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Commodore’s Log
I just returned from the Mermaid Regatta Planning
Meeting. It was very refreshing to witness the active participation of about 20 members discussing the upcoming
event. The Mermaid Regatta is a classic regatta complete with a huge social event and good food. It is my
favorite regatta of the year as the enthusiasm the girls
bring to the event spills over to the entire club. And of
course, Rachele Ross has chaired this event for many
years, and is a master at making it better each year. This year a class has been added for those who normally
don’t race…something about sailing to a floating bar where a margarita may be picked up!!! Join in girls, this is
a great weekend.
While the Mermaid regatta is our first of the fall season, our Fall Regatta week follows closely in October. Fleet
Captain Jack Clark will be needing many volunteers to continue our tradition of hosting a first class regatta
week. It is a great time to get involved with club activities and have a good time doing it.
Part of our long range planning is to renovate the annex. This year, we have an objective of developing a plan
for the renovation which can be evaluated by the membership. A recent brainstorming session was held to prioritize functional use of the annex. Neal Tompkins and Simon Koumjian were present at the meeting, and
have volunteered to turn these ideas into some sketches for further review. If you have any ideas about the annex usage, please contact me, Neal, or Simon.
Dockmaster Grant Ball will continue to remind everyone about hurricane preparation. Listen to him!! Many
boats still have suspect dock lines. Don’t let yours be one of those. Grant and his committee have been actively reminding dock renters to comply with our by laws. Boats deemed to be disused are subject to losing the
privilege of having a slip.
Our Treasurer, Del Wiese, is keeping a close watch over the finances. Fortunately, we have not had a large
maintenance expense this year, so we are currently in solid financial condition. Should you wish to review financial details contact Del and he will share “the books” with you.
Remember, the Board was elected by you, the membership, and accordingly, wish to steer the club as you desire. We welcome feedback….yeah even criticism…..so let us hear from you.
See you on the water.
Jim Henry/Commodore

Two elderly blond fishermen were sitting by the side of a river both holding fishing poles with
line in the water.
A Game Warden comes up behind them, taps them on the shoulder and says, "Excuse me, I'd like
to see your fishing licenses."
With a guilty voice one says, "We don't have one."
"If your going to fish in this state, you need fishing licenses. I'm going to have to issue both of
you a ticket." said the Game Warden.
The second fisherman speaks up, "But officer, we aren't fishing. We have magnets at the end of
our lines and we're collecting debris off the bottom of the river." The Game Warden lifted up
the lines and sure enough, there were horseshoe magnets tied on the end of each line.
"It's nice to see people with good values, I wish more were like you," the Game Warden said as
he turned and left with a smile.
As soon as the Game Warden was out of sight, both fishermen started laughing hysterically.
"What a dumb Fish Cop," one said. "Yeah!" said the other, "It's a good thing he didn't know
there are Steelhead trout in this river!"
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House
The lazy summer months are great to take care of a few maintenance chores I have had on my punch list. We have had the bar and
upstairs carpet professionally cleaned with a stain resistant application applied recently, and it looks much better.
I have had the fire safety people in to renew our fire suppression system in the kitchen and take care of all the fire extinguishers in the
clubhouse, annex and tire store, and we are in full code compliance.
A hole in an obstinate pipe in the downstairs annex area ultimately proved no match for the tenacity of Jack
Leahy and a gracious amount of Marine-Tex.
Throw in some air conditioning filter replacements, light bulb change outs, and the purchase of a new blower
and extension cords, and we a certainly heading in the right direction.
I will be convening a House Committee meeting very soon to begin planning for the fall season and the associated House responsibilities. If anyone would like to be part of the planning, just let me know.
Please remember to double check to make sure you are closing the clubhouse doors completely when entering/leaving. And also, please remember that the code to the clubhouse, main gate, annex or tire store are
NEVER to be shared with any non-member. Non-members are not allowed on MYC property without a sponsoring member with them at all times, and the member is responsible for the conduct of the non-member.
As always, should you see anything amiss around the club, please let me know.
Pat Lambert/Vice Commodore

On the Docks...
We are now in hurricane season. In case you don’t have a checklist to help you prepare your
boat for an approaching storm, a few items to consider are:












Reduce windage – remove sails, roller furling, sail covers, Bimini tops. Also remove any
excess deck equipment, i.e., dinghies, fuel jugs, etc.
Interior – remove the ship’s papers and any important personal effects.
Have available spare dock lines in order to double-up lines. Also, line lengths should be
sufficient to work in case of excessive high water.
Use chafing gear where necessary to protect dock lines from wear at contact points.
Place fenders between boats, as necessary.
Turn off all seacocks.
Check cockpit drains to assure that they drain freely and are free of any debris.
Assure that those lines tied to the dock may be adjusted from the dock (so that the Dockmaster or good Samaritan does not have to board your boat.)
Assure that batteries are fully charged and that automatic bilge pumps work correctly. As the water rises,
both electricity and water to the docks will be shut off.
Tape over any known leaks (and remove the tape immediately following the storm.)
Take photos of interior and exterior of boat in case of insurance claims.

