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Time to make your reservations for the

Melbourne Yacht Club
Independence Day Celebration
Monday July 4th, 2016
Menu
BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken, Hot Dogs, BBQ
Beans, Coleslaw,
Macaroni Salad, Brownies & Watermelon.
Bar opens at 4:00 and dinner about 6:00
Cost: $12.00 Adults / $6 under 12
Reservations for dinner by June 27
Maximum of 150 people
Watch fireworks from your boat or the club house.

Brad Helin (321) 544-2242 or
MYCJuly4@gmail.com
I will reply to all reservation requests.

1

Commodore’s Log
May was another wonderful month! All the great weekly events like
Small Boat Sunday and the Rum Race (now on the Friday
schedule) are still going strong. The Bar Director has brought back
the Wednesday lunches, the Entertainment Director is pulling
together additional activities, like Movie night, and there will be
more! So keep your eyes on the horizon (The Club Weekly Email),
so you can participate in these upcoming events.
Last month we had the Mother’s Day brunch and it was a wonderful time, as is it every year. Last month, also,
saw the Seafood raft up. I’ve been to a couple of these and they are always great. Like past years, the food
was wonderful, and not like other years we broke up early due to a funny (maybe “peculiar” would be a better
word) wind shift. Everyone that attended will have their own sea stories to tell for years to come.
In club business, we’ve done a bit of administrative updating to some of the policies. Mainly in the Club House
Rental and Dock Policies, so make sure you keep up to date by looking them over when they become
published.
As always, come on down to the Club and visit with some old friends, and make some new ones. Remember
TGIF is every Friday and it is always a great time, so see you there!
Unfortunately, I have some sad news for those Members who only keep in touch through the Tell Tale. This
past month we have to say farewell to some Members, and family members. Our hearts go out to everyone,
and we wish all the departed Fair Winds and Following Seas.
Past Commodore (1985) and Emeritus Member, Betty Thon passed May 22, 2016.
Honorary Member, Phyllis Harris Passed May 29, 2016.
Family Member: Audrey Heineman passed on May 5, 2016; her husband Edward Heineman passed on April
14, 2016 only a few weeks earlier, and are the parents of Jackie Cope. They were wed five days after Audrey
turned 18 (the time requirement for a marriage License) and passed within a month of each other.

Eric Stord / Commodore

House
The vent hood over the stove in the kitchen has been cleaned and
tagged. House is looking for someone to help clean the gutters on
the club house, please call if you are willing. Monthly maintenance
is still going on. AC filters have been replaced, light bulbs replaced
and other ongoing tasks have been accomplished. (Thanks to
Page P.) On the cork board in the club house, there is still a “TO DO LIST”. If you see
something that needs attention, please take a moment to write it down and pass it on to
House. You don’t need permission to take on a task you think you’re suited to do. So take a look at the list,
there may be something that’s right up your alley! It was noted that several tasks have already been
completed by conscientious club members, and a big THANK YOU goes out to them!
Please let us know your thoughts in person, by email or by using the Club’s Suggestion Box. By email you can
use our web interface at Melbourneyachtclub.com or SailMYC.com, in the Find Us section, sending them to
Vice Commodore. Or you can share your thoughts in person, by coming to the monthly House Committee
meeting held every month, (this month June 29th) around 5:45ish on the Wednesday before the General
Membership meeting. It will be posted on the TELL-TALE calendar each month. Everyone is always welcome.

