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It’s back…Come join us for a
Righteous night of nostalgia!
The 1980’s return to Melbourne Yacht Club on Saturday
January 28, 2012. Party like your parents are out of town to
the fresh tunes of Duran Duran, Blondie, Guns N’ Roses and
more!
Dress to impress for the costume contest! Prove your coolness and challenge a poser to a dance-off! BE THERE!
Details:
Where: MYC bar
When: Saturday, 01/28/12, 7-10 PM
Cost to party: free, but bring a dish to share
Bring: food, friends and a fresh ‘tude

Souper Bowl Sunday - February 5th
Join us for fun and games at the MYC with your favorite soup and/
or chili to share while you cheer on your team in Super Bowl XLVI.
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Commodore’s Log
The Holiday Season is now behind us and the
advent of the New Year is here. We enjoyed a
wonderful holiday at MYC. The clubhouse
looked fantastic, the parties were a lot of fun
and the spirit of the season was truly present
throughout the holidays. I am especially proud
of our members who contributed to our Sharing Tree. We raised over $1,800.00 for several
worthy charities in Brevard County so many less fortunate than us could also enjoy the joys of Christmas.
Congratulations to our newly elected officers. I am quite confident they will continue to steer a course that
keeps our Club on solid footing during the upcoming year. I assure you, it is no small task.
The New Board:
Commodore - Del Wiese
Vice Commodore/House - Page Proffitt
Rear Commodore/Fleet - Lynde Edwards
Treasurer - Eric Stord
Secretary - Pam Worth
Membership - Jim Lacy
Docks - Lean Williams
Bar - Christopher Salmon
Sailing Ed. - Gary Briand
Entertainment - Jacqueline Cope
This represents my 36th and final article as a member of the Board of Directors of the Melbourne Yacht Club.
I have had a great time as Fleet Captain, Vice and now Commodore of this great Club. Past Commodore Jim
Henry left me with a club that was financially sound and socially vibrant. I am not sure that his only advise,
"don't mess up", had the most calming effect on me. It did help keep me focused.
I was very fortunate to have a Flag and Board that took their respective duties very seriously. The beginning
of the year was a little rough for me, medically speaking, and they all stepped up and took care of business. I
have had a great time working with all of them. It has been a lot of fun. The club has been well served by their
hard work and dedication.
It has been my goal to maintain the rich traditions that makes our club unique while trying to throw in a few
new things along the way. Whether it was the Wine and Cheese Fleet "Chug Off" for first place in 2009, Beer
Can Racing, Pars and Bars golf tournament, or Moonlight Regatta, this membership has always showed the
spirit that if it's fun, then let's do it. It is this attitude that makes membership at MYC special. In that context,
keep an eye out for my Blue Moon Regatta coming in late August.
My biggest thanks goes out to wife, life partner and Chief Medical Officer, Angela. She has been beside me
every step of the way last year and her advice and occasional constructive feedback was invaluable.
As I tie up the 2011 year at the dock, I want to say it has been a privilege and an honor to serve as Commodore of MYC. My three years on the Board have been very rewarding and honestly, a lot of fun. Thanks again
to my Board, you all are the best. Also thanks to the many members that volunteer so much of their time and
efforts to assure the Club stays in good working order and looks so nice.
To the incoming Board and especially to my good friend, incoming Commodore Del Weise, best luck for next
year. My only advise is "don't mess up"!!
I stand relieved.

Pat Lambert / Commodore
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House
December was an active month at MYC. The club got decorated beautifully and many members took advantage of our
facilities for holiday and other parties in addition to the club
sponsored events. Repairs and upgrades were made to the
flag pole and the roof leak near the dock door got repaired.
Repairs to the rest room air conditioners is still pending, awaiting arrival of repair parts.
I am writing this from the Lauderdale Yacht Club, the Lauderdale to Key West race starts tomorrow 11 January. Santarella is docked near us.
I am truly honored to be your Commodore elect.