MYC Dock Rule #19 addresses the actions required by MYC dock renters when a hurricane watch is posted for
the Melbourne area. MYC Small Boat Dry Storage Rule #9 addresses the actions required by those whose
boats are stored on land to prepare for a storm.
Call me if you need my help. See you on the docks.
Grant Ball/Dockmaster
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Entertainment
MYC is an eclectic group of sailors who know how to party. On July
31st, we had four squares of eight dancers learning their square dance
moves from Dale Mclarey and the Palm Bay Promenaders square dance
club. Albeit calling a square dance using right and allemande left instead of starboard and port strained our sense of right and wrong. Over
32 members and guests had a great time. Who says we can’t have a party in the heat of July?

Hear ye! Hear ye! Mark your calendars, put on your best tunic, and sign up for MYC’s Renaissance
Faire Party on Saturday August 28th. Dress up in period costume, compete to be King .. or Queen,
if that’s your preference. Hear bawdy limericks. Taste period beer (Meade). Party games, music,
jousting, and dancing. Bar opens at 5 pm. Dinner at 6:30 pm. Contact Pam Worth, (321) 501-7336,
or sign up at the bar. Reservations needed by August 25th.
Reports are in that Diane Gabik and her girls’ road trip single-handedly enhanced the party atmosphere in New Orleans a week ago. If you ask politely (or just talk to her) she may even send you the
link to her Gabik Girl Blog about the trip…showing pictures of all 50 bars they visited in two days.
http://decadentnoladventures.blogspot.com/
Folks, I’ve been sending invitations all year out to the MYC email list, and it occurred to me that your
crew members may wish to participate in some activities. In the spirit of building a stronger sailing
community and club and hopefully picking up a new member or two, don’t forget to forward the party
invites to worthy and interested crew members.
Participation is what makes MYC so successful. We’re always looking for new and interesting ideas.
Contact me or a member of the entertainment committee.
Andy Forman/Rear Commodore

Membership
This month I would like to announce MYC's four newest memberships.
Maryanne and Nick Schaumann and Julie and John Callan will be joining us as
resident members, and Monica Ebert and Mike Vergalla will be joining us as
Corinthian members. I would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest members.
Welcome to your new sailing home and family.
Membership Status:
Resident: 154

