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Corned Beef ~ Cabbage ~Potatoes ~ Carrots
Carrot Cake

Cost $7.00
Please direct questions to Gail Martin
(321) 806806-9770 or Gail.Oliver@cfl.rr.com
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Commodore’s Log
Enhancing the Legacy – that is going to be the 2018 MYC board’s
theme this year. MYC has been active for 70 years, and we want to
position the club for the next 70 years. I would hope that the
founders of the MYC would be proud of what we have become and
how well we have maintained their vision of a club — a boating
focused-club that has a fraternal spirit among its members.
All of our decisions will be based on moving us towards enhancing the club’s future and maintaining the
original vision of the club. This will help us keep focused on what is important as we go through the year. I am
sure we will have to make some tough decisions, but if we know it is based on this concept, it will help with our
decisions.
We have a great new board with a mix of experienced and new members. In the first two days in their new
roles we have had one emergency board meeting (no worries, just to get approval on a cost item), interacted
with the Long Range Planning Committee, and made a significant business decision. This is starting out to be
a heck of a year. Please reach out to the board if you have any topics you want to discuss. We are here to
support the club.
But the board cannot do it alone. We will need your help. There is so much to do at the club, that everyone
should be able to find activities that interest them. Step out and take some time to help the club and enjoy the
wonderful opportunity to work with fellow members. Remember, when you help, you enhance the legacy.

Gregg Kowalski / Commodore

Vice Commodore / Grog Locker
Wow!
When I joined this club around three or so years ago, I was happy
just to be a part of it – great sailors, great people, great fun. The
Docks job was challenging but thanks to the help of a great
committee, we now have a new seawall in place and our new Director
of Docks, Dave Nesbitt, will be making further improvements that I believe everyone will appreciate, whether
you have a boat in a slip at the club or not.
Now, as the Director of Bar and the Vice Commodore (the two do kind of go together, Bar and Vice – thanks for
pointing that out Al Waschka), I’m honored once again to continue to play a part in our wonderful sailing club.
For those of you who missed the February meeting, our new Commodore Gregg Kowalski was not attending
that evening and all of a sudden, when it came to new business, I was handed the gavel by now-Past
Commodore Eric Stord – I was totally at a loss for words – something most of you who know me well would
likely find hard to believe. Fortunately, I was saved by an immediate motion to adjourn, which was readily
seconded and a vote to adjourn was passed. We later found out that our new Commodore ended up having his
appendix removed, so he wasn’t just skirting his first meeting. Thankfully, he’s on the mend and will soon be
back in our midst.
I welcome any members who’d like to participate in the committee this year. My Admiral (JoAnne Freeman)
and I have been talking through some ideas, and I look forward to any ideas you may have on how to continue
the outstanding work of Page Proffitt and the prior committee.
The 2018 Bar & Kitchen Committee currently includes: Grant & Debbie Ball, Art & Pam Crocker, Suzanne
Dunphy & Will Moore, JoAnne Freeman, Sunny Heck, Jack & Jacki Leahy, John & Gail Martin, Charlotte
Parker, Page Proffitt, and Tim Williams
Thanks so much for the opportunity to continue to serve our wonderful club.

Sean Freeman / Vice Commodore / Bar & Kitchen
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Sailing Education
Sailing Education held its first committee meeting for 2018, and there was a great turnout of
12 members. The committee is eager to help with upcoming classes, camps, Saturday education events, possible keelboat classes, and getting equipment ready and organized. Our
next committee meeting will be March 1st at 6:30PM.
Sailing Ed got a lot done during a workday on
February 3. Eight members came out to help: Jim & Amy Lacy,
Katie Liang & Chuck Tanner, Jose Nunez, Geoff Swain, Greg
Kowalski, and Justin Tribou. Some repairs to 420s were performed, parts were sorted out, the annex was organized, 420
sails were inspected, about half of the Opti sails were inspected,
and life jackets were inspected. Some sails will need to go out
for repair, and a couple of good used 420 sails need to be acquired.
Sailing Education will host a movie night on March 10, 2018 beginning with a potluck dinner and activities at 5 pm. The movie,
Morning Light, at 6:30 pm. Contact me at MYCEDUCATION@melbourneyachtclub.com
A spring break sailing STEM camp will be held at MYC April 3-5
from 10 am to 3 pm. We will need instructors and volunteers. For
more info about the camp, visit http://
www.melbourneyachtclub.com/Education/Docs/Youth%
20Sailing%20Camp%20Flyer.pdf?1767645035
The first Adult Beginner Sailing Class will begin April 19. Find
information at http://www.melbourneyachtclub.com/Education/
Docs/Adult%20Sailing%20Ed%20Flyer.pdf?1767645035
If you would like to help out with any of these, please let me
know.