Del Wiese / Vice Commodore—House

Entertainment
Alas, this is my last transmission as your Entertainment Director. I have enjoyed bringing
entertaining events to the members of Melbourne Yacht Club and gratefully thank all
those who hosted events and helped. I couldn’t have done it without you.
Our Boat Parade Party had about 80 people. The parade lasted one hour. The highlight was at
the beginning of the parade, when a Spanish Galleon arrived on Lake Shepard. It was full of pirates and
Santa himself, seeing this ship was a real treat.
The New Years Eve party had 91 MYC members and family to ring in the New Year 2012. There was great
food, music and dancing. Thank you Paty and Mike Henry, Rachele Ross and everyone who helped set up
and take down decorations. We appreciate you.
Ross Herbert hosted the breakfast the day after. Twelve people attended.
January 28th is the “80’s Party” hosted by Mia Worth and the Corinthians. Bring a dish to share and
dress in “80’s fashion” if you like. They are supplying music and entertainment.
February 5 is “Souper Bowl Sunday” at MYC. We don’t know who is going to the Super Bowl. Will Green
Bay be playing to defend their title. …. Who knows?
Bring your favorite chili, soup, stew, jambalaya, or gumbo for the contest. There will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place prize to be awarded. Talk of two turkeys, Diane Gabik and Pamela Worth (we aren’t the turkeys), we
will be bringing them for sandwiches. Yes, Bob Sowden, I know it will be “fowl” at a football game. Lots of
fun, bring your spirit and root for your favorite team. It’s always a lot of fun.
As I close, we welcome Jackie Cope as your new Entertainment Director. She will have a wonderful year
of fun for you, and looking for people who would like to serve on her committee. It’s the fun committee to be on.
Remember, it is our members that make the fun happen. Thank you for your help and support.

Pamela Worth / Entertainment
Did You Know?...
“Full and by” – Sailing into the wind (by), but not as close-hauled as might be possible, so as to
make sure the sails are kept full. This provides a margin for error to avoid being taken aback (a serious risk for square-rigged vessels) in a tricky sea. Figuratively it implies getting on with the job but in a
steady, relaxed way, without undue urgency or strain.
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Sailing Education
From Matt Wayne:
It has been a great couple of years as the sailing instructor here at MYC. It has been wonderful
to watch the program and the support from the MYC membership grow these past years. First and
foremost I would like to thank Jim and Lynde Edwards for all of their help and countless hours of
work they put in behind the scenes. It would have not been possible without them.
To all of the backup instructors who filled in or help teach, Alex, Wynn, Steve, Will and Suzanne... thank you
so much for all of your help. Your effort made my job immeasurably easier. I also want to thank everyone involved in bringing the 420 fleet to the MYC. I think it is definitely one of the best moves I've seen in my five
years here and I am so excited to see it grow.
I wish I could continue to lead the program, but due to changes in my responsibilities I no longer have enough
time to commit to the program full time. I also think that a fresh pair of hands is a good and healthy thing for the
program and I am excited and encouraged by the new team.
Good luck and thank you!
Matt
From Director Lynde Edwards:
I echo Matt’s sincere appreciation to everyone who has helped us over the past two years and for the support
of the club. I know you will all welcome Gary Briand as our new board member and chairperson of sailing education. Gary brings his own experience as a sailing instructor and he also plans to utilize the talent of our committee members to continue to grow and improve sailing education at MYC.
I want to thank everyone for the donations of PFD’s – we now have a great selection of sizes from very small
to adults that everyone can borrow when we have guests – they are hanging in the annex.
Pictured is the first graduating class with our “new” 420’s last spring;
can you believe that was less than a year ago? Remember all the hard
work last winter to get ready for the launching party? (I do!) Like Matt,
Jim and I will continue on as part of Gary’s committee and help maintain
the 420’s and other club boats. Thanks to all of you we go into 2012
with a fleet of small boats that we can all be proud of!

