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Commodore’s Log
Happy Holidays to all our Members!!!! I usually only write about the past
month, but because it’s that special time of year (for me Christmas, for
others something else) I just want to wish everyone a festive and
wonderful season filled with Family and Friends!
We had a great November with the Decorating Parry and Orphans’ Thanksgiving. Everyone
who came to either of these events had a great time, and of course how could you not with the great company
of fellow members? Again, I always come back to the Members, you Guys and Gals are the Best!
Don’t forget next month’s General Meeting is the Election of next year’s Board of Directors. The following
members have been nominated for the 2017 MYC Board of Directors:
Vice Commodore/House: Gregg Kowalski
Rear Commodore/Fleet: John Fox
Secretary: Jackie Cope
Treasurer: Tom Kjerulff
Bar and Kitchen: Page Proffitt
Docks: Sean Freeman
Membership: Charlotte Parker
Entertainment: Lynn Duerbeck
Youth Sailing/Education: Melissa Tribou
And, I have been nominated as the Commodore.
I want to take this opportunity to thank these members for stepping up to the helm as nominees.
I’ll take the opportunity to thank the outgoing Board for everything they’ve done, next month. So, everyone take
the opportunity to come on down to the Club during the Holidays and visit with some old friends, you’ll be glad
you did!!!

Eric Stord / Commodore

House
The holidays are with us and there are a lot of activities planned.
Please enjoy the time with family and friends. The work of the
Annex is moving along and is near completion. The club house
had been decorated for the holidays and looks great. Thank you
to all those who participated. There is still work to be done outside
in the garden area, rocks to be moved, sod to be installed, so we
will try to have a garden work day some time in January or early February. House is still
looking for someone to help clean the gutters on the club house, please call if you are willing. On the cork
board in the club house, there is still a “TO DO LIST”. Also, should you see something that needs attention,
please take a moment to write it down and pass it on to House. You don’t need permission to take on a task
you think you’re suited for. So take a look at the list, there may be something that’s right up your alley! It was
noted that already several tasks have been completed by conscientious club members, and a big THANK YOU
goes out to them!
So, let us know your thoughts in person, by email or by using the Club’s Suggestion Box. By email you can use
our web interface at Melbourneyachtclub.com or SailMYC.com, in the Find Us section, sending them to Vice
Commodore. Wishing all a Happy Holiday.

Lloyd Millar / House Vice Commodore
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Fleet
After October and the two Fall Regattas, November was a much
slower month from a racing perspective. We continued to have our
regular routine of small and big boat races, with an excellent turnout
of boats.
The Yankee Rebel Rally is normally held on the weekend of the Big Boat Fall Regatta. We
decided this year that this race deserves to be on its own. The Yankee Rebel Rally is in honor
of Stu and Brenda Shadbolt (boat was “Yankee Rebel”), long time members of the MYC. The rally is a reversehandicap start race in which the winner is the mid-fleet boat. The race celebrates those that come out and
participate and, normally, finish in the middle of the fleet. The mid-fleet winner in the racing division wins a jug
of Vermont maple syrup (the Yankee prize) and the mid-fleet winner of the cruising fleet wins a pecan pie (the
Rebel prize).
So, this year, we held the Yankee Rebel Regatta in conjunction with the November 20th Rum Race. The
Yankee Rebel winners were Team Lacy (cruising fleet) and Team Sowers (racing fleet). After the racing there
was a burn-it hosted by Page Proffitt. The food was awesome and it was fun grilling with a big group of fellow
grillers.
As we prepare for the New Year and develop next year’s racing schedule, we will be implementing some new
ideas to help the racing and those that support the racing. We will kick it off with an early January race
committee training course. You will receive emails about what is coming up in the next few weeks.
Remember to look on sail-race.com to find the schedule of all of the upcoming races and the latest results.
Given all of the different racing opportunities, everyone should come out and race in at least one event each
month. If you decide not to race, please consider helping with the regattas or series races. The more hands we
have, the easier it will be and you will have a great time on the water. Just send me an email if interested.

