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Irish Wake for Rainbow Chaser
Details on Pg 9
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Commodore’s Log
The Melbourne Yacht Club is more than holding our own membership-wise, which is an indication of the strength of the club in these
tough economic times. We are in much better shape than several of
the other clubs in this area. Spread the word. Some of the most effective recruiting comes from within our membership.
The Seafood Raft Up was a success. Eighty people on 18 boats enjoyed fish dip/crackers, shrimp, potato
salad, and cole slaw for only $10 per person. We made all of $0.54. How is that for cutting it close? Thanks
much to Marion Terry and Joanne Abowitt who did an outstanding job of anchor boat; they did not move an
inch! We rafted north of the causeway and enjoyed calm seas. Many thanks to Page, Rachele & Jerry,
Wendy, and Jackie for much help in planning and putting things together, and to Hasty who shared his library
of history which was much appreciated.
We are getting some quotes on annex renovations to assess and put together a plan. Once the board comes to
agreement, we will inform the general membership of our plans.
Planning for the MYC/PCYC ocean racing on 13-14 October is proceeding well. A Notice of Race and flyer will
be out by the end of August.
Congratulations to Marlene Sassaman for her cruise to Bermuda and returning single handed. No one at the
general membership meeting could recall a woman solo-sailing a longer distance, so it appears Marlene has
established a new MYC record.
Our bylaws are seriously out dated in many areas. The board is putting together suggested revisions, and once
we have agreement within the board, we will come up with a plan to present to the general membership for approval. We envision breaking voting into portions of the bylaws, so we can get agreement on areas of general
approval, and address those that may be cause for discussion.

Del Wiese / Commodore

House
The House has been doing well for another month with no problems
to report. We do have some changes on the upper gate. Bob
Hughes has installed a new timer to keep the gate open for longer
periods of time. Open the gate and pick the amount of time the gate
needs to be open for by pressing the HOLD button once for each
hour to keep the gate open up 1, 2, 4, or 8 hours. To cancel an open gate, press the HOLD
button (the Hold light shouldn’t be lit after pressing the HOLD button). Also remember to keep the gate closed
when no one is securing the property. Please do not use a bucket over the photo eye to keep the gate open.
We have contractors coming in giving us suggestions on carpet and flooring. The decorating committee
should have a direction to go with in about month. Another project that has been on the books is refinishing
the back deck. We plan on tackling this project in the fall with John Tworkowski taking the lead. An email
will be sent out before we do this so everyone is prepared.

Just a reminder about door and gate codes. Please do not give out these codes to your guests! If
you have a licensed contractor we have a special code for them and you may contact me for that
code. Outside bathroom code for guests is 2727 and may be given out. Please understand this is for
the security of our club.
Page Proffitt / Vice Commodore
Nautical Ponder-able:
Sea battles never decide who's right, only who's left!
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Entertainment
The Seafood Raft Up was phenomenal. I received many comments on how well it was organized and how much everyone enjoyed the food. Quite a few people commented that they liked
picking up the food for their boats at the club versus waiting on a food boat. The fish dip and
shrimp were a huge hit. We served 80 meals and had 19 boats rafted up.
A HUGE thank you to Commodore, Del Wiese, for an outstanding job in organizing and planning this event. The food was fabulous and the raft up was executed flawlessly. Thank you, Hasty, for your
guidance and suggestions on what worked in the past and what did not. Many, many thanks to all that helped
make this event happen. In particular, we all would like to thank Page Proffitt, Jerry & Rachele Ross and
Wendy Hughes for assisting with the purchasing and packaging of our meals. Del’s labeling system made the
task of packing the food containers by boat a breeze. Thank you, Ross, for the fantastic photos. They turned
out great and are a good reflection of the fun we all had. Finally, a big THANK YOU to Ed & Karen Golitko for
ferrying many of us from MYC to the raft up and taking Ross around the raft up so that he could take those
great photos!

Jacqueline Cope / Entertainment Director

Docks
Docks had an awesome Maintenance party on July 17th!
I would like to thank Jack Clark, Carl Doughty, Larry Etheridge, and Jerry Ross for their
help. We screwed down many loose boards and added preventative screws to some boards to
ensure they will not get loose in the near-future. The docks are now so firmly tied together that
everything should float away in mass during the next Hurricane!
Docks is also working on a few minor electrical issues, and there will be a future work party to replace some
aging boards.
The docks are in good shape otherwise. Fair Winds!