Non-Resident: 17

Corinthian: 13

Honorary: 11

I am very pleased by the amount of interest I have been receiving in the club. On average, I respond
to one or two inquiries every week, and invite these individuals out to experience the club on a Friday
night Rum Race. They are always welcome to join me on my boat, and I enjoy newcomers' company.
But my little boat can only take so many. When my boat gets full, I will walk the guests down the
docks trying to find them a place on another boat. Luckily, I have never failed to find a guest a boat to
sail upon on a Rum Race.
However, I have frequently noticed that guests feel awkward with this situation and comment that they
do not want to impose on other skippers.
Additionally, some of these guests really don’t want to go hike out on the rail or grind a winch to trim
those sails in perfectly in order to compete.
(Continued on Page 6)
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Fleet
Ahoy, to steal a line from Sonny and Cher “And the Heat Goes
On” we are well into a hot steamy August; however, summer
shall soon be coming to an end, and fall regatta season will be
upon us by the end of September. First up will be MYC's famous
Mermaid Regatta on September 25th and 26th. This year’s format
will be two days of big boat racing to allow for maximum attendance, maximum fun, and a great party. There will be two PHRF Fleets, spinnaker and non-spinnaker and a
Margarita Fleet (aka Wine and Cheese with a Caribbean flavor). The ever-resourceful Rachele Ross is busy
with preparations, and any and all volunteers are welcome. Boys, are you up for a wet T-shirt contest? It’s not
what you’re expecting!
Following the Mermaid, we roll right into the MYC Fall Regatta, kicking off with One Design racing weekend on
October 16th and 17th, then the ever popular adult pram racing on Wednesday evening, October 20th, followed
by the Rebel Rally on Friday the 22nd and then two days of small monohull and multihull racing from Ballard
Park. The following weekend, October 23rd and 24th will be the PHRF larger monohulls and Wine and Cheese
fleets sailing from the MYC docks. Planning committees are forming. Come join the fun. We need your help.
Watch for the regatta flyers and NORs soon to be posted.
There are a few additional things to tell you about. The J-24s and S2s have being mixing it up on the river
Thursday and non rum race Friday evenings, these two one design fleets are growing rapidly, and are always
looking for crew. There are also rumors of a restart of a youth racing program using the MYC Optis and Sunfish
on our regular small boat Sundays. Interested, experienced youths should check with the Fleet Captain or Jim
Miller, who has agreed to mentor the group and run a youth support boat. This is not a learn-to-sail class. It’s a
learn-to-race class. Interested youth should have completed a sailing class. Basic boat handling skills are required. It will be great to see some young faces on the river!
It has come to my attention that there are several sailing shows being aired on the local cable stations. Latitudes and Attitudes TV show is airing on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM on Versus Channel, and Grand Pre Sailing
has been seen on the Sun Channel. Check your TV listings for additional information.
If anyone has borrowed MYC signal flags from the annex, please return them. We are in the process of inventorying our flag bags in preparation for the fall racing season, and we are missing a number of important signals.
Lastly, it was great to see past Commodore Harry Stapor at the general meeting this month. It looks like Harry
is making a strong comeback from his recent and unexpected encounter with a heart surgeon. Keep it going,
big guy. We need you back on the water.
Jack Clark / Fleet Captain
(Membership

Continued from Page 5)

They just want to relax on the river and experience sailing in good company and maybe enjoy a glass
of wine and some cheese!
With this in mind I would like to ask our members, in MYC fashion, to pitch in and fill this need by volunteering their time and their boat on a Rum Race evening or afternoon and operate a Spectator
Boat.
This Spectator Boat would leave the docks at the same time as the rum racers and follow (or lead!)
the racing boats around the course. In addition to showing new and prospective members what MYC
is all about, this boat will also provide a friendly platform for guests, new members, and other members who, for whatever reason cannot get out on the water to enjoy a relaxing sail and watch a sailboat race in the company of fellow MYC members.
This Spectator Boat will fulfill a number of objectives set forth in the MYC Constitution. It will
"stimulate interest in boating and yachting and promote a fraternal spirit among its members". Volunteering as a Spectator Boat is a not permanent ongoing commitment. I would like to schedule one
boat for each Rum Race.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Sailing Education
Having completed all of the scheduled classes this summer, I can sit back and thank
our volunteers (THANK YOU SO MUCH!), and reflect a little. We did not get rained
out all summer – I’m amazed! I’m also struck by how much there is to learn in four
short classes. I have been gradually learning to sail for eight years, so when I see
Matt break sailing into logical and sequential “pieces” in the class, I am impressed
with his knowledge and patience. You can see from the attached youth class pictures that we had a wide range of experience this year, and I think they all had fun. By the way, some
of you have asked why we towed the boats through the harbor this year; towing eliminates the stress
of constantly tacking and dodging boat traffic until they have the control to sail in and out of the harbor. As the harbor becomes busier, towing delivers the new sailors to the open river and back to the
dock safely and with less frustration, so they can concentrate on learning to control their boats and
have a positive overall experience. And isn’t that what we are really trying to achieve?
Four classes is just a taste. It’s provides the basics so the new sailor can decide if they like it, and
feel comfortable with the terminology and expectations. They can decide if they want to continue, and
we provide them with the support to do so. Classes are a great way to get started, but what it really
takes is “time in the boat” and continuous “coaching”; that is often the experienced person next to you
making a suggestion, or explaining the more detailed “what’s and why’s”. Most sailing knowledge and
experience are shared informally on board or back at the dock. So I encourage everyone who is interested to get in a boat. And remember, every sailor doesn’t want to race. One of the students asked
me why we teach in a racing format. He just wants to sail. I told him that it’s an organized and quick
way to teach sailing skills. The challenge is a lot of fun for many. But cruising is fun too, and you apply all of the same sailing skills. Luckily we can do both!
Our river is one of the best places in the world to sail year round and there is more organized sailing
going on now than I have seen in my years in Florida. So if you are interested, find a friend with a
boat, talk with me or list yourself on the “crew wanted” list on the www.sail-race.com website. That’s
the best next step in your sailing education. And remember to watch the MYC website and my column for upcoming classes and youth activities.
Lynde Edwards/Sailing Education Director
(Membership Continued from Page 6)

