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Commodore’s Log
September was another pretty hot month, but we made it through
and had some fun too! We started off with the Mermaid Regatta
and a lot of fun it was. There was good food and racing, thanks to
our Fleet Captain, Gregg Kowalski, and Mrs. Fleet Captain Kathy
Kowalski, and our remarkable Race Committee headed up by
Past Commodore Pat Lambert, as well as to our Bar Director
Page Profitt and Entertainment Director Pat Brown for making this Regatta and event to remember. Later in
the month we starting talking like pirates, and Captain Salt & Pepper Beard (Gerry Moores) and his wench
(Peggy Snead) brought out the swashbuckler in many fellow members and graced us with some limerick I’m
not sure I’ve ever heard before. If you’ve never been to a “Talk like a Pirate Party” I recommend going; this was
my first and I’ll be back again. So again, our members are the best and make our club what it is, great!
I normally don’t talk about the month we’re in, but in October’s first weekend we had a great Garden Party to
get some work done, and did we ever! I will say, the turnout was not the club usual, but enough of us came out
to get stuff done. I’ll thank Amy Lacy and House Director Lloyd Millar, but I’m sure they will thank everybody
that came out, and I’ll let them!
On the same weekend, the J 24 Fleet had a regatta up at Eau Gallie Yacht Club. (This may have been where
some of the members who normally help for a Garden Party went.) It was a great time. For the first time we
had the racers come down to our club for the Saturday dinner. As you might expect it was a bit different than
the normal Eau Gallie Yacht Club fare, BUT EVERYONE LOVED IT! And they love our Club. So hats off to J24 Fleet Captain/Governor Dave Noble, our Fleet Captain Gregg Kowalski and his wife Kathy, PRO Pat
Lambert and his amazing Race Committee. This event showcased what a great club we truly have.
Remember, it’s all of our participation that keeps this place vibrant and moving. So remember to get engaged,
and help out when you can. After all, that is what makes us a club, and a family. Finally, just like last month, I
wish everyone a safe and happy early fall, so get out there and enjoy it!

Eric Stord / Commodore

House
We had a planned work day on October 1, and much was
accomplished. Perhaps the work done that day reduced the work
that needed to be done on the unplanned work day that followed
Hurricane Matthew!
We still need to do some repairs on the fence on the west side of
the parking lot. We need to trim some of the sea grape trees to allow repairing of the fence.
Maybe lay some sod and pick up some rocks and move them to another spot. House is still
looking for someone to help clean the gutters on the club house. Please call if you are willing.
We have discussed the annex repair with the board members and have received approval from the LRPC. We
now have all that and we are ready to go forward with the repair.
On the cork board in the club house, there is still a “TO DO LIST”. If you see something that needs attention,
please take a moment to write it down and pass it on to House. You don’t need permission to take on a task
you think you’re suited for. So take a look at the list, there may be something that’s right up your alley! It was
noted that several tasks have already been completed by conscientious club members, and a big THANK YOU
goes out to them! So, let us know your thoughts in person, by email or by using the Club’s Suggestion Box. By
email you can use our web interface at www.melbourneyachtclub.com or SailMYC.com, in the Find Us section,
sending them to Vice Commodore. Or you can share your thoughts in person, by coming to the monthly House
Committee meeting held every month. It is posted on the TELL-TALE calendar each month. Everyone is
always welcome.

Lloyd Millar / House Vice Commodore
2

October 2016

Fleet
October is turning out to be a very exciting month. Wrapped around
a major hurricane passing through Brevard County, we have a full
slate of major racing events. Luckily the hurricane came through on
one of the weekends that we did not have one of these events. With
Mermaid Regatta, the MYC is the place to race in the Fall.
On the first weekend in October, in conjunction with both the EGYC and the MYC, the J24
District 10 Regatta was held. Dave Noble was the race chairman for this event that attracted 14 boats from
all over Florida including 6 local J24s. The MYC hosted the Saturday night dinner (thanks to Page Proffitt)
and the PRO for the regatta was Pat Lambert and his excellent race committee team.
We had a great weekend of racing and activities with the Fall Small Boat Regatta. With 25 boats racing, many
volunteers helping, a great dinner from Rosemary Barton, and beautiful sailing weather, it made for a great
event. We will have more details in next month’s Telltale. What made this event great was how the local
sailing community (MYC, EGYC, the MYC youth sailing team, FIT) came together. EGYC provided a couple
of 420s, FIT participated and provided volunteers, the youth sailing team recruited several other teams to
come and race and MYC did their usual hosting of this event. It was an honor to be part of this event from this
perspective.
On October 22/23 we will be holding the MYC Big Boat Regatta. We will start the weekend with the Adult
Pram Race on Thursday evening. Come out and relive your youth by zipping around the harbor in a Pram
against your fellow members. It is always a great time plus you find out how old you really are… After this
warm-up event, we are looking forward to another excellent weekend of racing. Get your boat and your crew
and come out and race. We will have our regular PHRF and one-design racing along with a Wine and
Cheese fleet.
Remember to look on sail-race.com to find the schedule of all of the upcoming races and the latest results.
Given all of these different racing opportunities, everyone should come out and race in at least one event
each month. If you decide not to race, please consider helping with the regattas or series races. The more
hands we have the easier it will be. Just send me an email if you are interested in helping.