Melissa Tribou / Sailing Education

Membership
I would like to thank the membership committee for their help last year. Serving on the
committee are Page & Claudia Proffitt, Rick Doran & Noriko Iwaski, Jack & Jacki Leahy,
Harry Stapor, Karen Williams, and Chris & Heidi Salmon.
The committee realizes that many new members who join the club are coming in without a
sponsor. Applicants hear about us through our sailing classes and find us by driving by or
find us on the web. We need some help from our membership to volunteer to be sponsors to
these new applicants. If you sign up to be a sponsor, you will be matched with a new applicant that is similar to
you. We have two couples who have signed up to sponsor some newbies. Chris & Sue Reynolds and
Harvey & Nancy Melfi have volunteered to show some new members around the club and introduce them to
our fine family.
Let us introduce you to our newest applicant couple, Glenn Wells & Deborah Backiel.
Glenn Wells was an MYC member in the 90's. He is ready to return to the club. Glenn is the son of a Navy
pilot and grew up mostly in Florida between Pensacola, Jacksonville, and the Florida Keys. He earned a BSEE
from University of Florida and worked at Harris for over 30 years, where he acquired two patents on reducing
harmonic distortion. Glenn has a 60 ton captain’s license, which he used to deliver boats between South
(Continued on page 5)
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Dock Notes
The Dock Committee is off to a great start so far this year. Thirteen members have volunteered
to support the Committee in the coming year. First and foremost, Sean Freeman (this year’s
Vice Commodore) has agreed to serve on the Committee. The new seawall is complete; we
can all agree that it looks great, and the quality of work from East Coast Docks is evident.
There were several unexpected cost overages on the project but the MYC Board approved
them unanimously during an emergency meeting of the Board. Remaining tasks by East Coast
Docks include removal of the dirt that migrated into the adjacent dock slips, and repair of the existing dinghy
dock, which was damaged in the hurricane. Please be patient as these activities are completed.
The Dock Committee has met already, with two things on the agenda: first, to establish goals and objectives for
the coming year, and second, to review the current functions of the Dock Committee and make improvements
to its organization.
We identified more than ten “to-do’s” for completion this year. Most of these relate to repair and maintenance of
the dock’s electrical, lighting, and water systems. We will also be working to re-install the flag pole and make
structural improvements to the dock. Please be sure to notify the Dock Director or the Dock Master (see below)
if you become aware of any maintenance or safety needs on the dock.
This year we will be trying something new: we have identified three key roles on the committee. Reporting to
the Dock Director will be the Dock Master, Dock Administrator, and Dock Finance and Budgeting Lead. Jack &
Jacki Leahy will be serving as this year’s Dock Master. In this role, the Leahys will be monitoring the dock
condition reporting any maintenance needs. They will be the point of contact for slip assignments and logistics
for transients and special events, such as regattas, social events, and dock repair. Rob Van Name has
volunteered to take on the role of Dock Administrator, responsible for managing the waitlist, Wet/Dry Storage
Agreements, and insurance paper work. The Dock Finance and Budgeting Lead will be Del Weise.
This year’s Dock Committee consists of Rob Van Name, Sean Freeman, Jack Clark, Page Proffitt, Grant
Ball, Al Waschka, Harry Stapor, Pat Lambert, Hasty Miller, Del Weis and Jack & Jacki Leahy. If you see
them, please be sure to thank them for their continued service to the club.
So again, we are off to a great start. We have a world-class team assembled and it should be a very productive
year. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with comments or suggestions for the Dock Committee.

Dave Nesbitt / Dock Director

Mathers Swing Bridge Operating Schedule
The U.S. Coast Guard has implemented a deviated openings schedule for Mathers Bridge across the Banana
River in south Merritt Island. Starting on February 5 and ending on Saturday August 4 at 6 am, the deviation
will test a change to the drawbridge operation schedule to determine whether a permanent change to the
schedule is needed.
During the deviation period, the bridge will open for vessels
requesting passage on the hour and half hour, from 6 a.m. to
10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. On Friday, Saturday and
any federal holidays, 24 hours a day, the bridge will open for
vessels on the hour and half hour. At all other times, the
bridge will open on signal if at least two hours notice is
provided. Vessels able to pass through the bridge in the
closed position may do so at any time.
The bridge can be opened for emergencies. Vessels able to
pass through the bridge in the closed position may do so at
any time.
Once the test has been completed, the Coast Guard
determine whether to leave the bridge operation as-is or to
change it per the Test Deviation.
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Youth Sailing
The spring semester sailing is off to a running start. The first weekend after practice resumed, eight sailors
were off to a regatta in Jensen Beach. Two boats sailed in the eight-boat 420 fleet, with one taking first overall
and the other went to 4th place on a tie breaker for third. In the BIC fleet, Ben Mohrman finished 2nd, one point
behind a sailor that qualified for and sailed in the BIC world championships. Everyone who went added to their
growth and experience, including William Stricklan, who sailed his first regatta. This was the first in a fiveregatta series that concludes at the MYC Spring Regatta April 21 and 22. In preparation for a stretch of regattas three weeks in a row, regular practices continue on Wednesday and Sunday at EGYC. On the Sundays
that MYC runs small boat races, the varsity will sail at MYC instead of EGYC. On a recent breezy Sunday, a
couple of our sailors blasted across the river to land on the beach at Squid Lips. That kind of sailing is about as
fun as it gets!
We are extremely thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as Advanced
Water Engineering, Intracoastal Brewing, Keron LLC, West Marine, the crews of Goin' Deep, Esprit, Ginny II
and Santarella, Vanderveer Properties, the Williams, Brasselton and Heinen families.