Lloyd Millar / House Vice Commodore
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Fleet
After our busy April with the two Spring Regatta weekends, we have
moved into our Spring/Summer routine of series racing. We
continue to have excellent turnouts for the rum races (15 – 20 boats
each race, but we always want more folks to come out and race)
and the small boat races. In fact, on May 29th we had six Sunfish
and six Lasers racing. If you are not out participating in these series, come out and join
us. With this many boats coming out to race for both the rum races and small boat races you will find
competition at your racing level.
Where we continue to have challenges is with the Dragon Point races. We continue to have a small turnout
of boats for each event. To help focus on having better races, we decided to cancel the rest of the
Women’s Spring Dragon Point races (May 21st was canceled due to lack of boats, June 25th, July 23rd).
We also canceled the planned June 4th Fun race. We will assess what we can do to grow the racing at
Dragon Point over the next couple of months.
On May 27th, we had a meeting to discuss women’s racing. The goal of the meeting was to look for ways to
increase the number of women & boats participating in women-only racing in general and specifically the
Mermaid Regatta. Minutes are being written and will be distributed shortly. I believe one of the key
comments from the discussion was the thought that we have reached a level of integration with men and
women in our local racing events. When you see who is participating the open regattas, rum races and
small boat races, there is now an excellent mix of men and women participating in the races (crewing and
skippering). This was the goal and we want to continue this growth by highlighting women’s racing and
introducing more women to sailing with events like the Mermaid Regatta and the women’s series. We need
to take this approach as we move forward.
As a side note, and I was not aware of this until this meeting, the Mermaid Regatta is the longest running
women’s only event in the United States. Another impressive fact about the MYC and its members.
Remember to look on sail-race.com to find the schedule of all of the upcoming races and the latest results.
Given all of these different racing opportunities, everyone should come out and race in at least one event
each month. If you decide not to race, please consider helping with the regattas or series races. The more
hands we have the easier it will be. Just send me an email if interested.

Gregg Kowalski / Fleet Captain Rear Commodore

Grog Locker
The bar is doing well with good revenues for the month of May. With the monthly Wednesday
lunch, we were able to make $30 in profit including purchasing extra meatballs and Baked Ziti
that we served at the TGIF after the Rum Race on May 20th.
The bar Keg cooler and the Bottle cooler have been acting up and are in need of some looking
after. Service was done on them at the end of May and everything looks good for now. The Bar
and Kitchen Committee has been doing some regular maintenance on the other equipment at the club and
things are looking good with all the other equipment as well.
The bar will be working with Entertainment for the next couple of months with the Movie Night and the July 4th
celebration. Don’t forget the monthly Wednesday lunches as you get the emails about the menu. You will need
to respond if you wish to come to the lunch to ensure that we have enough food.

Page Proffitt / Bar and Kitchen Director
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Membership
It is true that everyone at Melbourne Yacht Club is a member of the Membership committee.
You could really see it Friday May 27th. Members Lean & Karen Williams had invited a new
couple to go out Sailing. What a great evening sail we had. Back at the dock, Lean asked me
to introduce and show this new couple to the club while he shut his boat down. As we sat
down we were pleasantly greeted by Grant Ball who sat down and began telling memorable
stories with all of us. What makes people want to be part of a group is being recognized and
included in something bigger than themselves. This new couple had a great time. We are all part of
membership because each time we enter the club we have an opportunity to include someone new in our lives.
Sharing our time and interest in one another is what makes all of us want to come back again and again. This
month we have had a lot of new people who were interested in joining the club. The best news this month is
Gary & Mary Briand’s daughter, Alina, is joining June 1st.
As of June 1st Provisional to Permanent Status.
Nicholas & Rachael Mussacchio are Junior Resident
Jerry Dasson and Mary Connor are Resident
Tammy & Mike Durante (Tim, Brendan, Rachel, Joey ) are Resident
Tom & Irene Weber are Resident.
New Junior Resident: Alina Briand
Resigned: Saudi & Wendell Kish and Michael & Kathleen Leahy
(Resident = 138, Non-Resident = 27, Corinthian = 11, Emeritus = 2, Junior Resident = 5, Provisional = 1,
Extended Provisional = 2, Honorary = 11
Total 197

Kit Salmon / Membership Director

Dock Notes
Hasty Miller and Grant Ball have graciously volunteered to build a replacement work
platform for the club.
Hasty Miller also repaired the Dock Carts as the wheels were getting a tad wobbly (to say
the least).
Jack Leahy installed a section of fencing over on the Northeast side of the property to
dissuade people from blocking/cluttering the pathway between our club and the Condo
docks, where a number of members keep their boats. Please be mindful to keep that area clear.
For anyone renting any of the dry storage areas, I updated the web page based on the information available to
me. Please have a look to ensure that it is all correct and advise me if you need to be removed or added in any
of the categories.
Hurricane Season is here. I know I’ve been talking about this for months now so I’m hopeful that you all have
done what’s required to ensure the safety of your boat and those around you. The 2016 Atlantic hurricane
season is expected to be the most active since 2012, according to a forecast released Friday by The Weather
Company, an IBM Business. A total of 14 named storms, eight hurricanes and three major hurricanes are
forecast during the coming season.
A revised/restated version of the Dock Policy will be published in the annual directory and available on-line
shortly.
Please feel free to email me with any issues/suggestions/recommendations/etc. at:
submarineveteran@gmail.com

