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Commodore’s
Log
September was more fun than anyone deserved to have, yet we had
it, Irma. Hurricane Irma took quite a
chunk out of September. With prep, the storm and the cleanup, she kept
us all on our toes. Regarding hurricane prep, I would like to thank the
Board for getting the word out and our members for putting out the effort
to secure our docks and facilities. We also had members “ride out” the
storm at the clubhouse. The actions these Members took certainly helped
to mitigate the damage to the clubhouse and docks. These members not
only called people to tell them about problems, but were also on the docks
to make things better — a hearty “well done and thank you” to:
Past Commodore Page Proffitt
Dean Butler
Sunny Heck & Russ Pappas
Dave Silverman
And, as always, Jack & Jacki Leahy
Also, thanks for work both pre- and post-storm work to:

Newsletter Editors
Layout/Historian
Ross Herbert
Layout
Patricia Brown
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Past Commodore Page Proffitt
Vice Commodore Gregg Kowalski & Family
Dock Master Sean Freeman
Jack & Jacki Leahy
And there are more…
And last, but not least, ALL OF YOU for helping out before and after; we
couldn’t have done it without you! There’s still work to do, so don’t be
bashful. If you see something, fix something. Lend a hand and let’s get
the finishing touches on the campus done.
Even with the hurricane, MYC and EGYC still managed to make the J 24
Regatta at the end of the September a success. Thanks to the competitors, the staff at EGYC, and of course the Race Committee from the Melbourne Yacht Club. Special thanks to Past Commodore Pat Lambert,
who, along with his crew, put on another exceptional on-the-water event.
As always, I invite you to come down and visit with some friends you
haven’t seen in a while. Our snowbirds are coming back; we missed them!
Welcome home everyone. Aren’t you sorry you missed the fun?

Eric Stord / Commodore
P.S. Enjoy the cooler weather that should be coming soon, and be safe
out there on the water. Don’t forget Rum Races are shifting to Sundays.
Oh, and final notice on the tire store: it’s coming down this month. Once
the contractor starts, anything remaining will be hauled away. So, if you
have anything stored in there, please remove it as soon as possible.
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House
The House Committee has had another busy month doing a wide
variety of activities around the MYC campus due to the hurricane,
preparing to tear down the tire store and other activities around the
club.
Besides cleanup from Hurricane Irma, we have had other work to do,
and more remains. For the most part, the club facilities are in pretty good shape, but we could
use some help in a couple of areas, such as fixing the fences, grounds cleanup, and getting the flag pole
delivered to Grant Ball’s shop for repair. If interested, please let me know.
The roof contractor has been contacted, but the hurricane has caused a slight delay. We will continue to reach
out to the contractor for a starting date.
We are in the final stages of preparation to tear down the tire store. Thanks to Del Weise, who has been
handling preparation details. The plan is to remove the building after October 23, when the Fall Regattas are
over. The cost to tear down and remove the remains will be $5,500. We have been asking members to remove
items from the tire store area. Anything left in the tire store when they knock it down will be taken to the dump.
That could be a bad thing or it could be a good thing depending on how much you cherish the item in the tire
store. Once the tire store is gone, we will use the extra space for additional, and much-needed, parking. Of
course, we are having to find places around the clubhouse/annex/grounds to store the items we are keeping.
In addition, we have been busy taking care of regular House responsibilities, including:
Deck section replacement: On hold for now until cooler time of year – will select another date
Commodore’s Ball: Working to finalize the entertainment for the Ball.
General upkeep of campus: Page Proffitt continues to do a tremendous job keeping things in order
around the club. The next time you see Page, thank him for all that he does. What he would like even more, is
if you asked him how you could help around the club with events, repairs, etc..

Gregg Kowalski / Vice Commodore / House

Space Coast Sailing
Seven of our sailors braved tough conditions over two days at the MYC Small
Boat Regatta. Winds ranged from 8 to18 knots on a course that was much
longer and more complex than they typically sail. For several, it was their first
regatta. All of them enthusiastically pushed themselves to their limit and learned
a lot about sailing and themselves. We can all be proud of what they
accomplished. Our top finisher was Ben Mohrman with fifth place in the BIC
fleet that included a sailor recently returned from the BIC World Championships.
In the 420 fleet, Carmen Patterson crewed for her dad while Justin Tribou
skippered a boat to a fourth place finish, right behind one of his coaches. Next
up are regattas in Jensen Beach, Palm Beach and Vero Beach as well as a BIC
clinic in Jensen Beach.
We are very thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and
MYC as well as Advanced Water Engineering, Keron, LLC, West Marine, the
crews of Esprit, Ginny II and Santarella, Terry Casto and Vanderveer Properties.

