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Commodore’s Log
Though it doesn't exactly yet feel like it, we are
closing out the summer and entering the autumn season of this 2011 year. And what a
great time we had this Summer around
MYC. Starting with the Memorial Day weekend activities, Fourth of July BBQ, Marker 21
cruises, Commodore’s Full Moon Regatta,
Summer of Love party, Abaco cruising, Rum and Small Boat racing, TGIF's and the Labor Day cruise, there
was a lot going on and just about something for everyone to do.
Speaking of the Full Moon Regatta, for the 14 MYC boats that participated and the numerous members and
guests that sailed, I trust you had as good a time as I did. It was quite a sight to see the bar area crowded well
into the wee hours of the evening. The night was beautiful, the full moon cooperated, the wind shifty, then sailing close and everyone made it back in without incident. It was a grand time, to be sure.
So now we enter the Fall sailing season, starting off with the 33rd edition of our Mermaid Regatta and followed
closely by our annual Fall Regatta Race Week. You will read much more about these two traditions elsewhere
in the Tell-Tale. My only comment is to encourage you to participate in one or both, either by competing, or
perhaps volunteering time on RC or shore-side activities. It's time well spent.
I look forward to the return of many members who spend summer away from MYC, and the corresponding increase in activity around the Club. Autumn is a great time of year with a wealth of things to enjoy around the
Melbourne Yacht Club.
Enjoy the many blessings bestowed upon us. We are indeed blessed.

Pat Lambert / Commodore

House
Many thanks to Bob Hughes for installing and adjusting the light
on the pole down by the docks to illuminate the flag at
night. Phil Spletter moved the large seldom-used marks to the
tire store and arranged other items in the annex to more efficiently utilize the space. He also installed a dehumidifier which
is removing the musty odor. Good job Phil, thanks!!
The entrance sign replacement is on order and the building permit has been approved. However, since we are
in the south Melbourne Redevelopment District, there is a committee that must approve the sign. The committee meets on 21 September and the sign company is poised to finish the sign on the 22nd and install it on the
23rd in time for the Mermaid Regatta. We have also ordered a 2x4 foot sign to be installed on the east end of
the east dock. The installation will be done in a manner so as to not interfere with boat rigging or dock access.
The Fall Work Day is scheduled for 1 October. A detailed plan will be issued shortly. Please make every effort
to come help; the more people who show up, the quicker we will get done. Keep in mind the "volunteer" nature
of our club, it helps keep our dues low, enhances camaraderie among the participants, and results in a good
feeling for having made our facilities more attractive.

Del Weise / Vice Commodore/House

MYC Blood Drive
October 29th 9AM—Noon
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Fleet
Location, location, location. For sailing, our Indian River Lagoon, with smooth water and sea
breeze conditions, is one of the best, and MYC members take advantage of it in many ways.
With small boat Sundays, rum races, regattas, and J/24 fleet races, plus pleasure sailing and
cruising, there is truly something for everyone. A great example of some of the several ways
we enjoy sailing where we live was evident this past Saturday when I crossed the Eau Gallie
Causeway. On the south side John and Nancy Fox along with Pat Lambert and Jim Schaub were conducting a one-day regatta for 22 boats as part of the Laser Treasure Coast Series. Not only did Team Foxy organize the regatta and serve as PRO, they provided prizes and refreshments. At the same time, north of the
causeway, an ECSA woman’s race was underway. As they have for many years, Gerry Moores and Bob
Sowden ran the race committee. We should all be thankful that we live and sail in such a good location, and
that we have enough good race committee talent to run several events simultaneously. Additionally, I’d like to
thank John Martin, Gail Oliver, Peggy Sneed, Rochelle Yates and Floyd Bryan for RC work this month.
Earlier in the month, thirteen boats sailed Commodore’s Full Moon Night Race. It was fun evening of sailing
and socializing into the wee hours. Thanks to Bob, Gerry, Pat John, Gail and everyone who helped out. That
same weekend, there was an ECSA/MYC cruise to Marker 21 with a few hearty souls doing both! Later in the
month, over the Labor Day weekend, boats cruised to Ft. Pierce with ECSA, or else went to Marker 21 for a
more informal gathering. There are so many ways to enjoy the sport of sailing here and I haven’t even mentioned the ocean.
Beyond the club, J-Peas/Moxie is up north having sailed the J/24 North Americans and the Downeast Regatta
on Casco Bay, ME. Linda Tillman is also to be congratulated for winning the Sunfish Midwest Regional
Championship and qualifying to sail in the 2012 Sunfish World Championship in Ecuador. Take a look at the
results for these three regattas and you will see that they are sailing in some tough fleets!
By the time that you read this the Mermaid Regatta preparations will be well under way. Rachele’s attention to
detail after 33 years of experience running this regatta will ensure excellent shoreside activities, including one
of the best parties of the year. RC is pretty well set to run good races as well.
Fall Regatta preparations are also beginning. Once again, with small boat/one-design weekend and big boat
weekends and pram racing on the harbor, there will be something to satisfy almost any taste. This is probably
our biggest event of the year. Including competitors, RC and the shoreside support for a regatta of this size,
well over half of the club will be involved.
The seemingly long, hot summer will soon be yielding to cooler fall temperatures, so whether you sail small
boats, big boats (or both), or enjoy helping run the regatta on the water or on the shore, I look forward to seeing
you in our prime location, location, location!

