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SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 8th

MYC Square Dance and Dinner
6 pm Dinner
7 pm – 9 pm Square Dance
with “Professional Caller”
Just $15 per person
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Commodore’s Log
Over the past couple of Small Boat Sundays, I have taken out one
of the Club’s 420s and participated in the racing. These are fun,
well-run events, thanks to Dave Noble and his Fleet Committee,
and they are competitive races too. We’d like to see more
members participating. It’s a great way to spend a Sunday
afternoon. If you don’t have a small boat, you can take out one of
the Club’s 420s – they are pretty easy to sail.
Last month I discussed the need for a long-term roadmap. The Board and the LRPC committee have started
this process by creating an initial strategic plan, consisting of a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats) analysis of our club, strategies that will drive our decisions, and operational plans that implement
the strategies. Once we have the strategic plan in a little better shape, we will share with the membership to
review and provide input. It will be critical for the membership to provide comments to ensure we are meeting
the needs of the club and its members.
You will see a couple of significant physical changes around the club over the next few weeks. The Board has
been actively addressing several infrastructure needs. Three new A/C units will be installed in mid-July to
replace the current A/C units. The old units have been warriors for the club. They were installed in 1994 — an
amazing 22 years of service! A lot of work has been done to keep them running (thanks Dean Butler!), but it is
time to make this change. The kegerator will also be replaced in mid-July. It is a key tool to keeping the bar
operational and profitable, and the Bar Directors have been nursing it along over the past couple of years.
While there are costs to replace these items, they will help to keep the MYC the club we expect and want it to
be.

Gregg Kowalski / Commodore

Vice Commodore / Grog Locker
Our kegerator will be replaced in the next week or so with a new
eight tap unit, with two additional selections on draft, allowing us to
bring in some specialty brews on a rotating basis. Please email me
in the next two weeks with your suggestions for additional brews
you’d like to have on draft. . Some thoughts: A hard cider? A brew
we already have in bottles? Something from a local brewery?
I’m going back to the grind next week; Page Proffitt has stepped up (again) to help get the old unit out and to
prepare the bar area for the delivery of the new unit. Once the new unit is installed, our distributor will come to
set it up for service. Page will surely need some help, so please be ready to assist if you can. We’re going to
try to work this to minimize any downtime for draft beers.
I convinced the band I play with, The Hemmingways, to play at the
club during and after the rum race on June 29th. The race was
canceled due to weather, but we had fun playing for the few folks that
were around. The band enjoyed the opportunity and would gladly
return if you’re interested.
At our July 4th celebration, I got a request for a particular liquor that we
do not currently stock but can certainly add. If any members have any
particular item they’d like to enjoy at the club, please email me on that
as well and we’ll see what we can do.
And how about coming down to the clubhouse on a Saturday
night? To test the waters, the Bar Committee will open the bar on July
14th, and a few more Saturdays. Let me know how you like it.
The Hemingways played at MYC on June 29th

2

Sean Freeman / Vice Commodore / Bar & Kitchen
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Fleet
Half the year is done, and we have so much more racing and sailing to do.
The Spring Rum Race Series has concluded. The winners in the racing Fleet were
Commodore Gregg Kowalski followed by Dave Nesbitt. In the Racer/Cruiser Division Jerry
Ross edged out Hasty Miller, while in the Cruiser Division Pat Lambert finished ahead of
Kevin Villa. Summer Series Race #1 was canceled due to weather and lack of participation.
The Father’s Day race had nine participants. Brad Stovers’ pictures, below, leave no doubt it was a tie
between Slot Machine, with Commodore Gregg Kowalski at the helm, and Epic, sailed by David Nesbitt.
Instead of a chug-a-war to determine the winner, they received a Father’s Day tie to remember the day.