Navigo Ergo Sum = “I sail, therefore I am”
Lynde Edwards / Youth & Sailing Education
Laser Masters Midwinters East Regatta
Mark your calendar….February 17, 18, & 19th MYC will be the proud host to about 60 Laser sailors worldwide for the Laser Masters Midwinters East Regatta. Entries are rapidly coming in from as far away as Denmark. Volunteers are still needed for shore side duties. Come help make this the sort of successful event for
which the MYC is famous. Contact John Fox at john@teamfoxy.com.
HOW TO RACE A SAILBOAT· Call seven friends Friday night, have them all meet you at your house, Saturday at 7:00 AM sharp. Have your friends clean your house, and haul everything from the basement to the attic.
After the house is clean, everyone wraps themselves from head to toe in plastic. All eight of you cram together in
the bathtub. Point a large fan at the tub and turn the shower on cold. While yelling and swearing at your friends at the top
of your voice, tear up $100 bills. Do this for six hours. At the end of the six hours, everyone gets out of the bathtub and
walks around the house, dripping wet. Have all your friends clean your house again and take the stuff from the attic back
to the basement, then take them all out for a drink. Invite them to come back next weekend and do it again.
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Fleet
After a few cool days, there is nothing like a warm sunny day to get people out for Rum Racing, even if the breeze is light. Sixteen boats endured
extremely light conditions for the first Rum Race of the New Year. It looks
like this will continue to be the event that attracts the most sailors in east
central Florida on a regular basis, no matter what the conditions.
We kicked off 2012 with the Hangover Regatta which attracted a Laser sailor from Michigan for the holidays.
He plans to be back for the Laser Masters in February. Congratulations to bar tab winners John Drawe, Linda
Tillman and Will Moore/Suzanne Dunphy. Small boats will continue to sail on weekends that alternate with
Rum Racing.
The 420s continue to be put to a lot of good use. There has been a good fleet out most Small Boat Sundays
and lately a group has been sailing them on a weekday afternoon. It appears that there is sufficient interest to
start a group sailing 420s on Tuesday afternoons at 1 PM. If that is appealing to you, and especially if you want
to sail in the Club championship on Jan 28 and 29 (if necessary), please join the group for some good practice.
Speaking of the Club Championships, there appears to be pretty strong interest. As I am writing this on Monday morning, I have received entries from three teams. The NOR and entry form are on the MYC website.
Our members remain active with sailing outside of the club. John and Nancy Fox were the finish boat at the
Vanguard 15 Team Racing event at the US Sailing Center in Jensen Beach, and JJ Johnson sailed in the Orange Bowl Regatta, and an Opti Regatta in Jacksonville where he placed third. By the time you read this,
Chasing Rainbows and Santarella will have completed the Ft. Lauderdale to Key West race. Later in the
month, the Tillmans are going to the frozen Midwest to sail iceboats.
MYC’s chance to shine again will be the weekend of February 16-19 when we host the Laser Masters Midwinters East Regatta, sailed out of Ballard Park. This regatta will attract a group of very strong and accomplished sailors. We are known for running first class events and John Fox and his team are making preparations to run another world-class event. Even if you don’t sail, it will be enjoyable to check out the sailing and/or
social events.
Finally, this is my last Telltale article so I’d like to thank everyone for their support and participation that continues to make MYC the center of sailing in the entire east central Florida region. It was a pleasure to work with
my fellow board members, especially Commodore Lambert who was a great boss because of his ability to
combine our great sport with having fun. I am especially thankful to the Fleet Committee consisting of John and
Nancy Fox, John Martin, Hasty Miller, Dave Noble and Page Proffitt. All year they pitched in to guide me and
help keep the on-the-water activities running smoothly. Starting next month the fleet will be in the very capable
hands of Lynde Edwards. With MYC assuming the leadership for what had been the ECSA River Racing
events along with all of the events that we have been running all along, Lynde will be able to use all of our
help.
In closing, I thank all of you for your support and participation over the past year and I look forward to continuing to see and sail with you in the future.