Lean Williams/Dockmaster

Behind the Bar
On Friday, August 17th, we will have Cheeseburgers in Paradise. Yep, mouth watering Cheeseburgers cooked on an open grill. There will be live music to which you can listen and dance.
There will be live entertainers, who will be singing Jimmy Buffet and many other island tunes.
One beer with the purchase of a Cheeseburger and two sides is just $6.00.
On Saturday, August 18th, there will be an Irish Wake for S/V Rainbow Chaser, here at MYC. Budweiser beer is
free, and a very special drink, Sea of Abaco, will be served at this gathering, again free. Bring your stories
about your experiences with Jack and Jacki on their boat and share them over a few drinks. Heck, by the end
of the night, you probably could make up a story, and it could get very entertaining. The Leahys are passionate
people, and Rainbow Chaser was a big part of their life. Share with them your time and memories. They will do
the same and we will remember . . . Look for some really good drink specials in August, because it is HOT!!!

Christopher Salmon / Bar Director
Did You Know ??
Son of a gun – The space between the guns was used as a semi-private place for trysts with prostitutes and wives, which sometimes led to birth of children with disputed parentage. Another claim is
that the origin of the term resulted from firing a ship's guns to hasten a difficult birth.
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Fleet
The Dragon Point series awards and burn-its in July were a delicious end to
the winter/spring racing series and a kick off for the summer/fall racing series.
The only thing MYC members like as much as sailing seems to be eating!
Check out the complete results on the sail-race.com website.
Then on the 28th, 11 teams gathered near the dragon for the Double Handed race- six “racers”
and five “cruisers”, although from the committee boat it looked like everyone was racing pretty hard. The
weather prediction was for seven knots and dropping – luckily the weatherman was wrong again and we had a
lovely 10-12 knots with the usual shiftiness. By the time the afternoon thunderstorm came in, everyone was
safely back at their dock. Among the “cruisers”, Sleighride was first, Chasing Rainbows second and Free Ride
slid in for third –good job Jerry, Del and Steve! The “racers” included four of the J/24 fleet, as well as Epic and
Skimmer. In the end, J Mouse took first, Epic was second and Skimmer, third; great racing Jim H., Dave and
Hasty, and everyone else!
Upcoming events: Blue Moon Regatta on September 1st, the 34th Annual Mermaid Regatta on September 2930, the Ocean Race on October 13-14 with the Fall Regatta immediately following. The River Challenge Fun
Race and Burn-it have been moved to November 24th – yes, two days after Thanksgiving. Bring the family and
all the leftovers you want to get rid of, er, want to share with your friends! Check out the website and calendar
for full details.
In the coming weeks, you will see several types of safety mats on the ramp for everyone to try. We will be soliciting feedback before we make a commitment to one solution. Just be safe and put out a mat or carpet before
launching a small boat.
And speaking of small boats, the role of Wet Sunday race committee will be rotating through the racers, so let
me know which Sunday you would like to be on the R/C boat. It will be posted on the MYC event calendar. The
more experienced people are partnering with less experienced, and we have “how to” info on the boats as well
as making the experience easier in other ways to help the newbie’s grow into seasoned R/C.
And lastly, we have many new members and potential members that would like to sail in Rum Races. If you
have room, need crew or would like to sail, put your name on the “crew wanted” white board in the bar, look in
the “crew wanted” section of the sail-race.com website, or contact me and I’ll help make arrangements. And let
me know if you are going to be a “spectator” boat. Let’s not leave any sailors or potential sailors on the dock!

Lynde Edwards / Rear Commodore—Fleet Captain

Sailing Education
The second session of the youth sailing class finished July 28 with all eight attendees having
learned and demonstrated the fundamental sailing skills covered. This year's youth sailing instruction was only possible with thoughtful class instruction by Matt Wayne, Alex Higgins, and Will
Moore with the dedicated on the water support provided by Simon Koumjian, Jack Clark, Suzanne Dunphy, Heidi Salmon, and Steve Clendenin. Other important behind scenes contributions from Jim
Schaub, Jack Leahy, Jim Henry, Page Proffitt, Eric Stord, Dave Shippee, and Skip Perrin allowed us to be
successful. Thanks to all for your contributions.
The final adult sailing class session will be starting August 30. At this writing there are several openings available for that class.

Gary Briand / Youth & Sailing Education Director
Yo ho, yo, yo - A ship carrying a cargo of yo-yos, bound for San Francisco from Hong
Kong, was hit by a typhoon and sank twenty-three times.
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Membership
I'm delighted to announce that we have five new memberships.
The following people have been accepted as Resident members. Margaret & Jim Knepper,
Rebecca Crawford, David & Nancy Keane, Ed & Karen Golitko, and Jim & Michelle Gadient. Welcome new members.
We have two nominations for membership.
Gariella Gruber has been nominated for Resident Membership by Jim Lacy.
Gabriella was born in the Netherlands, and immigrated to the US in 1969. While living in the Washington, DC
area in 1976, she took sailing instruction at the Annapolis Sailing School, but couldn't stay involved then. After
retiring from Delta Air Lines, she remembered watching our regattas at Ballard Park. Her wish now is to join
MYC, and learn more about sailing. She has boated on the Indian River Lagoon before when she owned a Key
Largo 19 like the club's. Who knows, it might be the club's now.
She is also involved in sewing as a member of the Seaside Piecemakers Quilt Guild, and plays golf, so should
fit right into MYC. Welcome, Gabriella
Curtis Bell has been nominated for Corinthian Membership by Suzanne Dunphy.
Curtis is from Bath, England, and is working for a year in Cocoa at the BCC Solar Energy Center. He sailed
Lasers years ago and has done some yacht racing. While in America, he'd like to do more yacht racing, and
keep his sailing skills up.
Curtis is impressed that the people at MYC are very friendly and is looking forward to sailing here. Welcome,
Curtis.
Dave Levinthal has been reinstated as a Resident Member. Welcome back, Dave.
Our current membership stands at:
Resident - 159 Non-resident - 18 Corinthian - 17 Honorary - 12