Sean Freeman / Dockmaster
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Sailing Education
Sailing classes for youth and adults have begun. Five young people, all children or
grandchildren of members, are sailing prams. Justin Tribou, who took pram classes at
Ft. Lauderdale YC this past
winter, has been very helpful
explaining and demonstrating
how to sail the pram. The
twelve students in the adult class started their
class sailing J/24 to get a feel for sailing before
moving to 420s. Many thanks to Tony Godden,
Kyle Smith and Will Moore for providing their
boats. The twelve adult students are the best
group of freshmen we ever had; it helped to
separate husbands and wives. The hardest part
remains to be coordinating the sail setting with
the rudder position and maintaining course.
After-school sailing continues with as many as seven high school-aged participants sailing on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons. We are fortunate to have Bob Ingram, who has coached two high school sailing
programs. Jordi Cabre has also been very instrumental
getting and keeping the kids sailing.
In order to facilitate orderly maintenance of the sails and
blades, that portion of the annex where they are stored has
been cleaned up and organized. Jordi Cabre, Melissa
Tribou, Phil Spletter and myself contributed to the effort.
Last weekend was a busy one for our sailors. It started with
pram classes on Saturday morning. We started the day with
a discussion of the points of sail before going out on the
water to apply what was just discussed. The class
(Alexander, Alyssa, Carter, Justin and Rebecca) all sailed
their boats away from the dock and out into the harbor. Due to light winds, a coaches boat picked them up and
towed them out into the lagoon. Phil had rigged his Sunfish to be able to sail with them and to lead a bit of
follow-the-leader as well as sailing alongside to coach and
demonstrate, especially upwind sailing including keeping
out of the no-go zone. Justin's upwind sailing was his best
to date. Alyssa also sailed upwind well, especially for her
first time. Carter demonstrated comfort in the boat with
easy boat handling. Rebecca and Alexander continue to
work on becoming more comfortable in their boats.
This week our high school sailors resumed their practice
sessions on Tuesday and will sail Thursday as well.
Hopefully the sailing will continue on weeknights through
the summer. If you are looking for some sailing during the
week, now that school is out, we would love to have more
join the group. Coach Bob, with help from Erin and Joe
can fix you right up. The last pram class was in May. New
classes for both prams and 420s began on June 4th.
Safe and enjoyable summer wishes to everyone!

Eckart Schneider / Sailing Education
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Entertainment
The Seafood Raft-up was on May 21st with ten boats and 38 people signed up. Things did
not go exactly as planned this year. The wind was out of the west so the boats rafted just
south of the entrance to the harbor, to the west of the channel – so far, so good. The raft up
was nearly complete when the wind clocked quickly to the east. The raft up could not
respond to the quick wind change, which resulted in the wind blowing on the side of the raft
up versus the front. This caused difficulties with the final boats trying to raft up and we
ended up breaking up the raft. Most boats went and anchored elsewhere, Skimmer and Miss Hanna rafted to
Chasing Rainbows. Everyone had their dinners on board so no one went hungry. The shrimp and fish dip were
very good. Del Wiese, the event chair, reports that he doesn’t recall ever experiencing such a large quick wind
shift and hopes that this year’s difficulties won’t discourage participation in next year’s raftup on April 8th, 2017
– mark your calendars. Special thanks to Page & Claudia Proffitt who picked up the food at Clayton’s and
packaged the fish dip and cocktail sauce. Peggy Snead was a big help in assembling the dinners.
Brad & Jennifer Helin are working under Bob Hughes’ direction to put on the Independence Day Celebration.
It’s time to make your reservations. Sign-up sheets are at the bar, or you can call Brad at (321) 544-2242 or
send your request to MYCJuly4@gmail.com. If you don’t hear back, please follow-up; Brad plans to reply to all
reservation requests. And past volunteers are urged to sign up again this year. You all have made this a very
popular event in the past. We’re expecting a big turn-out again this year, and Bob, Brad and Jennifer will need
your help again.
Bunco Party: Mark your calendars – Bunco Night is Saturday, August 13th, 2016. Faye Bitzer, Jacki Leahy,
and Rachel Ross will be our event chairs.