Fleet Captain/Phil Spletter

Membership
We had one nomination for Corinthian Membership.
Ana Flores was nominated by Erin Walters. She has an EE degree from Carnegie-Mellon. Went to
RPI for an MBA. Traveled around the world for business experience and met her boyfriend in a bar in
China over Tequila shots. Moved to Melbourne for her first job and works as an EE for an architectural
firm. She is a swimmer and rock climber. Good luck with rock climbing around here. And she loves
her Weimariner.
Welcome Ana !
(Continued on page 4)
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Dockmaster
I continue to monitor the ramp, and it is nice to note that the green mats are generally
being removed from the water and folded or rolled. Unfortunately, the water has been
higher than the algae line, so no pressure water cutting away of the algae has occurred
yet. But as summer moves on, the rate of growth of the algae does slow down.
Please note the west side of the west dock (the narrow water way between the west
dock and the bridge bank) is outside of our bottom lands lease, and the cleats that were
there were removed three years ago. Tying up boats there by any means to the dock structure is not
allowed, even in a regatta situation.
Dock slip renewals & insurance
This subject is under review, simply because a number of members have commented that at each
change of Dockmaster, the method of receiving information changes. However, if you know you have
not as yet completed a slip rental agreement for this year, please drop in a signed renewal slip into
the Dockmaster's slot at the club, along with your insurance renewal, if your insurance is due this
month.
Finally, we have had two potential hurricane issues which thankfully only produced heavy rain locally.
However in both cases, activity at the club docks did occur, and I want to say thank you to all who
came down independently and prepared their boats. It is very difficult to co-ordinate boat preparation,
simply because a named storm predicted to come ashore is a "MAYBE SITUATION", and boat owners have to respond as convenient with their own schedule.
David Lister/Dockmaster
(Continued from page 3)

Current membership:
Resident = 154, Non-Resident = 16, Corinthian = 19, Honorary = 10
We can all update our own information in the MYC database. To do this, go to our website at
www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Scroll to the bottom and click on “Members Only”. Then log in using your last
name and your member number with no spaces in between, i.e. jones4567. Your default password is your
member number. Once you are in, click on the letter that your last name starts with, then click on your last
name. Now you may change any info you need to such as a new address or phone number. Note the section:
“Check the following to receive only by EMAIL “. By checking this box, you can receive the newsletter and your
bills by email, which will save time and the club money and ensure that you get these in a timely manner. When
you are done updating, make sure you click on SAVE to save the changes. If you have any questions please
give me a call.

John Martin / Membership Director
Did you Know…
Pipe (Bos'n's), or a bos'n's call – A whistle used by Boatswains (bosuns or bos'ns) to issue
commands. Consisting of a metal tube which directs the breath over an aperture on the top
of a hollow ball to produce high pitched notes. The pitch of the notes can be changed by
partly covering the aperture with the finger of the hand in which the pipe is held. The shape of the instrument is similar to that of a smoking pipe.
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Entertainment
The “Summer of Love” was amazing. We would like to thank all of you for the wonderful
emails of thanks. It really meant a lot to us. “Vintage” will be making a repeat performance sometime in the future. For those who attended, I believe you’ll agree their music
left you feeling like the original artist was performing. The action was in the Hall with the
band, dancing for three straight hours. The bar was mostly empty, except for a quick hydration. I
don’t know about anyone else, but as for me, it took me two days to recover, but the “happy feelings”
seem to last for days.
We congratulate the winners of our contests: Jane McClain, Lee Sorenson (guest), Robin
Blankenship (guest), Nancy Beckett, and Ann Knowlton. “Best dressed” went to Bill Shaw. Congratulations to all!
I would like to thank the “High Priestess of Fun”, Diane Gabik, “Price is Right” M.C., Karen Sowden,
our own “tie dye” expert, Angela Lambert, Robert and Cherie Baird, and Koral Gabik for his contribution…to the games. Thank you Page Proffitt for setting up for the band, and cleaning outside in
preparation. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!
A special thanks to our own “Woodstock” attendee, Gerry Moores, who brought his tickets from 1969
to show everyone. Cost in 1969, $6/day to listen to 22 bands a day. Can’t imagine the cost today.
As September approaches, look in the trunks, boxes and pull out those pirate outfits. “Talk like a Pirate” will be September 23, hosted once again by Gerry Moores. Come sing and dance to the music
of Ken Moores. Bring hors d'oeuvres to share. It’s the perfect segue to the Mermaid Regatta weekend. Enjoy and have a great time.
Entertainment/Pamela Worth

