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Commodore’s Log
Roy Owen passed away 2 September. Harry Stapor paid tribute to
Roy at happy hour on 7 September by reading a song he and Jack
Bibb composed many years ago regarding Roy. See page 5 for
details. Thanks Harry!
Annex upgrades are proceeding slower that we’d like, working to get
some estimates for budgetary planning and experiencing delays. We will persevere until we get the data we
need to make the appropriate decisions.
We are looking at installing a weather station in the river with a wifi link to the clubhouse. Approvals from the
City of Melbourne and FDEP are required and these will take time. I plan to bring the decision to the board before proceeding to request the approvals. The weather station would enable us to see the exact wind speed
and direction out on the river which would be useful for sailing classes, Rum Races, and possibly other uses.
The board members have given me input on possible bylaw and policy revisions. I thought it would be easier to
combine multiple inputs but I am demonstrating my ineptness with word processing. I expect this process will
take some time, first to get agreement within the board, then to get general membership comments and subsequent approvals. It may take time but I think it is worth the effort, there are many areas that need updating.
Putting together the Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions for the October ocean races makes me realize
even more the value of our members who are expert at these documents, John Fox and Pat Lambert come to
mind, and I am surely remiss for not recalling others. It has been an education for me and I truly appreciate the
help that John and Jim & Lynde Edwards have provided in the form of comments and suggestions to improve
the documents. This is a good example of the strengths in this club regarding race management expertise (and
I am not including myself!).
There are lots of things in process that are being led by your board members, much of which you will see in the
various officer reports. There are other things, LRPC and Digital Data Committee for example, that are working
on improvements and reports that will be provided to the general membership when appropriate. This continues to be an active year for your club leadership. Many thanks to an excellent board!!

Del Wiese / Commodore

House
We have had a great month for the club in September. The Tire
Store is getting worked on and cleaned up. A new gate to the rear
trailer storage area should be in place by the time this is in print.
For those of you that have property at the club, boats on trailers, dinghy in the pram rack, and trailers, please get them marked with your
name. There is white tape in the Tire Store and a Sharpie to let us know whose boats are sitting in storage.
Starting this month, we have the Mermaid Regatta closely followed by the Fall Regatta Week in October. In
preparation for the regattas, we have planned a workday on Saturday, September 22nd. Please come by to
help get the club in shape for fall. We all need to pitch in to make the club work.

As fall rolls in and the weather cools off, we will be seeing some larger projects coming up. I will
keep you informed as things get started.
Page Proffitt / Vice Commodore
The lonely bachelor wrote to a dating service explaining that he had specific criteria for a potential mate and would
not accept anyone who fell below his standards. He went on to explain that the candidate should be one who was
cute and short, who enjoys water sports, is a team player and who enjoys group activities.
He received an envelope the following week. In it was a picture of a penguin.
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Entertainment
On August 18th Jack and I hosted an Irish Wake for S/V Rainbow Chaser. Over 100 people
came to celebrate her good times with pictures and stories. No one who was there will ever
forget the Irish Bard, the Good Fairy and the Leprechaun! Jack & I want to thank everyone
who participated as well as all the people who sent cards & letters. Oh, by the way, when people who saw the wonderful picture the Melfis shot of Rainbow Chaser in the arch of a rainbow, many of them wanted to know why we were anchored and not looking for the Pot of Gold. Jack reminds
everyone that “When we Irish have something important to do, we always stop for a wee dram first.”
Thanks everyone.
Jacki Leahy
Upcoming Event:
Talk Like A Pirate! Friday, September 21st. Starts at 6 PM. Bring a dish to share and be prepared to dance to
the Pirate Tunes of Lonnie and Daniella.

Jacqueline Cope / Entertainment Director

Docks
Hello all! Summer time is winding down. So far, we have avoided bad weather! The docks are
in good shape heading into Fall Regatta season.
I would like to review T-Dock usage as many members will avail themselves of the club facilities
during the regattas.
No more reservations required. T-docks are available to all members at all times. We are placing signs on
the end of the docks to remind people that rafting up is normal during heavy use periods and we will move
boats as necessary to get as many boats accommodated as possible.
Let's all use common sense and courtesy and share the great facilities we have at MYC.

