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Commodore’s Log
And another great month at the Club! We had a couple of
wonderful events with the St. Patrick's Day TGIF and Low Country
Boil and Dance. Not to mention the White’s dine in, which was
well attended. We also hosted an event with the Chamber of
Commerce, need to maintain that civic pride!
As I mentioned last month, communication is the key to success for any organization, and this
Club is no different. With that said I can start this month’s communication by making sure all Members are
aware of the most recent bylaw changes. Of course, a couple of months back we voted and passed a Dues
and Dock increase; you can see the details in the December Tell-Tale. This month we revisited the section
that did not pass, a section that will permit the payment of Dues and Initiation Fee on a payment schedule.
This month, we reworded the change and it passed, so for the details on this Bylaws change see February’s
Tell-Tale. Anyone interested in using this option needs to contact the Treasurer.
So, not to harp on this, but the final element in communications is feedback, and we want to hear your
thoughts, concerns and anything else; we work for you. Of course you can just talk to us when you see us, or
you can send us your thoughts using the Message link on our Website under the “Find Us” section. And I’ll
mention once again, the suggestion box is just waiting to be fed something to give to the Board. Let us know
your thoughts!
On the same final note, we’re a great club, and the best way for YOU to help keep it that way, is to come on
down and participate!!!! See you there!

Eric Stord / Commodore

House
Hello MYC members. I have heard from some of the members that
they will continue to support the garden committee as they did last
year. I look forward to having them continue their work on the
grounds around the club house. Thanks goes out to Jim Gibson
for installing two new door stops on the deck doors so we will no
longer ding the club house siding. We have been having some problems with the gate being
disabled due to different events happening to it. All members need to be more aware when
driving through the gate, please.
There is still a “TO DO LIST” posted on the cork board in the club house. You don’t need permission to take on
a task you think you’re suited for. So take a look at the list, there may be something that’s right up your alley! It
was noted that several tasks have already been completed by conscientious club members, and a big THANK
YOU goes out to them!
Let us know your thoughts in person, by email or by using the Club’s Suggestion Box. By email you can use
our web interface at Melbourneyachtclub.com or SailMYC.com, in the Find Us section, sending them to Vice
Commodore. Or you can share your thoughts in person, by coming to the monthly House Committee meeting
held every month, (this month April 27) around 5:45ish on the Wednesday before the General Membership
meeting. It will be posted on the TELL-TALE calendar each month. Everyone is always welcome.

Lloyd Millar / House Vice Commodore
The worst things crew or passengers can say toa sailboat’s captain:
Dad, where's the fire extinguisher? Or
Those crab traps are way faster than we are.
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Fleet
We have an exciting month of racing in front of us. We will kick
things off with the 2016 Small Boat Spring Regatta during the
weekend of April 16-17. It looks like we will have an excellent
number of boats participating with several boats coming from
outside of Brevard County. It should be a great weekend of racing.
We will follow that up with the 2016 Big Boat Spring Regatta the next weekend (April 23-24).
The racing will consist of a series of short races for the one design big boats and a couple of endurance races
for the PHRF fleet boats. We will also have a cruiser fleet that will do a distance race on Saturday.
The Winter Series Rum races completed a few weeks ago. We had some very competitive racing during the
series (isn’t it great that we live in Florida and can race in relative comfort throughout the winter…?).
Congratulations to the winners of the Winter Series. They were:



Racers: 1st – Dave Noble, 2nd – Dave Nesbitt, 3rd – Chris Gates
Cruisers: 1st – Pat Lambert, 2nd – Jim/Amy Lacy, 3rd – Jack Clark

The Spring Series Rum races have started and they are now on Friday evenings. We had the first race on April
8. It was a beautiful evening to be on the water.
Given all of these different racing opportunities, everyone should come out and race in at least one event. If
you decide not to race, please consider helping with the regattas or series races. The more hands we have the
easier it will be. Just send me an email (gkowalski@cfl.rr.com) if interested.