Patricia Brown / Entertainment Director

My Survival Story by Patrick Daniel
Many of you know some of this story already. I was asked to write this and my hope is that someone
can be helped in the future.
I am sure everyone has heard or read sailing stories where is
seems that people, nature, and equipment seemingly conspire to turn a simple race or cruise into a near disaster of
some kind or other. This story is the complete opposite of
that.

Sunday Morning

In the middle of April, Karyn and I went to Charleston, SC to
sail in our fifth Charleston Race Week. We sailed the Viper
640 a couple of times and recently were sailing on a J88.
Charleston is unlike anywhere I’ve ever sailed. The smaller
boats sail in the harbor and the larger ones usually offshore.
Current from the rivers and tides from the ocean can reach 4
– 5 knots at times. It’s one of the busiest ports in the south
with freighters, container ships, and pilot boats seemingly
everywhere. There’s a long narrow jetty to get to the ocean
course and when the wind is northeast and blowing hard and
the current is outgoing, you get waves standing up pretty tall.
(Continued on page 7)
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(My Survival Story, Continued from page 6)

Ocean racing was cancelled on Friday with winds predicted to be gusting over 30 knots. We had one
race on Saturday in 8 ft waves and winds 20 – 25 knots. The race committee had a couple of injuries
to some volunteers in those conditions and they sent around 48 boats back in for the day.
Sunday conditions looked about the same, but a bit colder. We headed out to the ocean and were
about halfway there when they called everyone back and decided to race in the Wando River. We
were just upriver from the iconic Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Arthur_Ravenel_Jr._Bridge
The race committee started two classes after about a 30 minute postponement. We then had to wait
on a freighter to get through the course and under the bridge for about another 30 minutes. We started, tacked up the river, rounded the windward mark, ran downwind, through the gate, tacked once,
got headed, and went to tack again – that’s when I went down. I fell into the mainsheet and crumpled
to the floor. John Spierling, the tactician was first to notice and hollered, “He’s Down!” That got Karyn
off the rail. She started CPR when she saw I wasn’t breathing. The rest of the crew got the sails down
and called for the medical boat. Karyn’s brother Jeff, our
helmsman took over CPR from her. The medic boat arrived,
diagnosed no pulse and relieved Jeff on the CPR. Another
cut off the 5 or 6 layers I had on to expose my chest for the
automatic external defibrillator (AED). They hooked me up
and it shocked me once. I became conscious immediately.
They strapped me to a board, cut the lifelines and transferred
me to the medical boat with Karyn and her dad Joe. I remember a short boat ride to the dock and getting loaded in an ambulance. Then a short ride to the Roper St Francis Hospital.
Next was one half day of heart tests, then surgery to install a
defibrillator, and one day after that, discharge.

Sunday Afternoon

What happened to me was Sudden Cardiac Arrest. According to the American Heart Association, the average
out-of-hospital survival rate for sudden cardiac arrest is
10.6% . The survival rate with good neurologic function is
8.3%. In 2014 there were 326,200 reported cases in the US.

There were several things key to my survival - 1 – Karyn and Jeff began CPR immediately - 2 – Medical boat got to me in two minutes – 3 – Medical boat had a working AED and had me shocked in under 5 minutes.

June 2016
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Mid-June 2016 – July 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

12
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

13

14

15

16

17

18
Double-Handed
Race

19
Father’s Day
Bar Opens
at 2PM

20

26
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

27

3

4

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2PM

10
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

11

17

18

8

28

22

23

29

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

House
meeting

5

6

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

General
Membership
Meeting
6:30PM

12

13

19

30

26
Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

25

July 1

2

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00
7

8

9

TGIF
Dragon Point COED
Bar opens at 5:00
Race

14

15

16

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00
20

21

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am
25

24

TGIF
Wednesday Celebration
Lunch
of Life for Bar opens at 5:00
Betty Thon

Arts n'
Crafts
Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2PM
24
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

21

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

22

23

TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00

27

28

29

30

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens at 5:00
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Bulle n Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat US
Memberships.

Tabs and Box Tops Challenge
The Entertainment Committee of MYC is
challenging the membership to fill, fill, and
keep on filling the containers which have
been placed in the bar area.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We, also, need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.
June 2016
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

June 18th
Double-Handed Race
June 22nd
Wednesday Lunch
June 23rd
Celebration of Life-PC Betty Thon
July 4th
July 4th BBQ
July 6th
General Membership Meeting
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