Lean Williams/Dockmaster

Behind the Bar
This month we are looking forward to the much anticipated Talk like a Pirate Party. If you have
not attended this event, you have not experienced the Melbourne Yacht Club in its truest spirit
of fun and adventure.
Drink specials this month will be themed around the Pirate in all of us.
I look forward to seeing you down at the club.

Christopher Salmon / Bar Director

Sailing Education
The second session of MYC adult sailing class began August 30 with one member and nine
non-members in attendance.
Please consider volunteering to support on the water activities in this year’s last series of
classes scheduled to complete October 6.
During the month of September, we will be assessing the small boats for needed repairs, beginning with the
420s. As always let us know of any functional issues with the boats.

Gary Briand / Youth & Sailing Education Director
September 2012
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Fleet
The maintenance on the Key Largo and Skiff is just about complete. We have
learned a few things that we can do to help maintain them better, extending
their lives well into the future. There are operating instructions on the dash of
the Key Largo and we will find a way to post information on the stern of the
skiff as well.
Pat Lambert’s 2nd annual Full Moon Regatta took on an added element by being during a “Blue” moon this
year. He and the sailors that were there swear it really was blue! After a heated battle, the fleet retired to the
club bar as the blue moon started its decent. For gory details read Pat’s article in this issue.
The Mermaid Regatta is coming up on Sept. 29th-30th. If you are not sailing, get involved, it’s always fun! The
Fall Regatta Race week follows on Oct. 20-28, with the adult pram races & pot luck, and the Yankee Rebel
Rally in between two weekends of racing. The flyers, NORs, and registration are on the website.
Our club travelers are having a good summer. Phil Scalise took first in the Howard Fuller Memorial Race on
July 14-15 at Watch Hill Yacht Club in the Cruising Canvas Class. He also won the Turnbull Bowl for having the
best overall corrected time.
Paul Anstey and his crew have been campaigning J-Peas (J/24) all over the place this year; most recently to
the US National Championship in Dillion, CO in June and the District 7 Regatta in Oswego, NY where they
were in 2nd place after the first day of racing. They ultimately took a 9th out of 26 tough competitors. They are
now in Rochester, NY for the Worlds, which start on Sept 13th. After that it’s on to the East Coast Championship in Annapolis and the North Americans in Jacksonville. Let’s wish them good luck and follow their exploits.
Thanks to Rose Mantle, we have been advertising our Rum Races at FIT to find other sailors in the area that
don’t know about MYC. It’s working, and many of you are taking out our visitors on Rum Races, expanding our
potential crew pool, getting more people on the water and finding potential club members. Thanks to all of you!
And remember to check the white board before Rum Races and invite a new friend aboard.

Lynde Edwards / Rear Commodore—Fleet Captain

Membership
During this month membership at MYC continues to grow. Please welcome Gabriella Gruber as
a Resident member and Curtis Bell as a Corinthian member. Pat Brown, who has taken the
sailing class for adults and sailed in the Femme Fatale regatta among other events, has applied
for membership. There are a bunch of folks interested in the club who have been in for a visit or
event and I trust some of them will join in the near future. With the help of Gary Briand, Director
of Sailing Education, I’ve reached out to the new adult class and have invited all of them to visit
the club when we’re at our best, Happy Hour on Fridays. The response from the sailing class participants has
been very positive. Some will be here this Friday evening, so if you see a new face please say hello. I would
encourage all of you to look around and talk with some folks you don’t know all that well. We have many new
members so introduce yourself to someone you haven’t met yet.
On a sad note Ray Owen, Honorary member, has passed away.
Resident 160 Corinthian 18 Non resident 18 Honorary 11

Jim Lacy / Membership Director
It was the worst rainstorm of the century. Half of the valley was gone. Agitated, a man called an already overworked Flood Hot Line worker.
"Help me, I'm standing in two feet of water!" The Hot Line worker said," I'm sorry sir but two feet of water does
not constitute a flood emergency around here."
"Well it does around here", yelled the man, " I'm calling from the fourth floor!"
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Roy Owen (excerpted from a letter by P/C Harry Stapor to P/C Ed Roberts)
...Tonight at TGIF, I gave a reading of the Ode to Roy Owen that Jack Bibb and I collaborated (conspired?) on back in the Summer of 1988 while on a "Bahamas Cruise".
As you may recall, your son, Butch, was crewing for me during the first half of the voyage and he had a tape with Jim Crochee's song Rapid Roy, That Stock Car Boy.
Well Jack and I commenced our efforts to compose an appropriate parody of that
song honoring our mutual friend -- knowing full well that our first task was to alter the
words "Rapid Roy", because there was just nothing about his personality or demeanor
that could be characterized as "Rapid".
When we had finally completed our task, we performed it for Roy, who upon hearing it
offered the following response in his own modest style."You know you are revered and
loved when the natives in the hills compose ballads to sing your praises!”