Phil Spletter / SCS Correspondent
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Fleet
It has been quite a ride lately. First, Hurricane Irma visited, causing us
to cancel the Mermaid Regatta and giving us a lot of extra work. Our
race marks for Dragon Point and Rum Racing went walkabout, but are
all back on station. Thanks to Art Crocker and Mike Taylor for helping
me to put them back in place.
Then, on to three regattas on three consecutive weekends. First was the J-24 Regatta on September 30 to October 1. There were 10 boats attending, six local and four from the Miami area. PRO Pat Lambert led the RC
team of Karen Vander Meyden, Dean Butler, Jim Schaub, Nick Shmitz, Art Crocker, Larry Etheridge, Mel
Ford, Tim Williams, Shaun Freeman, Phil Spletter and John Fox.
For Small Boat weekend of our Fall Regatta we had 26 boats, which, while smaller than our spring regatta, had
a depth of talent that was mind boggling: a Snipe World Champion, a Laser Masters World Champion, the
reigning Laser Master's North American champion and, in the Open Bic class, the US representative to the
America's Cup half time regatta. The Charlotte Tuttle Trophy went to Dave Chapin from LESC, in the Laser
Class. There was an equal number of Lasers and Open Bic's, so secondary clauses in the deed of gift came
into play. We had planned to run two courses with two RC's, but combined the fleet into one course. Due to the
high river level, we were able to sail on the west side of the ICW and so got the course length we needed. Parents of our junior sailors could watch everything from Riverview Park. Pat Lambert again was the PRO, assisted by Angela Lambert, Nancy Fox and Karen Vander Meyden on signal. Art Crocker, Alex Bajraszewski
and Dean Butler were on the windward mark boat and Lee Phelps and John Fox were on the leeward mark
boat. Del Weise, Al Waschka, Karen Williams and Nancy Fox handled registration.
As I write this, Big Boat weekend is still in the future.
Also in the future is the rescheduled Mermaid Regatta on December 2nd. Come out and support our women
sailors.

John Fox / Rear Commodore / Fleet

A charter sailing vessel with a load of politicians was half way to the Bahamas when a
freak storm hit the boat. Several of the passengers were thrown overboard and
drowned. After retrieval of the bodies and
with the knowledge that they might not be
rescued for some time, if ever, the deceased
were buried at sea. Three days later, the
local Coast Guard found the damaged craft. Upon boarding, the
Coast Guard Captain asked, "Is everyone okay?" The Captain
of the damaged vessel explained that he had a few passengers
fall over board. The Coast Guard Captain asked, "Are they all
dead?" The Sailing boat captain replied, "Well, some of them
said they weren't, but you know how those politicians lie."
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Entertainment
We had a great September this year, barring the unwanted appearance by an uninvited guest
Irma. Robin Floyd's Birthday Bash had it all: beer, food, and live “Yacht Rock” entertainment by
Jason Alexander. Thanks, Robin!
Nationally known Trop Rock musician John Frinzi started our October on a right note by performing at the clubhouse on that rainy Sunday afternoon of October 1st. A lot of members attended this free concert. Stay tuned for the next one.
There will be no Halloween Party this year.