Sailing Education
The classes are over for this year but the education continues! The wet Sunday racing is bringing
out quite a group of 420 sailors as well as Sunfish and Lasers, in fact all six of our boats are reserved for the Fall Regatta. Thanks to Will Moore for motivating and coordinating the 420 group!
Hopefully, they will inspire other small boat sailors to participate in what is always a fun one-design
weekend at the park. We are also integrating more new sailors into the rum race crews. Thanks
everyone, for taking new people. That’s a great way to introduce people to both sailing and MYC. If anyone
would like copies of the educational course to provide to new sailors, just let me know.
We continue to improve the MYC fleet, and the committee appreciates any extra care taken by our weekend
warriors. You will see new signs in the annex and tire store reminding everyone to sign all boats and equipment out, and report items needing repair ASAP, so everything is in good shape for the next weekend. The
increased maintenance is directly related to the increased usage, so it’s a good thing overall. Remember,
these boats all came from the snowy north. They have probably had as much use since January as they had in
their entire previous lifetime!
As I mentioned last month, we will have a couple of work days after it cools down a little to do more maintenance on the boats, and improve the equipment area in the annex.
Enjoy the fall, go sailing!

Lynde Edwards / Youth & Sailing Education
Question: Why are seagulls, called seagulls?
Answer: Because if they flew over the bay, they'd be called bagels!
September 2011
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September-October
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

18

19

20

21

22

23
TGIF

24

Talk Like a Pirate
AAAARR…

Mermaid
Regatta

Bar opens at 5:00

25

26

27

28

29

Mermaid
Regatta

30

Oct 1

TGIF
MYC Rum Race

MYC Fall
Work Day

Bar opens at 5:00

2

3

4

5

6

Art
General
group Membership
10am
Meeting

Family Dinner

8

7

MYC Youth Class

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

6:30 p.m.

9

10

Bar Opens at 2PM

12

13

Art
group
10am

Small Boat
Sunday
16
Fall Regatta
Small Boats

11

17

18

14
TGIF
MYC Rum Race

15
Fall Regatta
Small Boats

Bar opens at 5:00

19

20

21

Adult Pram
Races

Yankee Rebel Rally

22
Fall Regatta
Big Boats

TGIF
23
Fall Regatta
Big Boats

30

24

25

26

27

Art
group
10am
31
Halloween

Nov 1

28

29

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Blood Drive

MYC Rum Race

2

Art
General
group Membership
10am
Meeting

3

4

5

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

ECSA
Pinedaville
Cruise

6:30 p.m.
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See photos of events on our website: www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Click on the Event Photos link. Thanks to Ross Herbert, Club
Historian, for posting them. Find the complete MYC Calendar on our website, too.

8

September 2011

Bulletin Board
Boating Safety & Skills & Seamanship Classes
The local Coast Guard Auxiliary is offering a boating safety class, “About Boating Safety”, on Saturday, September 24th. The class includes information about
boat handling, state and federal regulations, and recommended safety equipment. Successful students may qualify for boating education discounts, and will
earn their Florida State Boater Education ID Card. Cost for the class is $35,
with discounts for families, and includes lunch. If interested, class starts at 9
am, and will be held at 1455 Main Street, Palm Bay, just southwest of Palm Bay
Road and the FEC railroad.
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks,
Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including member payment personal checks, so
bookkeeping errors can be kept to a minimum.
ARTISTS GATHERING Starting again the first Tuesday in
October at 10:00 AM.

Talk Like A Pirate Party
Friday, September 23, 2011is post

International Talk Like A Pirate Day
Let’s party!!!
7:00 PM –Until the Wee hours
Wear ye best / worst pirate outfit or it may be the Brig for ye. ARRRR…
We’ll have entertainment, Dancing, & Prizes, and Special $2 rum drinks.
Bring some grub to share
Did you Know…
Splice the mainbrace – A euphemism, it was an order given aboard square rigged sailing
vessels to reward the crew with an extra portion of grog for going up in the rigging to literally
splice the main brace during the heat of battle. The phrase splice the mainbrace these days
is used idiomatically meaning to go ashore on liberty, intending to go out for an evening of drinking.
September 2011
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Talk Like A Pirate

September 23, 2011
Mermaid Regatta

September 24—25, 2011
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