Roy Owen
1928—2012

Here is the song:

Decadent Roy (That Yacht Club Boy)
(Sung to the tune of “Rapid Roy, that Stock Car Boy” by Jim Croce)

Chorus:
Oh, Decadent Roy, that Yacht Club Boy, he’s too much to believe.
You know he’s always got an extra pack of Grey Poupon in his ascot or blazer sleeve.
He got a tattoo on his arm say “Jettie”, he got another one just say “Me”,
And you ought to hear ‘em screamin’ ‘bout that Indian River Demon
In his big ol’ Hunter Thirty Three.
Oh, Decadent Roy, that Yacht Club Boy, he’s the best sailor ever “drove”.
Say he learnt ‘bout sailboats up in Georgia land, where the alcohol weren’t wasted on the stove.
He know ‘bout Port and Starboard, he know ‘bout Fore and Aft,
And he’s ready with a grin, ‘cause he knows the fun begins
When he queues up Sparrow for to raft.
Chorus
Oh, Decadent Roy, that Yacht Club Boy, he be opulent to the max.
He got wineglasses stored in the galley, for emergencies on caviar he snacks
Lke a grit in a pearl he is cultured, and just polite as he can be,
That any time of day when he meet you he will say
“I’m so happy for you to see me”.
Chorus
Oh, Decadent Roy, that Yacht Club Boy, he the slowest talker in the land.
If he comes ‘round to visit while you’re working, you can kiss goodbye to all your plans.
He got a tale for every project, and’ a story ‘bout every tool,
An’ he stand just outta reach, when he lecture and he preach,
‘Cause his Momma didn’t raise no fool.
Oh, Decadent Roy, that Yacht Club Boy, he’s too much to believe.
You know he’s always got an extra pack of Grey Poupon in his ascot or blazer sleeve.
He got a tattoo on his arm say “Jettie”, he got another one just say “Me”,
An’ every Sunday Evenin’ he’s that Indian River Demon,
In his big ol’ Hunter Thirty Three.
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Mid September—October 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Small Boats

Art
group
10am

Bar Opens at 2pm

P/C Baker

16

17

18
Art
group
10am

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00pm

Rum Race
19

20

21
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00pm
Talk Like a Pirate
P/C Williams

23

24

25
Art
group
10am

26

27

Small Boats

7

P/C Yates
OCT
1

8
Columbus Day

Small Boats

Bar Opens at 2pm

14

2
Art
group
10am

9
Art
group
10am

3
General
Membership
Meeting
6:30pm

10

4
Adult Sailing
Class
Session 2

16
Art
group
10am

29
Mermaid Regatta

Rum Race
P/C Bibb
5

6
Adult Sailing Class
Session 2

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00pm

11

12
TGIF

13

Bar opens at 5:00pm

Rum Race

P/C Henry
15

28
TGIF

Fall Club Workday

Bar opens at 5:00pm

Bar Opens at 2pm

30
Mermaid
Regatta

22

17

18

19

20
MYC Fall Regatta
Small boats

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00pm

21
Small Boats
Bar Opens at
2pm

28
Big Boats

8

22

23
Art
group
10am

24

25

26
TGIF

27
MYC Fall Regatta
Big Boats

Bar opens at 5:00pm

Yankee Rebel
Rally
Club Pram
Races
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In Memory Of Rainbow Chaser. Jacki and Jack Leahy, Rachele Ross and Ross Herbert.
Rainbow Chaser, we remember her. At the rising of the sun and at its going down, we remember her. At the
blowing of the wind and the cooling of winter, we remember her. At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth
of spring, we remember her. At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer, we remember her.
At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn, we remember her. At the beginning of the year and
when it ends, we remember her.

Blue Moon Regatta

September 2012
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Bulletin Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks,
Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also, please include
your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping errors can be
kept to a minimum.
ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

Banana River Sail and Power Squadron has a lot of courses and other
events going on. www.brsps.org
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MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

Talk like a Pirate Party
21 September

Mermaid Regatta
29-30 September
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