviced by Rays Outboard in Grant and is running much smother. She still smokes a bit
but idles nicely, accelerates quickly and comes up on the step at 3800 RPMs.
We should save quite a bit on fuel expense after this refit. Also helping us with loan of his jack stands was
Larry Etheridge. Jim Lacy & Simon Koumjian helped and expedited moving the boat & trailer.
It was very satisfying to see a clean shipshape Key Largo leave the dock Saturday morning with 6 Sunfish
and Lasers from the new youth sailing class in tow heading out for a morning on the water!
Thank you all for making your Fleet Captain look good!
Coming Attractions: The Mermaid Regatta and Fall Regattas, planning committees are forming, so come
join the fun.
See you on the water
Jack Clark, Fleet Captain

Entertainment
Mark your calendars, pick your partners, and sign up for MYC’s Square
Dance Evening on Saturday July 31st. A caller and dance demonstration
team from the Palm Bay Promenaders has been identified. Anyone interested in helping organize this event, please contact me.
MYC’s Salsa Party, originally scheduled for Saturday June 5th, was canceled unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances. The original committee chairman for this event, Justin
Wills, was called away on business one week before the event. I took over to finish the planning when my 103
year old grandmother died, and the funeral was that weekend. We do plan to hold the event. When we find a
good date, we will announce to all.
MYC’s Father’s Day Brunch was held on Sunday June 20th. Thirty two adults and two kids attended a reverse
burn-it, wherein the club provided the meat and the attendees brought the entrees. The event went very well
albeit early sign-ups were 50% of the attendance that day. Big thanks to Page Proffitt who helped me prepare
for the event.

(Continued on Pg 9)
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See photos of events on our website: www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Click on the Event Photos link. Thanks to Wendy Hughes,
Peggy Snead, and Ross Herbert, Club Historian, for posting them. Find the complete MYC Calendar on our website, too.
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Bulletin Board
Notice: The west side of the
west dock is NOT MYC property.
Please do not dock your boat
there, as you will put the club in
FDOT and FDEP violation, as
well as placing us in jeopardy of
loosing our Bottom Lands Lease
The Tell Tale is the official
newsletter of the Melbourne Yacht Club.
Deadline for submissions is
the first Wednesday of the
month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit articles
or notices of Interest to the
Club.

KAYAKING
If any one would like some
help organizing a trip please contact me on my cell at 321-4325213 Happy paddling. John
Gentle reminder to all
members: The handicap
parking spots must be left
available to those who
need it.
Please confirm that your
mailing address in the club
website database is correct;
otherwise, our important mailings will not reach you.

(Continued from Pg 7)

MYC’s 4th of July BBQ was held on Sunday July 4th. A record 177 members and guests attended.
The committee lead for this event was past commodore Bob Hughes. The event went very well, with
tremendous contributions from the event committee.
This event shows the level of participation in our wonderful club. As you can imagine, this is a very
big project with teams organized into setup, pictures, two serving teams, trash & table cleanup, and
kitchen cleanup. I want to mention some of the many people who made this wonderful event possible. Many thanks to those helpers who were not mentioned below! At Bar: Chris Denato & Melanie
Adams; Setup, Food & Cleanup: Alice Ahrens, Bob & Wendy Hughes, Carl & Cheryl Doughty,
Claudia & Page Proffitt, Connie & Larry Etheridge, Eric Stord, Gabe & Pat Denes, Gail Oliver,
John Martin, Jane McClain, Kaye Pereda, Kevin Glaser, Pam & Doug Worth, Patty & Mike
Henry, Peggy Snead, Rachele & Jerry Ross, Skip Perrin, Steve Shippee.
Participation is what makes MYC so successful. We’re always looking for new and interesting ideas.
Contact me or a member of the entertainment committee.
Enjoy!
Andy Forman/Rear Commodore
A race boat sailed towards a bridge on their way towards the course. One crewmember noticed a funeral procession traveling on it. He respectfully removed his hat and stood silently until it passed.
Another noticing the action said; "You show a lot of respect for your fellow man."
The crewman returning to his job said; "What do you expect, I was married to her for 30 years!"
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The Gulfstreamer, the race held every other year from Ponce Inlet to Charleston (225 nm) has a strategy
much different from the Ft. Lauderdale to Key West or Ft. Lauderdale to Charleston races. In the Key West
race you hug the reef to avoid the north flowing current. In the Lauderdale to Charleston, you are almost in the
Gulf Stream at the start and the challenge is to find the maximum flow. In the Gulfstreamer, the rhumb line
from Ponce to Charleston skirts the western edge of the normal Gulf Stream northern flow. The strategy becomes how far to the east of the rhumb line do you sail to get more Gulf Stream current, making up for the extra distance by increased speed.
This year the Gulf Stream was weird. The weather guy at the skipper’s meeting said there had been a low off
the coast, with near gale force winds that destroyed the Gulf Stream surface flow. Six feet down the Gulf
Stream was flowing strong to the north, on the surface it was weird. We started the race a Ponce Inlet on Friday 5/28 about 1 pm. The course requires we go due north to a turning boat off the Daytona Beach pier, and
then direct to Charleston. The wind was light out of the east north east and we sailed a close reach, trying to
get east of the rhumb line. We had some data that indicated there was some flow to the east, in spite of what
the weather briefing indicated, but it turns out the weather man was right. Friday evening, between the thunderstorms, we had some periods of light/no wind but had good NE winds all day Saturday. When we were about
20 nm east of the rhumb line we still had not seen any north current and decided our strategy was wrong and
headed direct to Charleston.
Sunday morning about 3 am we were 5 nm from the finish. We finished at 7:30 am. How frustrating! The
boats that won ran the rhumb line. Our strategy was wrong. Officially we finished 6th of 9 boats but should
have been 4th as the race committee had my rating wrong. But that is another story and not resolved at this
time as they have not yet responded to my email regarding the error.
We departed Charleston for home on Monday morning. The wind moved to the south west, surprise! We
motor sailed all the way from Charleston to St. Augustine and came down the ICW from there. We docked in
Smyrna Wednesday night and were surprised to find there is no fuel dock there. A friend in Smyrna came and
hauled us to a local gas station to get some diesel in 5 gallon cans.
The boat that won was Obsession, from Halifax River Yacht Club. A 1967 Morgan 41, excellent condition,
great sails, good crew and rated PHRF 131. My Hunter Legend 37 was rated 117 (should have been 126) but I
don’t think there would have been any way I could have beaten Obsession. 2nd and 3rd were J120s from
Charleston. Had we sailed the rhumb line we might have saved our time against them. Two years ago they
only beat us by 45 minutes corrected. But all of that is conjecture, interesting but not reality. We had fun, and
may race again in two years, depending somewhat on the race committee’s response to my email.
Del Wiese
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A guest, on a private sailboat on a compass heading to the Bahamas, had to hit the head. Excusing
themselves they left the main cabin. Shortly after, a sudden squall hit the ship. A giant freak wave
rolled over the vessel and, with a stress breach in the hull, the boat began taking on water! Just short
of sinking and with his guests and crew in the lifeboat, the captain realized someone was missing. Working his way towards the aft cabins and fighting the onslaught of water rushing in, he broke open the door
to the head. There stood the missing guest. Shaken and confused the guest looked at the captain and
said, "I don't understand, all I did was pull the handle!"
The mess officer was upset because the sailors were not eating the bread. Some of the sailors complained that the bread was too hard. The officer said, "if the mayflower crew on their voyage had that
bread, they would have eaten it down to the last crumb." A young sailor said," I believe that, sir but this
bread was fresher then!"
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.
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