(Continued from page 3)

Carolina and Louisiana and the Dominican Republic. He is currently retired and lives in Brevard County. He
owns a 32 ft Island Packet named Lady Ann.
Glenn shares his life with Deborah Backiel. She fell in love with water as a young girl. She loves the outdoors
and then one day she sailed on the Indian River and landed at Captains Hiram’s. She feel in love with the
nautical life. She has a Hobie Cat named Porcelina. She met Glenn while he was living on his sailboat, and
sailing became their special time together. She has become an adequate first mate and has grounded her life
with Glenn in it. Deborah works as the Director of Customer service for Radial, a customer service contact
center.
In a song by "Smashing Pumpkins" is a verse that says "seashells hissing lullabies and whispers fathomed
deep inside my own hidden thoughts and alibis". I contemplated this verse while reading Debbie's bio. I am
glad she shared it, and I am looking forward to getting to know Glenn and Debbie better. They are being
sponsored by Carol Mairs and Chuck & Betsy Baird.
Contact the membership committee at mycmembership@melbourneyachtclub.com if you want to volunteer
before we tap you on the shoulder.
Our current membership count is
Resident = 151, Non-Resident = 20, Corinthian = 7, Emeritus = 3, Junior Resident = 7, Provisional = 1,
Extended Provisional = 0, Honorary = 9

Charlotte Parker / Membership Director
February 2018
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House
The House Committee had a fairly quiet past month, but continued to make progress on the MYC campus.
Some of the projects underway or in the planning stages include: planning for the paving of the tire store
parking lot and repair/painting of the wall on the back side of the lot. Plans are underway for repair of the
fencing on the front of the club building along with the fence that blocks the view of the A/C units and
propane tank. Another big project is the ongoing repair to the deck. We will be asking for some support for
the projects soon. It would be great to get them out of the way before summer heat sets in.

Dean Butler / House

Fleet
Good times at Melbourne Yacht Club! Last month we had the Hangover Regatta, two Rum Races, three
Small Boat Sundays, a Fleet Committee meeting attended by 18 people, and four local boats sailed in the
Lauderdale to Key West Race. So much more to come.
Our webmaster, Brent Saunders, is working to make the “On The Water” page of MYC’s website the GO
TO place to see any and all information about MYC Racing and Cruising. All race results and sailing status
should be posted on the site. It is a work in progress, but you will like it as it is.
MYC has lined up a number of members to serve as Principal Race Officers to support all the racing we
plan for this year. Along those same lines, Will Moore is heading a Sailing Rules Committee. It is formed to
assure a Protest Committee will be available for our regattas, but more importantly it is formed to give MYC
a resource for educating and promoting sailing. Often you hear sailors saying they don’t want to race
because the rules are too complicated. This committee will be THE resource to question and clarify what
may happen on the water. For example, I was in a protest at an away regatta. I called Will and he helped
me put my defense together and present my reasoning at the protest meeting. It was an invaluable
resource.
Page Proffitt and Tom Knowlton will be keeping MYC abreast of all things cruising in this area and in the
Bahamas. We will be offering a seminar to answer questions on what and how while cruising.
The Key Largo has multiple mechanical issues. It is presently at Aqua Tech Marine in Palm Bay being
serviced and will be back in use at MYC by the end of February.
A preliminary planning meeting for the Spring Regatta has taken place. PLEASE NOTE that Big Boat
Regatta will be the first, on April 14 and 15, while the Small Boat Regatta will be on April 21 and 22. The Big
Boat Regatta will have two PHRF Fleets and a J24 One Design Fleet. For the Small Boat Regatta, we are
expecting Sunfish, Lasers, Aeros, Portsmouth Classes on one circle and a second circle with 420s, O’pen
Bics and Optimists. Dinner and entertainment will take place each Saturday. Unfortunately, our Spring
Regatta conflicts with other Big Boat sailing around Florida. I am sorry that I was not able to correct that, but
you know we have the better regatta.
Dragon Point Racing is being hosted by Indian River Yacht Club. The J24s are out in numbers and it has
been a lot of fun. I appreciate Sleighride and Chaser, but we do need more participation in the PHRF Fleet.
IRYC has put together some great race management so come out and enjoy the competition.
I have changed the date of the Fall Regattas back to the traditional time of month; this year we’ll have a
“Race Week” from the 20th of October to the 28th. Stay tuned for all the activities that will be taking place.
You can stay current with what is happening in MYC’s Fleet on the “On The Water” page of the MYC
website.