Gregg Kowalski / Fleet Captain Rear Commodore

Grog Locker
Everything is going well for the Bar and Kitchen with $2,970 in bar chits sold for the month of
September. This was up almost 10% from past years. We did have a refrigerator go out in the
bar pantry and items were moved into the kitchen refrigerator while the unit was repaired. The
Bar is back to normal now after Hurricane Mathew did a little damage to the club. Leaks over the
bar and in the kitchen caused a mess to clean up. Repairs are in progress to the roof so we
don’t have any more issues in these areas. The Wednesday lunch has taken some time off with
all the Regattas these past months and will start up again in November. Keep an eye on your email for the next
lunch date.

Page Proffitt / Bar and Kitchen Director

Sailing Education
Look for Sailing Education Director Eckart’s thoughts and observations next month.

Eckart Schneider / Sailing Education
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Entertainment
The coming months are very busy for the Entertainment Committee as we enter the holiday
season. The Entertainment Committee meets on Monday October 24 and Monday November
28 at 6 PM. Please come if you’d like to help out in the planning or implementation of any of
these events.
Annual MYC Holiday Donation Charity Drive: Gail Oliver will once again head up this charity
drive. Starting in November and running through December 4th, she and her committee will be collecting
donations for local charities. Last year, this drive generated $1,960, which was split up among four charities in
the form of gift cards to the stores or gas stations of their choice. Please contact Gail if you would like to help
with this project.
Holiday Decorating Day November 19th: We’ll be decking the halls of MYC, in the morning. Many hands and
some breakfast munchies and coffee make this job lots of fun. Watch the weekly email for more information.
Orphan’s Thanksgiving on November 24th: Carol Mairs will once again chair this pot luck supper. MYC will
provide the meat course, and attendees bring a dish and complete a chore – giving it the feeling of a real family
meal. This event is intended for those who would otherwise be eating alone or in a group of three or four.
Christmas Party on December 3rd: MYC’s volunteer spirit has overcome the Grinch (that’s me). I never did find
an event chair for the Christmas Party, but so many people have volunteered to take care of one part or
another of this event that I couldn’t bring myself to cancel it. So Santa Claus will be coming to the club on
Sleighride, and there will be gifts and activities for the children. Dinner will be pot luck – everyone can share a
holiday favorite. The club will provide the meat course. Jacki Leahy will be taking reservations. Be sure to let
her know if you are bringing a child who will participate in the gifting.
New Year’s Eve Party on December 31st: Still in the planning stage, the one thing we know for sure about this
event is that Simone and the Supercats will start playing at 8 PM.
Many thanks to those of you who have stepped up to help put these events together.

Patricia Brown / Entertainment Director

Dock Notes
Thanks to all renting members and some wonderful volunteers, preparations for Matthew
went off without a hitch and we all made it through without any major damage. The pre- and
post-storm work by all members around the club was clearly a significant contributor to only a
minor interruption in activities around the club. Special thanks (of course) go out to Jack &
Jacki Leahy who kept a sharp eye on all our slips during the event, as well as our “on-site”
reporting team, Jim and Amy Lacy, Page Profitt, and Dave Silverman and friend.
Work continues to define the approach and plan for the seawall and dock refurbishment. We have been
reaching out to better understand costs, evaluate some options, and prepare a comprehensive plan for the
refurbishment effort. I’ll be sure to keep you all informed as the plan starts to firm up.
As an aside, I want to take a moment to tell you all how very glad I am to have become a member of this club.
The recent weeks clearly demonstrate what a wonderful organization we have, made that way by YOU, the
members. The participation rate for the landscaping work, pre- and post-hurricane efforts, our parties, and all
of our sponsored sailing events is just amazing! All of our hands working together make light work of even the
most difficult task.
Thank You MYC!
Please feel free to contact me with any questions/issues: submarineveteran@gmail.com