So, consider whether this might be a way you could help carry out the club's mission in a practical
manner. Give it a try. Call me to sign up for one rum race. If you like how it goes, you might consider
signing up for another week later on!!
Thank you all. Lets go Sailing!!!
Rum Race Fridays: August 13, Jim Miller, Sea Turtle; August 27, Del Wiese, Chasing Rainbows;
September 10 & 24; October 8 & 22.
Karen Williams/Membership Director

Obituary:
We are sorry to report that Honorary Member Rene Behnke passed away this past July. She and her late
husband George were long time members. They joined the club in the early 70s. George came up through the
ranks serving as Commodore in 1977 when the club purchased the current property. Rene was there to support him in his club efforts. She was an avid tennis player and served on many MYC party committees. She
will be sorely missed by all who knew her.
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Mid August—September 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

15

16

17

18

Thu

Fri

Sat

19

20

21

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

22

23

24

25

26

1 PM

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Reservation
deadline for
Renaissance
Faire

Dinghy Racing
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

29

27

28

TGIF

30

31

September

6 PM RUM RACE

6:30 PM
2

3

4

TGIF

1
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

Renaissance
Faire

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

6:30PM

Toast to September
Birthdays

MYC
General
Meeting
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

1 PM
Dinghy Racing
12

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

Marker 21 Cruise

17

18

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Mermaid

Talk like a Pirate
7:00 PM

Regatta

19

6 PM RUM RACE

TGIF

Deadline for

Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

ECSA/MYC

23

24

25

TGIF

1 PM

Bar Opens 5:15 PM

Dinghy Racing

6 PM RUM RACE

Mermaid Regatta

October
1

2

26
Mermaid Regatta

27

28

29

30

TGIF

Bar Opens 5:15 PM
Bar Open 2 - 6 PM

8

Toast to October
Birthdays

August 2010

Medieval
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See photos of events on our website: www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Click on the Event Photos link. Thanks to Ross
Herbert, Club Historian, for posting them. Find the complete MYC Calendar on our website, too.
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Bulletin Board
Notice: The west side of the
west dock is NOT MYC property.
Please do not dock your boat
there, as you will put the club in
FDOT and FDEP violation, as
well as placing us in jeopardy of
losing our Bottom Lands Lease

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club.
Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit articles or notices of Interest to the Club.

KAYAKING
If any one would like some help
organizing a trip please contact
me on my cell at 321-432-5213
Happy paddling. John Martin

Gentle reminder to all
members: The handicap
parking spots must be left
available to those who
need it.
Please confirm that your
mailing address in the club
website database is correct;
otherwise, our important mailings will not reach you.

Secretary’s Notes
Last month it was brought up at the general meeting that the MYC web site
events calendar badly needs to be updated. This has been my responsibility, and I fell behind using the excuse that no one sent me anything, when I
really did not know how to put anything on it, if they did. I have a volunteer
now to post events and Board Members all have the instructions on how to
post events. Most are "techier" than me. So, it should get better soon.
Also, it was brought up at our board meeting that there may be ways to make the calendar better. So, a task
force of Andy Forman, Karen Williams and Page Proffitt has been formed to look into options we might have
for improving it. Ideas were suggested, like being able to make reservations for dinner events from the calendar with a link.
Another subject: I would like to suggest to you is that if any member wants to use the club for a personal event,
such as I recently had with my father's memorial celebration, I recommend the facilities and especially the help
from MYC members!
My father, George Shaw, was the MYC Commodore in 1959 and loved our club.
Special thanks to our Commodore, Jim Henry, for coming to welcome all our family and friends and MYC
members who came. Thank you to Past Commodore, Bob Hughes, for saying the prayer and being the PA
system expert and MC. Thank you, Page Proffitt, for handling the cash bar. Rachele Ross and Becky Henry
gave me advice on decorations and table clothes. Jack and Jacky Leahy came over early to help out in the
kitchen and what ever needed to be done. Vice Commodore Pat Lambert helped explain the forms I needed
and made it simple. Thank you all and all who came!
I highly recommend that if you have a special birthday, anniversary, wedding, or any other personal occasion,
use the club and ask the folks that have done events for their advice and you will get some good ideas!
Jerrie Hixon/Secretary

August 2010

11

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Renaissance Faire
August 28th
Talk Like a Pirate Party
September 17th
Mermaid Regatta
September 25th—26th
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