Our annual Seafood Raft-Up is on Saturday, November 4. The sunset and full moon occur at perfect
times on that evening; all we need to make it more perfect are boats to sign up. Dinner will include shrimp,
seafood dip, potato salad, coleslaw and a surprise dessert -- all for only $16. Email sign-ups are preferred, but
Del Wiese will take them via phone, pony express or whatever way you prefer. Let him know if you have any
questions or comments/suggestions for improving the event. Del's contact info is: del@sailordel.com 321-7734884
Calling all elves! On Saturday, November 18, we are gathering to decorate the clubhouse for the Holidays!
There will be free breakfast and coffee. This is an annual event, and your help is most welcome. Come out to
decorate, 8 am to noon.
Tentatively scheduled for after the rum race on Sunday, December 3, a celebration of Dick Tillman's 81st
birthday and a celebration of life for Linda Tillman. We will share cake, food, and a special toast. Bring your
best memories and stories. Forward any pictures of the couple you may have, and we'll get the slide show on
the TVs. Come out to celebrate these people who are so special to the club.
Carol Mairs will be organizing Orphan's Thanksgiving again this year. Mark your calendars – Thanksgiving
Day, Thursday November 23rd. This annual event is a do-it-yourself Thanksgiving especially for members who
don’t have a lot of family in the area.
It is not too soon to think about Christmas. Mark your calendars, December 9th, from 5 until 8 pm! Gail Martin
has graciously accepted the responsibility to chair the MYC 2017 Christmas Party. Jerry Ross cheerfully
agreed to bring Santa and a few elves in on Sleighride. Amy Lacy will take care of the presents for the kids,
and read a Christmas story. Cathy Kowalski will be Mrs. Claus again this year. Please, let Gail know what you
can do to help with this wonderful event.
Lynn Duerbeck has volunteered to chair the New Year's Party this year. Please, catch her at TGIF or give her
a call to tell her what you can do to make this yearly event a great success!
If you have an event or an activity that you would like to see happen at the club, please, let me know, or drop a
note into the suggestion box. We can never have too much fun!

Grog Locker
Not much going on new at MYC Bar. Everything is running smoothly. Fall Regatta was a great
success with the Small Boat Dinner, Adult Pram Race Burn-It and the Big Boat Dinner. Fall is in
the air and things are cooling off, so let's get out on the water.

Page Proffitt / Bar and Kitchen Director
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Membership
Welcome back, Tony Godden! After briefly resigning his membership, he realized that he
missed us and wanted to come back.
We have two membership applications that were approved by the board and are to be
considered by the membership before they are granted final acceptance. Allow me to
introduce them.
Alex Bajraszewski is being sponsored by Arthur & Pamela Crocker. Alex retired after a
successful career with Ford Motors in Detroit as a research engineer. As a young boy he used to watch the
boats of the Detroit Yacht Club across the way. As an adult he became a member of the club and sailing
became one of his family’s primary recreational activities. I thought that Alex must have met Arthur because
they are both from Detroit, but actually they met here in Florida playing pickle ball.
Sponsored by Connor Cassidy, Margo Redmond is applying as a Corinthian member. She is a J-24 sailor
and looks forward to being a part of our club. Margo is a junior at Florida Tech studying electrical engineering
with a minor in pre-law. She plans to get her law degree and become a patent attorney.
Rebecca Crawford has resigned her membership. Perhaps we will see her back again someday. One never
knows.

Charlotte Parker / Membership Director
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Mid-October 2017 – November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

Sailing Classes

27

28
8-5 US Sailing
Instructor Class

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Fall Big Boat
Regatta
Bar Opens
at 2pm
22
Rum Race

23

Bar Opens
at 2pm
5
Rum Race
8-5 US Sailing
Instructor Class
Bar Opens
at 2pm

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

31

November 1

Board
Meeting
6:00

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Membership
Meeting
6:30pm

7
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

8

14

15

16

17
T
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

18
8-12 Holiday
Decorating
Dragon Point
Co-Ed Race

22

23

24

25

6

13

19

20

2

21

9

Orphan’s
Thanksgiving
27

28
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

10

4
8-5 US Sailing
Instructor Class
Dragon Pt
Women’s
Seafood Raft-Up
11

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2pm

3
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Rum Race

6

26

30

12
Treasure
Coast Youth
Regatta
Bar Opens
at 2pm

26
Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm

25

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2pm
29
8-5 US Sailing
Instructor Class

24

29

30

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm
December 1
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

2
Mermaid
Regatta
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We also need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

FIRST
CLASS
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

MAIL

October 14 & 15
Fall Big Boat Regatta
November 4, 2017
Dragon Point Women’s Race
November 12, 2017
Treasure Coast Youth Regatta
November 18, 2017
Dragon Point Co-Ed Race
8 am to Noon
November 18, 2017
Clubhouse Holiday Decorating
November 23, 2017
Orphan’s Thanksgiving
December 2, 2017
Mermaid Regatta
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