Jim Lacy / Membership Director

Sea Owl is home from the Chesapeake
After a 77 day, a little over 2500 NM journey via the ICW,
around the Chesapeake Bay and back, Mike & Paty Henry’s
trawler Sea Owl has returned to her home port in Eau Gallie.
We spent about 11 weeks exploring the Bay, visiting friends
and family, as well as many villages on both the western and
eastern shores, crisscrossing to the Bay islands; each had
historical buildings, monuments and museums to explore.
The ICW, is appealing both going and coming, also provides
interesting and beautiful ports. Paty's favorites were St.
Michaels, Maryland, Georgetown and Beaufort, SC. I really
appreciated the Mariners Museum which houses recovered
parts of the Ironclad Monitor in Newport News, and the raw
bay oysters teamed with great brews.
The weather was mostly favorable, sometimes windy/rainy,
and the Chesapeake can kick when it wants! During our cruise on the Bay we were graciously hosted for several weather days by MYC members Will & Nancy Garvey at Dividing Creek near Kilmarnock, VA, and Jack &
Marty Bibb on the Rappahannock River (The Rivah) near Urbana, VA Thanks again, Will, Nancy, Jack and
Marty for your generous hospitality and assistance in checking off one more entry on Mike’s bucket list!
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Mid August—September 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
Wake for Rainbow
Chaser

Art
group
10am

Small Boats

Bar Opens at 2PM

19

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00
Cheeseburger Party

Rum Race
20

21

22

23

Art
group
10am

26

27

28
Art
group
10am

24

25

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

295

30

31

Sept 1

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Small Boats

Bar Opens at 2PM

2

9

3

10

Small Boats

Bar Opens at 2PM

16

4
Art
group
10am

11
Art
group
10am

5

6

General
Membership
Meeting
12

Rum Race

Blue Moon Regatta

7

8

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

13

14
TGIF

15

Bar opens at 5:00

Rum Race
17

18
Art
group
10am

19

20

21

22

Talk like a Pirate
23
Small Boats
Bar Opens at
2PM

30
Mermaid
Regatta
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24

25
Art
group
10am

26

27

28
TGIF

29
Mermaid Regatta

Bar opens at 5:00

Rum Race
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Once in a Blue Moon—MYC Blue Moon Regatta
I trust you have the date saved and your racing calenders marked for this years only nighttime regatta at
MYC. On September 1st we will be racing under the glow of a rare Blue Moon. This regatta is all about having fun, sailing at night under the full moon and participation by any and all MYC members and member boats. This is a great opportunity for the cruising sailors amongst us as well as the racing fleet to sail in this
event.
Schedule of events is:
Saturday, September 1, 2012
Registration and Refreshments at MYC:

18:00-19:15

Competitors Meeting:

19:30

First Warning:

21:00

Awards, Refreshments, Fellowship:

23:00 (approx.)

The NOR is posted, the SI's are complete and the Lunar forces are with us. Only thing missing is you. Find a
boat to crew on or get your vessel off the dock for this years special Blue Moon Regatta. All race marks will
have a light on it and again the emphasis is on having a good time and safe sailing.
Call or e-mail me any questions or comments you may have.
Life is right when you're sailing at night!

Patrick Lambert/Regatta Chairman

In honor of the Summer Olympic games, the ship's cook served the crew Olympic-logo shaped
Onion Rings
With eager anticipation, the crew started eating them. Within seconds they all spit them out,
loudly exclaiming "These are horrible!"
From the galley, the cook responded "Of course! They come from Ancient Grease."
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Bulletin Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks,
Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also, please include
your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping errors can be
kept to a minimum.
ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

Banana River Sail and Power Squadron has a lot of courses and other
events going on. www.brsps.org
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of
the Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

Cheeseburger Party
17 August

Wake for Rainbow Chaser
18 August

Blue Moon Regatta
1 September

MYC General Meeting
5 September

Talk like a Pirate Party
21 September

Mermaid Regatta
29-30 September
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