Sean Freeman / Dockmaster
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Membership
During September, MYC Members kept up the effort to encourage friends and family to join
the Melbourne Yacht Club. Our Sailing Education program is becoming a good source of
people who want to get involved at MYC.
We welcomed several new members in September.
Special Thanks to Chris Gates for sponsoring Holly & Fritz Hanselman, who are up for
consideration as Residents. Fritz Hanselman: Present Member Lake Bluff YC, 3 time past commodore LBYC,
Decade Head Race Committee LBYC; Present National & International Coordinator of the Sunfish Class; Past
Member Chicago Yacht Club IL, Columbia Yacht Club IL, Ephrain Yacht Club WI, Woodridge Sailing
Association. CIO, Owner and raced : Etchells, 470, Flying Scott, Sunfish, Penguin; Skipper: T-ten, Lightning, J24,Peterson 34, 505, Flying Junior, 420; Two time collegiate All-American; Captain of first Midwest Collegiate
Team Racing National Champions. Holly Hanselman: Present member Lake Bluff YC, Past Commodore
LBYC, Regatta Chair Sunfish Nationals at LBYC; Past member Chicago Yacht Club, Columbia Yacht Club,
Ephriam Yacht Club; Sailed Etchells, Flying Scott, Xboat, C Scow, M20, J24, T-ten, Sailed Collegiate.
Special Thanks to Commodore Eric Stord for sponsoring Jean Marie van der Elst, who is up for
consideration of Resident. Jean Marie is interested in joining MYC as an active sailing member. Jean Marie is
PhD student at FIT, a certified RYA Yachtmaster, an experienced on and offshore sailor, and willing to assist
with youth sailing.
Special Thanks to Phil Spletter for sponsoring Mary Reed Evans, who is up for consideration as a Resident
member. Mary is a single Mom living in Satellite Beach with her two sons, Sykes, who is 16, and Will, who is
26. Sykes is the main reason that Mary applied for membership. Her hope is that he will benefit from the wealth
of sailing experience that exists here. Mary likes the family friendly feel of MYC and looks forward to
membership.
Special Thanks to Del Wiese for sponsoring Michele Mason, who is up for reinstatement as a Resident
member. Michelle is an Indialantic native. She is interested in participating in the Rum Races with her two kids,
Abi (8) and Ryan (10). She’s also interested in getting them into sailing lessons on the prams. Michele was a
member of MYC in 2005 but resigned when her daughter was born and Michele had to adjust priorities. Now
that her kids are a little older, she is excited to get them involved in sailing too.
Special Thanks to Page Proffitt for sponsoring Pedro Fullona, who is up for consideration as a Corinthian.
Pedro is a full time student and came in with his parents to look over our club and talk to our Commodore Eric
one Sunday afternoon. Eric made an impression and the club did the rest. Pedro’s father said he would make
arrangements to get Pedro’s Sunfish shipped over from Puerto Rico to here so Pedro can come and sail in the
small boat races. Pedro lives in Orlando, Florida.
Special Thanks to Hasty Miller for sponsoring Marcus Maldonado, who is up for consideration as a Junior
Resident. Marcus is originally from Puerto Rico. He came to Melbourne in the fall of 2003 to start his first
semester at Florida Tech. After graduating in 2007, Marcus found a job a job with a local company and has
been working in the area ever since. He enjoys outdoor activities and decided to take sailing classes and
instantly became hooked. Marcus would like to join the MYC to surround himself with other sailors and share in
this experience. Marcus currently crews with Hasty, which, as we know, is a rare honor. If Marcus only knew. . .
I think he does.
Special Thanks to Dave Oatway for sponsoring two Adult Sailing class graduates, Ian Soto, who is up for
consideration as an Extended Provisional, and Amy Roth, who is up for consideration as a Junior Resident.
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS
Resident = 144, Non-Resident =26, Corinthian = 9, Emeritus = 1, Junior Resident = 9, Provisional = 6,
Extended Provisional = 3, Honorary = 10, Total 208

Kit Salmon / Membership Director
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Mid-October 2016 – November 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Adult Pram
Race

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

Fall Big Boat
Regatta

27

28

29

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Fall Small Boat
Regatta
Bar Opens
23
Fall Big Boat
Regatta
Bar Opens
at 2PM
30
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM
6

24

25

26

Entertainment
Committee
Meeting 6 pm

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

House
Committee
Meeting

31

Nov 1
Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

2

8

9

Halloween

7

3

General
Membership
Meeting
Board
6:30 PM
Meeting 6 PM
10

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Rum Race
Bar Opens
at 2PM
13
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

14

20
Rum Race
Bar Opens
at 2PM

21

27
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

28

29

30

Entertainment
Committee
Meeting 6 pm

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

House
Committee
Meeting

6

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

15

16

17

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

22
Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

4

5

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

Dragon Pt
Women’s
Race #3

11

12

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

Dragon Pt
Coed Race

18

19

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00
23

24

Dragon Pt
Women’s
Race #2

Holiday
Decorating
9 AM to noon

25

26

2

3

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

Holiday Party
Dragon Pt
Coed Racing

Orphan’s
Thanksgiving
Dec 1
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Bulle n Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTISTS GATHERING Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat US
Memberships.

Tabs and Box Tops Challenge
The Entertainment Committee of MYC is
challenging the membership to fill, fill, and
keep on filling the containers which have
been placed in the bar area.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in the Annex!
Not even a little!!
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

Fall Big Boat Regatta
October 22—23, 2016
Dragon Point Women’s Race #2
October 29, 2016
Dragon Point Women’s Race #3
November 5, 2016
Dragon Point Coed Race
November 12, 2016
Holiday Decorating at MYC
November 19, 2016
9 am to noon
Orphan’s Thanksgiving
November 24, 2016
1 pm to 5 pm
Holiday Party at MYC
December 3, 2016
Dragon Point Coed Race
December 3, 2016
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