Dock Notes
Last month, I asked every member who has a boat on the West side of the property to put
your identification clearly on the boat by the end of November. This weekend I will be
securing all boats that are not properly identified.
Based on the advice of a number of potential contractors, we have delayed starting work on
the club facility based on the amount of storm damage related work around the county and in
adjacent counties. Will keep you updated.
Please update me with registration and/or insurance information for your boats on the docks when you renew
it. This will allow me to keep the club records current.
Finally, please contact me via email if you see any unsafe conditions on the docks that require attention. I
currently have one breaker that I need to have replaced on the West Dock and one light on the East Dock that
has broken off and needs repair. At this time of the year it’s difficult to get out and walk the docks except on
weekends as it’s dark by the time I get out of work so I need your help to keep our docks safe for our
members. Please feel free to email me with any issues/suggestions/recommendations/etc. at:
submarineveteran@gmail.com

Sean Freeman / Dockmaster
A woman was having a medical problem - her husband was snoring very loudly and every night ! So she called
the doctor one morning, and asked him if there was anything he could do to relieve her "suffering."
"Well, there is one operation I can perform that will cure your husband" said the doctor, "but it is really rather expensive. It will cost you $10,000 down, and payments of $1000 for 36 months, plus payments for extras of course.
"My goodness!" the woman exclaimed, "that sounds like I'm buying a yacht!"
"Humm," the doctor murmured, "too obvious, huh?"
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Entertainment
The clubhouse started to show its holiday best when, on November 19, a crowd of people
showed up to decorate. Volunteers had already taken down the boxes of decorations. Folks
showed up; ladders were fetched; the tree was set up and decorated; the singing Santa and
the penguin sailboat found their place; garlands were strung. I would like to send out special
thanks to Jill Lyles and company for repairing the big door wreathes and wrapping the
pictures in the hall.
About forty people came to Orphans’ Thanksgiving this year, each one bringing a dish to share and completing
a chore. Once again, Carol Mairs did a great job organizing the event and preparing the core dishes – turkey,
dressing, gravy and mashed potatoes. Thanks to all who attended for their delicious side dishes and desserts
and completing all of their jobs, from set-up and serving to washing dishes and taking out the trash. And a
special call-out to Pam Crocker: Thank you for minding the bar throughout!
The Christmas Party was a success too. Seventy-five people came. Children made pine cone animals with Mrs.
Claus and then headed down to the dock to greet Santa, who came in on Sleighride, accompanied by his elves,
with Jerry Ross at the helm. Santa passed out gifts in the Commodore’s lounge. Dinner followed. Rosemary &
Dan Barton and their grandson Grant Barton prepared ham, rolls, and mashed potatoes and those who
attended brought a variety side dishes, relishes, and desserts. Amy Lacy read Twas the Night Before
Christmas to the children. The Harbor City Harmonizers performed Christmas medleys PLUS The Twelve Days
of Christmas – with audience participation. In addition to the above, thanks to Gregg & Cathy Kowalski, Sean
& JoAnne Freeman, Jim Lacy, Ross Herbert, Rick & Jackie Cope, Mike & Christine Gallagher, and Liza
Savoy for their role in making this year’s Christmas Party a success. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone. I’m
especially grateful to those who stepped up to fill in the gaps, notably for kitchen clean-up.
Thanks, also, to Gail Oliver and her team, and to all of you who donated, for making the MYC Charity Drive a
particular success this year. Check out Gail’s article elsewhere in the newsletter.
The New Year’s Eve party this year is being organized as a private party by Peggy Snead, Gerry Moores, and
Karen Williams. All MYC members invited. See the article in the newsletter or the poster at the club for details.
The first party of 2017 will be at Marker 21 on January 7 from noon until 5 PM. If you plan to attend or if you
have questions contact Jerry Ross at 321 254-8326.