Phil Spletter / Fleet Captain

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Course
We are trying to organize a Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) Course at the Melbourne Yacht Club for Saturday February 4, 2012 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. The cost per person will be $20.00. The course will only be offered if we
have at least 10 people interested. Remember, for those who took the course in 2010, retraining and recertification is recommended every 2 years.
Rick Ames, will be the CPR instructor. At the end of the class, Rick will provide a demonstration of how to operate an
Automated External Defribulator (AED), like the one we have behind the bar at MYC. Please respond indicating your interest to: Nancy Melfi at melfi@umbc.edu
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Orange Bowl 2011
This year after Christmas I traveled to my 2nd Orange Bowl Regatta in Miami. The Orange Bowl Regatta is
held in Coconut Grove in South Miami and is hosted by the U.S. Sailing Center for Lasers, Coral Reef Yacht
Club for Optis and Biscayne Bay Yacht Club for Club 420's. This is a "kids" only regatta.
This year there were just under 300 Optis. There were about 60 Green Fleet and 220 Gold Fleet split up into
White, Blue and Red Fleet. There were about 60 Club 420's and about 150 Lasers.
I sailed in the Opti White Fleet which was sailed in two rotating flights along with the Red and Blue Fleets with
110 boats in each start.
My Grandparents, Jim and Dolores Miller, had Christmas Morning in
Satellite Beach which immediately after we headed to Ft. Lauderdale
where we stayed with my Uncle.
My Grandfather Jim Miller, a U.S. Sailing Judge was Line Judge on the
Opti Fleet Starts. Not a very popular position given the large number of
Black Flag Starts and Disqualifications! We traveled to Miami on Monday
to take my boat down and so my Grandfather could attend the Race Committee Meeting.
Today was check-in. We got to Coral Reef Yacht Club (CRYC) and
unloaded "Sea Dog" my Opti. My Opti had been given away at last year's
Orange Bowl and my Grandparents bought it from the family who won it
who lived in Great Britain and couldn't take it home.
As soon as I was done unloading my Opti and found my spot among the
300 boats that would arrive I took out my Longboard that I brought with
me so I could goof off. I began exploring all the activity going on. I went to
all the sailing tents that were set up for the Regatta. Soon my Grandfather
found me and it was down to business.
I got my boat set up so we would be
ready the next day for racing. My Grandfather helped me measure the
rake in the rig for the conditions we expected the next day. Since my
Grandfather would be on the Race Committee he had arranged for a
coach from Clearwater. I met my Coach Justin at the pool and the other
two White Fleeter's he was coaching and that I would be sailing with.
There were three (3) of us. We all sailed together the entire week and had
a great time hanging out.
The first day of sailing was Tuesday. We started about 11:00 AM. It was
windy (15 knots) and pretty cold. The water was cold and I was bundled
up in my new warm weather gear I got from the Zoum Opti Dealer where I
got my boat. Unfortunately on the first day of sailing one of our team, Alex
got a stomach bug and had to return to the dock. On the first day I nearly
flipped but was able to stay upright, something I had trouble doing last
year at Orange Bowl in similar conditions. Progress!
Day 2 was light and variable. The wind went R.I.P. and we poofed away
so the Race Committee put up a Postponement Flag. While we were waiting for wind I got my friend to go over to our Coach Boat and got in the
water. Unfortunately there were a lot of jelly fish and I got stung. We finally
got a race off before the wind died.
Day 3 was really ugly. No wind. We sat for a long time waiting for wind and finally went in. I had been getting
(Continued on page 7)
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practice getting up on the line even though there were a lot of Black Flag starts.
Day 4 was a short day because it was the last day. We did manage to get in two races and in both races I
was right up on the start line. I almost got Black Flagged but they couldn't read my sail number among all the
other boats on the line.
My Grandpa was busy all week calling over Black Flag boats. All in all it was a good time. Not as windy and
cold as last year. I had a great time meeting all the Opti sailors from around the world and the kids from Clearwater that I hung out with who I will see in St. Pete at the Valentine's Day Regatta in February.
The week finally ended and we packed up the boat. We took "Sea Dog" to the Lauderdale Yacht Club where
it will stay until the Boomerang Regatta on January 21-22.