Gregg Kowalski / Fleet Captain Rear Commodore

Special Thanks to the Commodore’s Ball Committee
This year’s Commodore’s Ball was a great celebration of PC Tom Knowlton’s service to the MYC. It did not
happen by chance! For more than the year prior to the Ball, a dedicated group of members were at work to
make the Ball a success. A special thanks needs to be given to the these members; for it was they who donated their time and effort to make the Ball a great event for the membership. So, when you run into the following
members please give them a Hearty Well Done:
Co Chair, Lois Scalise, Co Chair, Eric & Suzanne Stord, Dan & Rosemary Barton, Pat Brown, Pam Crocker, Ross Herbert, Simon Koumjian, Amy & Jim Lacy, Lloyd & Marsh Millar, Nancy Melfi, Dave Noble,
Gail Oliver, Charlotte Parker, Page & Claudia Proffitt, Phil Scalise, and Tim Williams.
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Membership
During the month of March members of our club talked to family and friends alike promoting
the Melbourne Yacht Club. Great job! We have currently five families/couples— two of which
have six people in them— interested in our club.
The best part is that all but one got interested by you as current members talking about the
club. Your enthusiasm talking to family and friends will be a real plus as we add new
members to our club.
Below are our stats for March.
Resignations for March 2016: Wyatt & Lilly Hoover.
Deceased 2015: Honorary Member Dorothy Crowe.
Change from Resident to Non-Resident: Will & Nancy Garvey
Total Numbers:
Resident 139, Non-Resident 28, Corinthian 11, Emeritus 2, Junior Resident 4, Provisional 0, Extended
Provisional 1, Honorary 11 for a Total of 196

Kit Salmon / Membership Director

Dock Notes
With the exception of three (3) longitudinal cross braces at the T-Docks, the piling
replacement work is complete. Special thanks to Jack Clark, our prior Dockmaster who was
the shepherd for all that work.
Thanks to Rick Cope, we conducted a video survey of the underside of the docks, looking at
collars and stringers. Overall, they appear to be in pretty good condition from below with
some exceptions. We’ll be discussing the results and generating an appropriate action plan
to go forward.
The “disused boat” policy is certainly a source of consternation for me but it is one of the responsibilities I
assumed when I accepted the position of Dockmaster. There are a few boats in our harbor that would appear to
fit the description of a “disused” boat and I have been tasked by the Board to identify those boats. Honored
Members who have a boat that is in physical disrepair, would not pass the “Seaworthiness” requirement, or just
no longer make use of their boats know who you are and I would greatly appreciate hearing from you.
As the start of the hurricane season is less than 60 days away, now would be a good time to check all mooring
lines and ensure that they’re in good condition and properly sized for your boat. Also important is to have those
extra lines on-hand in the event that we have to effect storm measures at the docks.
Still waiting on some Honored Members to provide new rental agreements. Please fill one out and drop it in the
Dock mail slot at the club. The form is located here:
http://tinyurl.com/jbla457
Please feel free to email me with any issues/suggestions/recommendations/etc. at:
submarineveteran@gmail.com

Sean Freeman / Dockmaster
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Sailing Education
A small group of young sailors has begun to sail on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. It
started during Spring Break and has
continued as an after school activity. Mostly
they have been running informal races with
some technology added. With an iPhone
and an app called RaceQs on each boat,
the tracks of the boats can be replayed to show tactical and
strategic situations on the racecourse. When fully deployed, it
can be an incredible coaching tool.
Preparations are being made for the Spring regatta. We
expect some 420s from youth sailing programs in Vero Beach
and possibly Ft. Pierce to round out the fleet.
Month long, MYCs youth sailing classes resume on May 7th.
Introduction to sailing classes for first timers will be from
9:00AM-12:00PM and classes for more experienced sailors will run from 1:00PM-4:00PM. New classes begin
each month.
We, also, have eight adults signed up for the spring classes and two for the fall classes.

Eckart Schneider / Sailing Education

Grog Locker
The Bar & Kitchen Committee met on Sunday afternoon April 3rd. The purpose was to discuss
the price of products served at the bar to get them more in line with their costs. The issues were
the draft beer prices and the large cost differences between the new “Kraft” beers and the
general premium beers we sell. Amberbock, Ultra and Bud have an average cost of $1.00 per
glass and the committee recommends that we keep those at the $2.50 price. The Stella and
Florida Lager average cost is almost $2.00 per 16 oz serving and the committee was suggesting
raising the price to either $3.00 or $3.50 with $3.00 being the final recommendation.
The next price inspection was the liquors we sell at the bar. For basic mixed drinks, we decided to set the price
of drinks based on the cost of the alcohol. For the well drinks, any bottle under $16 will use the $3.00 price per
drink. Bottles costing from $16 to $34 will be priced at $3.50 and bottles from $35 to $50 will now be price at
$4.00. Any bottle above $50 will be marked with the cost of a serving and the price will vary depending on its
cost.
Lastly, we discussed specialty drinks that take multiple alcohols. We came to the conclusion there was no way
to set a general price and each drink would have to have its own price.
After a time for the membership to reflect the suggested price increases we plan on a change in mid May to
adopt the new pricing.
If you have any suggestions for the bar please feel free to let me know. We will always try to strive to make
Melbourne Yacht Club the best bar around.
Bar Committee – Jack & Jacki Leahy, John Martin & Gail Oliver, Pam & Art Crocker, Ross Herbert, Pat
Lambert, Tim Williams, Charlotte Parker, Gerry Moores, and Peggy Snead