Dave Noble, Rear Commodore/Fleet
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Entertainment
I wanted to thank the General Membership for electing me Entertainment Director for 2018.
There is a need to engage new members and members who have not yet had the opportunity
to volunteer, not only with Entertainment events, but activities all around the club. With
everyone working together, we CAN make 2018 a year to remember for all facets of the MYC
way of life.
Our first event of the year was the “Souper Bowl’ Party on February 4th. A crab soup (1st) and two chili dishes
(2nd and 3rd) were voted “Best All Around”. The winners received bar chits for their efforts. A big thank you goes
to Bar and Kitchen for providing the paper supplies and bar chits. I’d like to thank everyone who brought a dish
to share and those who stepped up to wash dishes, put chairs and tables away and take out the trash, etc.
Ross Herbert ran the Score Squares with Katie Laing, Page Proffitt, and Del Wiese winning the first 3 quarters.
The person who would have won 4th place was not in attendance at the end of the game so the prize went to
the Sailing Education Program. The proceeds were turned over to the MYC Treasurer at the General Meeting
on February 7.
Our First Entertainment Meeting was well attended on Thursday, February 1. An overview of activities that
Entertainment is usually in charge of during the year was presented to the committee and discussed.
•

The Birthday Celebration on first TGIF of the month Birthday Celebration seems to be going over well.
People appreciate being remembered in their birthday month, and receive a a snack and a free drink from
the bar.

•

Spaghetti Dinners were served at TGIF the Friday before Valentine’s Day.

•

At TGIF on March 9th we will serve a limited number of St. Patrick’s Day Dinners at 6:30 pm, first come,
first served

•

Rosemary Barton graciously agreed to chair the Small Boat Regatta Dinner in April.

•

We are looking for several people to plan and execute a Mother’s Day Brunch on May 13th. Please let Gail
know if you would like to be on this Committee.

•

There will be a Burn-it on Father’s Day, June 17th.

•

Brad Helin graciously agreed to chair the July 4th Barbeque again this year.

•

Carol Mairs graciously agreed to chair the Orphan’s Thanksgiving luncheon again this year.

•

Entertainment will be assisting Fleet with appetizers for The Mermaid School on November 29th.

•

We are in the process of hiring the Swingtimers Vocal Trio, through the Melbourne Municipal Band, for the
Annual Christmas Party. We need someone to chair this event.

•

We also need a chairperson and theme for New Year’s Eve.

•

Several other activities/and party events are being investigated further -- more information to come. We are
off to a good start, but we need YOUR support.

Gail Martin / Entertainment

February 2018
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Mid-February 2018 – early April 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Small Boat
2-5 pmTrop
Rock
Bar Opens
at 2pm

19

20

21

22

23

24

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

Commodore’s
Ball

25

26

2

3

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

5

Small Boats
Bar Opens
at 2pm
11

12

Rum Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
18

19

26

Easter

8

TGIF
Birthdays!
Bar opens
at 5pm

6

7

8

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

General
Membership
Meeting at
6:30 PM

13
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

14

15

16
TGIF
6:30 pm St
Patty’s Dinner
Bar opens
at 5pm

17

20

21

22

23

24

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

12 noon
Dragon Point
Women’s Race

30

31

27

28

29

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Rum Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
April 1

March 1

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Small Boats
Bar Opens
at 2pm

25

28

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Rum Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
4

27

2

3
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

9

10

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

5 pm
Sailing Ed’s
Dinner & a Movie

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm
4
General
Membership
Meeting at
6:30 PM

5

6
Rum Race
TGIF
Birthdays!
Bar opens
at 5pm

7
12 noon
Dragon Point
Coed Race
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We also need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.

February 2018

9

Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

FIRST
CLASS
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

MAIL

February 24, 2018
Commodore’s Ball
March 2, 2018
March Birthday Celebration
March 10, 2018
Sailing Education’s
Dinner and a Movie
March 16, 2018
St Patrick’s Day Dinner
April 6, 2018
April Birthday Celebration
April 14-15, 2018
MYC Big Boat Regatta
April 21-22, 2018
MYC Small Boat Regatta
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