Patricia Brown / Entertainment Director

2016 MYC Charity Donation Drive Summary
The 2016 Charity Drive was very well supported by our generous MYC members with $2,105 being
collected. This was another successful year helping to make other people’s lives just a little better
this Christmas/Holiday Season. The Committee, Amy Lacy, Ann Knowlton, Christine Gallagher,
Gail Oliver, and Mary Pietras (with the help of our MYC Members who broke a tie vote) selected the
charities: Family Promise, The Children’s Hunger Project, The Haven for Children, and the Women’s
Center to receive gift cards.
Respectfully submitted, Gail Oliver
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Membership
MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY:
During November – 3 New Members for us to consider.
MEMBERSHIP ACTIONS:
Special Thanks to Chris Reynolds
Gareth Reynolds is being sponsored for Resident
Gareth William Reynolds Having been born in Norwood, MA a suburb of Boston, in 1975 to Susan &
Christopher Reynolds. Gareth found himself being raised here in Satellite Beach at the age of 2 yrs. He spent
his formative years catching blue crabs from the Banana River & throwing them in the pool, sailing a small 3
person “Dolphin” type vessel and traveling with his parents to the Bahamas on their 20ft Motor Seacraft Cross
Keys. In 1983, his parents acquired the 37ft sailing vessel Dreadnought, this cemented his love for the water.
Keeping it in Charlotte Amalie Harbor in St. Thomas USVI. We’d visit for 3 weeks a year sailing to each of the
U.S. & British Virgin Islands. Gareth, also, ventured out to some of the Dutch & French Islands such as the
beautiful, untainted by human populations, Prickley Pear Cay. Dreadnought was there for 5 years then,
delivered back to our family dock in Satellite Beach. Prior to Dreadnought’s arrival, his Dad required his
children to dredge her a path through the muddy canal, this required standing in the muck with shovels to
achieve her required channel depth of 6ft. She remained at the Seville Court dock from 1988 to 1997 when his
Dad acquired a slip for her on MYC’s dock. We, also, acquired a number of service vessels to enjoy. Gareth’s
responsibilities were to ensure the proper operation of the dinghies and their engines, a windsurfer (which was
used more often as a paddleboard), and a 27’-1x Skull. The service vessels were used to transport Gareth &
friends to and from the campsites which are now considered Lansing Island. We referred to it as Spider Island.
The scull I’d picked up after joining the Satellite HS Crew team my Jr. & Sr. years went on to row on the
University of Central Florida & Central Florida Elite Rowing teams.
While at UCF, Gareth attained a Bachelor of Science in Biology with minor in Psychology. Since then I have
gone through several different sales training classes including computer technology, before arriving at my
present career as a PC technician.
But the Indian River is what brought me back to Brevard County. I am interested in honing my skills in small
boat racing and cruising parties. Since my parent’s initial application in 1990, I’ve been at numerous burn-its,
raft ups and holiday parties. A membership here will undoubtedly further my socialization with similar minds,
crews & friends.
Special Thanks to Phil Spletter
Timothy Brustoski is up for consideration as a Corinthian.
Tim is the best sailor and captain of our High School Sailing Team.
Special Thanks to Karen Williams
Jenny & Tom Eskridge are up for consideration as Resident.
Tom & Jenny Eskridge moved to Pensacola, FL then, to the Melbourne area three years ago when Tom took
a research and teaching position in the Computer Science Department at Florida Tech. Jenny took this
opportunity to retire from her position as Director of Health Information Management at an orthopedic rehab
facility, so that they could enjoy traveling together. Tom and Jenny started sailing in the late 90’s and cruised
and raced their J/30 on Wednesdays and weekends until the boat was lost in Hurricane Ivan. They are now
looking forward to cruising their Jeanneau 40DS in the area and to the Bahamas (although Tom is looking up
the PHRF rating on the boat, too!).
Membership Statistics:
Resident = 150, Non Resident = 26. Corinthian = 11, Emeritus 1, Junior Resident 11, Provisional 3, Ext.
Provisional 2, Honorary 10, Total = 214