Page Proffitt / Bar and Kitchen Director
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Entertainment
The Low Country Boil and Dance were very successful. We served 129 dinners, which
exceeded the planning number somewhat – my apologies to the few late comers who found
no shrimp in their dinner. We moved the dinner serving time back to 6 pm when we realized
how many people needed to move thru the line to be able finish their dinners before the
dance instruction started. The late change caused some confusion, but MYC members are
nothing if not adaptable. Heidi Arnold of Dancin’ Dance Studio gave a lesson for 30 or 40
minutes to about 20 people, then Chris and Larry took over as DJs and instructors. My
thanks to all of the volunteers who made this possible, in particular Dean White, who
handled all the shopping and cooking, and to Pamela Crocker and Charlotte Parker, who
arranged the dancing instructor and DJs.
Trying again – Marker 21 on April 30th
The April 2nd Marker 21 party was cancelled due to predicted high winds and electrical storms. Not the best
day for a beach party. But Jerry Ross, who is organizing Marker 21 cruises for us this year, has scheduled
April 30 to try again.
Marker 21 is about 8 miles south, and the island is nearby. So plan your departure accordingly and cruise down
to spend the afternoon with friends. Bring something to throw on the grill, a dish to share, comfy chairs and
something to drink. This is pretty much a do-it-yourself kind of party. You can come back before dark, or anchor
out, have breakfast, and cruise home on Sunday.
So mark your calendar – the rendezvous is at 2 pm on April 30 at the island. Anchor west or south of the island.
Be sure to let Jerry know you’re coming, so he can keep you informed of any changes. Email:
jerryrachele@earthlink.net
Mother’s Day
Mark your calendars! Mother’s Day is May 8th. Come join us for our annual Mother’s Day Brunch. The cost is
$12 for adults and $6 for children age ten and under. The bar will be open at 10:00AM and serving starts at
10:30AM. This is a popular event and has been well attended in the past. Almost always, we see a few families
come with three generations. Brunch will be served with your choice of either a complimentary Champagne
Mimosa or Bloody Mary. This year a corsage will be given to the ladies to wear in honor of their mother.
Our menu will include spiral cut ham, apple cinnamon baked strata with warm syrup, fresh fruit, frittatas,
biscuits and sausage gravy. The reservation deadline is Monday May 2nd. We are limiting the brunch to 75
people, so be sure to make your reservations early. Come enjoy this lovely event with your family and friends.
For reservations contact Peggy Snead at peggysnead@me.com. You may also call and leave a message at
(321) 242-9425.

Patricia Brown / Entertainment Director
Spurling pipe – A pipe that connects to the chain locker, from which the anchor chain emerges
onto the deck at the bow of a ship.
Squat effect—The phenomenon by which a vessel moving quickly through shallow water creates
an area of lowered pressure under its keel that reduces the ship's buoyancy, particularly at the
bow. The reduced buoyancy causes the ship to "squat" lower in the water than would ordinarily be expected,
and thus its effective draught is increased.
Swigging – To take up the last bit of slack on a line such as a halyard, anchor line or dockline by taking a single turn round a cleat and alternately heaving on the rope above and below the cleat while keeping the tension
on the tail.
Swinging the lamp – Telling sea stories. Referring to lamps slung from the deck head which swing while at
sea. Often used to indicate that the story teller is exaggerating.
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Mid-April 2016 – Early-June 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Spring Regatta
Big Boat

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Spring Regatta
Small Boat

24
Spring Regatta
Big Boat

25

27

28

29

30
21

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2PM
May 1
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

2

8

9

Mother’s Day
Brunch

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

3

4

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

General
Membership
Meeting
6:30

10

11

5

17

12

13
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

15
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

16

18

22
Small Boat

23

29
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

30

31

June 1

Memorial
Day

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

General
Membership
Meeting
6:30

19

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am
24

6

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2PM

10

26

20
Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

25

26

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

27

Marker 21 Cruise

7
Dragon Point Coed
Racing

14
Ohio Shoals Ocean
Race

21
Dragon Point
Women’s Racing

28

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

2

3

4

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

Dragon Point Fun
Day
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Bulle n Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks,
Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also, please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping errors
can be kept to a minimum.
ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat US
Memberships.

Tabs and Box Tops Challenge
The Entertainment Committee of MYC is
challenging the membership to fill, fill, and
keep on filling the containers which have
been placed in the bar area.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We, also, need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.
April 2016
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

April 16th-17th
Spring Regatta Small Boat
April 23rd-24th
Spring Regatta Big Boat
April 30th
Marker 21 Cruise
May 8th
Mother’s Day Brunch
May 14th
Ohio Shoals Ocean Race
May 21st
Seafood Raft-up

12

April 2016