Jayson "JJ" Johnson

Cruising Season Thoughts
It is now the first of the year and time to start/continue preparations for this years up and coming cruises.
This year, barring unforeseen obstacles, I plan to spend time in the Abacos. Toward that end, I have been getting the boat ready, reading up on the Abacos, and realizing that even though I have been to the islands on
many occasions there are things not in either the books or my previous experiences, which I need know; by the
way, I recommend all cruising boats on their way to the Abacos carry the current copy of “The Cruising Guide
to Abaco Bahamas” by Steve Dodge available for $24.95 at Amazon.com, West Marine, and other book sellers.
As I thought about things I didn’t know (and there are many), I decided that there are three major areas of
which I really needed to have a better understanding. They are: a Cruising Medical issues, Navigational tips on
getting to and from Abaco, and Island etiquette.
I have talked with several of our club’s cruising members, who agreed to write articles on these topics. We
plan to cover one of these topics each month over the next three months.

Ross Herbert
Did You Know?...
Loggerhead – An iron ball attached to a long handle, used for driving caulking into seams and
(occasionally) in a fight. Hence: 'at loggerheads'.
A magician was working on a cruise ship in the Caribbean. The audience would be different each
week, so the magician allowed himself to do the same tricks over and over again. There was only
one problem: The captain's parrot saw the shows each week and began to understand how the
magician did every trick. Once he understood he started shouting in the middle of the show:
"Look, it's not the same hat."
"Look, he is hiding the flowers under the table."
"Hey, why are all the cards the Ace of Spades ?"
The magician was furious but couldn't do anything; it was, after all, the captain's parrot.
One day the ship had an accident and sank. The magician found himself adrift on a piece of wood in the
middle of the ocean with the parrot, of course. They stared at each other with hate, but did not utter a
word. This went on for a day, then another, and another.
After a week the parrot said: "OK, I give up. What’d you do with the ship?"
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Mid-January-February 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Art
group
10am

Bar Opens at 2PM

22

23

Bar Opens at 2PM

24

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

25

26

Art
group
10am

Rum Race

27

28

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

80’s Party

Club Championship
29

30

Bar Opens at 2PM

31
Art
group
10am

Feb 1

2

Annual
Meeting

3

4

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

CPR Course

Club Championship

5

6

Bar Opens at 2PM

Souper Bowl Party

13

20

Bar Opens at 2PM

Bar Opens at 2PM

8

14

15

21

22

Art
group
10am

Laser Masters
Rum Race
26

9

27

28
Art
group
10am

10

11

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Art
group
10am

Bar Opens at 2PM

19

8

Art
group
10am

Rum Race

12

7

29

16

17

Laser Masters

Laser Masters

18

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Laser Masters

23
Gardening
Maintenance
Day
08:30 AM

24

25

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Commodore’s Ball

March 1

2

3

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00
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Membership
Happy New Year!!
I am very pleased to announce that we have three new memberships.
Karl Krahmer has been accepted as a Resident Member. Welcome, Karl
Rick Doran has been accepted as a Resident Member. Welcome Rick and Noriko
Jeanne Duce has been accepted as a Corinthian Member. Welcome, Jeanne
I am happy to announce that we have a Nomination for Membership.
Stanley Johnson has been nominated for resident membership by Jack and Jacki Leahy.
Stanley, who goes by Sandy, (with a Y) and his wife Sandi (with an I) spent most of their lives in the aviation
industry. Sandy was born in Madison, WI and attended Univ of Wisconsin and the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
Institute. He was a pilot for American Airlines and has made 400 plus crossings of the North Atlantic. In 1978
he started a Marine Electronics business and ran it with his partner until 1998. He was a member of Waukegan
Yacht Club from 1968 to 1998. Sandy is a certified marine surveyor (not practicing) as well as a certified arson
inspector (not practicing) with the International Assoc of Marine Inspectors. He is also ABYC (The American
Boat & Yacht Council) standards certified. He is now the owner of "Blazer DTG", a specialty Tee shirt company
that prints direct to the garment thus eliminating the silk screen process. http://www.blazerdtg.com/.
Sandy has a USCG 100 ton Masters License and has moved multiple yachts between the great lakes and
Fla. He raced the Chicago to Mackinac race seven times as a crew member and grew up racing X boats and E
scows.
His wife Sandi co-owned and managed several aircraft dealerships in Florida. She was born in St Petersburg
but spent much of her early life in Fort Lauderdale. She's a graduate of FIT in Psychology.
Welcome Sandy and Sandi.
Chuck Noles has been reinstated as a Resident member.
In the spring when the membership dues bills go out for the new year is when we have the biggest loss of
members. This is when we need to put forth an extra effort to bring in new members. Think about who you
could bring into the club. Let's get the membership rolls increased in 2012.
Current membership:
Resident = 157, Non-Resident = 16, Corinthian = 21, Honorary = 10