Kit Salmon / Membership Director
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Sailing Education
This past Sunday, November 13, started out with virtually no breeze but built to nice sailing
conditions later in the day. Five 420s went out and participated in MYCs Small Boat Sunday
races. Sammy started the day in Apopka at a lacrosse tournament. After that she blasted
back for sailing. The competitive spirit must have continued as she and Shannon picked the
correct side of course and won two races! Brayton and Zack also had impressive races and
sailed to a second place. Jessica and crew Erin had consistent finishes while in the other
boats Elizabeth and Natalie skippered several races. In all there was a lot of close racing as can be seen in the
picture. Note the excellent trim and flat boat being
sailed by Jessica and Elizabeth sailing as the three
overlapped boats sail downwind, one with Natalie on
the helm. Also, it was impressive to see the conduct of
the sailors, all focused on getting their boats rigged
and out sailing then cleaned up and put away when
done. Afterwards there was a short discussion about
downwind sailing rules and rabbit starts. It is really
nice to see the progress of the team under the
coaching of Bob, Erin, Connor, Christian and Jack.
The big news of the week was the First Annual 420
regatta in Vero Beach on November 19. There were
11 total teams, some comprised of very good sailors,
so it was a tough fleet. We sent four teams of two
sailors to sail four boats that were provided along with
brand new sails. Eight races were sailed between
10:30AM and 3:00PM, so it was a full day in
conditions that ranged from light to moderate. In the first race, which was sailed in light air, Tim/Elizabeth along
with Sammy/Brittany found a little breeze and broke way out front and finished 1-2, probably at least 100 yards
in front of the next boat. As the day wore on Tim/Elizabeth sailed pretty consistently to finish fourth overall,
three points behind third. Sammy/Brittany finished in eighth place, two points behind seventh. Sykes/Natalie
steadily improved their finishes as the day wore on and Jessica/Lyle sailed with Jessica at the helm for her first
regatta while Lyle, an experienced sailor, joined her to crew for his first regatta in a while. Daniel Brustoski
rode in the coach’s boat and took some great pictures that are available at http://Sidiros.com/Images/
VeroBeach11-21-2016.zip. In all it was a very good day and the growth of our sailors is evident. We received
the following message from the Director at the Vero Beach sailing program: "We were honored to host your
team. It would be fun to get more time on the water together for better training and learning experiences. Your
sailors conducted themselves very properly and we thank you for that. I'm looking forward to future
competition."

Eckart Schneider / Sailing Education

Grog Locker
The Bar and Kitchen did well for the month of November and continues into the holidays. We
are looking forward to the New Year with the New Year’s Eve Party just around the corner. The
bar will be well stocked for this event and more to come.
We will be starting the Wednesday Lunches back up on January 18th, watch your emails for the
menu being served that day. Always remember to sign up with an email or call so we have
enough food on Wednesdays.
Hopefully, we will have good weather on Saturday, January 7th, for a Marker 21 Cruise. This will be a Burn-it/
(Continued on page 7)

6

December 2016

(Grog Locker, Continued from page 6)

Pot Luck event, so bring something to throw on the grill and something to share. We will be towing the Carolina
Skiff down to the island to bring people back and forth from their boats. Dinner will be a little early since sunset
is around 5:30 pm, so we plan on the grill being ready by 4 PM. Keep an eye on your emails for any changes.

Page Proffitt / Bar and Kitchen Director
December 2016
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Mid-December 2016 – January 28, 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM
18

19

20
Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

21

26

27

28

Rum Race
Bar Opens
at 2PM

25

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

22

29

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Christmas Day
Club Closed
Jan 1

2

Club Closed
9

16

Rum Race
Bar Opens
at 2PM
22
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2PM

8

5

10

11

12

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
15

4

General
Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am Membership
Meeting
6:30PM

New Year’s
Day

8

3

23

23

24

30

31

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

New Year’s
Eve Party
8PM

6

7

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

Marker 21
Party
12-5PM

13

14

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00

17
Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

18

24

25

Arts n' Crafts
Crew 10am

Grand Canal
Boat Parade

19

20

21

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00
26

27

28

TGIF
Bar opens at
5:00
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Bulle n Board
INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat US
Memberships.

Tabs and Box Tops Challenge
The Entertainment Committee of MYC is
challenging the membership to fill, fill, and
keep on filling the containers which have
been placed in the bar area.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We also need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.
December 2016
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

MELBOURNE
YACHT CLUB
1202 E. RIVER DR., MELBOURNE, FL 32901
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

New Year’s Eve Party at MYC
December 31, 2016
Board Election
January 4, 2017
Marker 21 Party
January 7, 2017
Souper Bowl Party
February 5, 2016
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