John Martin / Membership Director
On Monday, Dec 19th we had a wood splitting and stacking party. The splitting part was at my house where I
had a lightning struck oak tree taken down in September. The stacking part was at the club. Most of the wood
was stacked on a new platform donated by Commodore Lambert after it had done duty at his house as a walkway to his dock. John MacNeil, and Hasty Miller assisted in moving it to the club. It's 20' long 18" wide and
made with 2" x 8"s, so it's heavy.
Page arrived with the splitter at my house. At 9:30 AM he, Jack Leahy and I started splitting the oak. Before
long others showed up to help. Bob Gauthier, Bob Boska and Harry Stapor helped with the splitting and stacking and brought their trucks to haul the wood to the club. (See picture on page 8). Helping to split, load, unload
and stack were Art Crocker, Larry Etheridge, Jim Henry and Jim Lacy. After lunch Page, Jack & I went back to
my house and continued splitting. We worked until 4:30 PM, when Page had to take the splitter back. After
Page left, Jack and I went to the club with a load of wood in his van. Chris Salmon was at the club (right place,
wrong time?) and helped unload the van and stack the wood.
There is still more wood to split at my house and at the club. There will be another wood splitting "party" but it
won't be for a while. We have plenty of wood to burn. Now they're predicting a warmer winter. Oh, well. Take a
look at the piles of wood by the barbecue pit the next time your at the Cub.
Thanks to everyone that helped. - John Martin
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Docks
It's been an interesting year, which got easier as we advanced through the months. Boat
movement got tricky at times, what with motor boats & long boats & then of course the wide
boats that simply would not fit. Guess I eventually got lucky, because with at least three boats for
sale the new incumbent Dockmaster has a chance to shine and be popular !
Plans for improving the ramp have been passed on to the LRPC. Spending money is always
easy - providing the correct solution is hard. So pressure washing the ramp at low water, and
utilizing the green mats may in fact be a very good interim compromise.
As for the docks, a wonderful team spent numerous hours lifting the decking in various places to achieve a
common level & then without being asked, part of the team addressed some timbers out on the extreme end of
the West Dock, to stabilize the low deck. All through bolts were again checked & next year the pilings will be
reviewed for necking at the water line.
Hurricane season is always a concern, and it was reassuring how many skippers checked out their boats. OK
this year was quiet but on the long windy week of the 'No Name' hurricane, a number of lines had to be retied
to adjust to water level changes and chafing.
As we sail into 2012, please remember that mooring a boat - by any means, for any length of time - to the
West Side of the West dock contravenes the Bottom Lands Lease and can result in a severe fine. To that end I
will provide some signage to warn skippers as they approach.
Who knows what 2012 will bring, but for a short while at least Firefly will be Tacking & Gibing whilst Joan & I
duck & dive around our situation in the USA.

David Lister / Dockmaster

See photos of events on our website: www.melbourneyachtclub.com. Click on the Event Photos link. Thanks to Ross Herbert, Club
Historian, for posting them. Find the complete MYC Calendar on our website, too.
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Bulletin Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks,
Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including member payment personal checks, so
bookkeeping errors can be kept to a minimum.
ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

MYC Club Championships
28-29 January

80’s Party
January 28

Annual Meeting
1 February

Souper Bowl Party
5 February

Laser Master’s
16-19 February

Commodore’s Ball
25 February
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