June Small Boat racing had two Sundays of gorgeous weather. The 420 fleet has had a resurgence, being the
dominant presence on the water. Will Moore has done a grand job convincing participants that sailing is more
fun than yard work.
The MYC’s Rum Race marks have been filed with the USCG and are in the review cycle. All three marks have
been colored yellow to satisfy the PATON application. Hasty Miller has been instrumental in getting the Marks
to be color coordinated. Yes, we know the Orange mark was so much easier to see, but there is this thing we
need to follow called USCG regulations.
The Key Largo’s engine has had a few more issues; by the time you read this they will have been corrected.
Please remember to contact the Fleet Chairman if an issue arises so that repairs can be scheduled and
completed. If I don’t know there is a problem, it most likely will stay a problem.
What is about to happen in MYC sailing.
The Full Moon Regatta is scheduled for Saturday, July 28th. The NOR can be found on the MYC web page on
the “On the Water” tab.
New on the Calendar: the MYC Dinghy Championship! On Sunday, September 2nd, we will be having the MYC
Dinghy Championship. More information will be posted on the MYC web page. Please offer your help to Will
Moore. To give you the opportunity learn the 420 sailboat and to practice for the Championship, we are
introducing Wednesday Night Racing at MYC. Beginning on Wednesday, July 18th and continuing
every Wednesday until the Dinghy Championship on Labor Day Weekend, come for rigging tips at 5 pm, and
race starts at 6 pm. Note that the General Meeting is on Wednesday, August 1st, so we may have to alter our
schedule slightly.
The Fall Regatta is not too far away. The first planning meeting will be on Tuesday, July 17th. I am looking for
ten sponsors to cover the cost to have a Volvo Ocean Racing skipper make a presentation at the Club -- it ain’t
cheap. If you have a small business that you would like recognized at the Fall Race Week, please contact Dave
Noble to sponsor the talk or some other aspect of the regatta. Also, we will have three days of racing PHRF
boats, awards for “Sailor of the Week”, “Boat of the Week” and daily prizes. I need a publicity person -- does
anyone know someone at Today Publications?
I’m still looking for someone to step up to volunteer for the Sunfish Regatta in November.
Let me know If you have attended an away regatta. I’d like to keep the Club up on our members’ activities.

Dave Noble, Rear Commodore / Fleet
July 2018
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It's Hurricane Season!
Here are some on-line resources you might find useful.
• BoatUS Preparing Boats Marinas for Hurricanes PDF
• BoatUS Hurricane Guides

Observations from the Hurricane Irma
These remarks are reprinted from last September’s Tell-tale.
They were provided by Page Profitt, who walked the docks during Hurricane Matthew. He was not able to do the same during
Hurricane Irma, which was much more powerful, making it impossible to get close enough to the boats to check the lines.
1. Make sure the eye end of the line is on the boat, and the adjustment is on the dock, so that someone could adjust the boat
without getting on board, which is much too dangerous!
2. Tie to piling where ever possible; cleats can come loose.
3. Take off all sails, biminis and dodgers. Roller furling headsails can be tattered and blown apart.
4. Don’t use old dacron sheet lines to tie up. Dacron is designed not to stretch, which puts a strain on all connecting points.
5. Double tie your boat. Page used 15 separate lines on his boat, which saved it from damage. Also think of the
rising water. The connection point on your boat will rise; this time it was more than five feet and could have
been much more. Keep your lines long by cross tying where possible.
Remember, you are not just saving your boat, but all the boats your boat could take out by coming loose!

Hurricane Preparation Lessons Learned, November 2004
The following was written by Jack Bibb after Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne in 2004. You can always find it
on the MYC website, at Hurricane Prep Discussion. You’ll need your MYC username and password. The document is under Web Documents\Forms\Docks.
Following is a list of things you can do to your boat to make it better able to withstand hurricane force winds
while tied up at MYC docks.
1. FACE NORTH TO EAST - In the Melbourne area hurricane force winds will come from the north and east
most of the time. Tie your boat facing north to east so the bow will be into the prevailing wind. If this is not possible, be sure you have adequate dock lines on the north & east, and adequate fenders to the south and west.
Although we are extremely well protected from south and west winds, Jeanne and Francis proved south winds
can damage boats.
2. CLEARANCE - If your boat normally lies one foot or less from a dock or another boat, RE-TIE IT so there is
adequate clearance for your boat to move side to side and front to back in the slip.
3. CAUTION - Make sure that ALL lines are accessible so that MYC’s Good Samaritans who watch over boats
and docks can adjust them easily if necessary. Preferred method of tying to a pole is twice around finished
with 2 or 3 half hitches. Just to be sure they won’t slip free, finish cleat knots with 2 half hitches.
4. BOW & STERN LINES - Assuming your boat is facing approximately to windward, there should be lines
running from your bow cleat to both sides to hold it squarely in your slip. DOUBLE UP these bow lines to help
stop the violent side-to-side motion caused by the high winds. Do the same for the stern lines. The second
lines should be tied slightly looser than the main bow & stern lines to allow for rising water.
5. SPRING LINES - Run from a windward piling or dock to a cleat as far to the opposite end of the boat as
possible. Make these lines as long as possible so they can stretch and act as shock absorbers. This eases
the wind gust shock loads on the pilings as well as the boat. All boats at MYC docks should have at least one
(Continued on page 5)
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Dock Notes
June was another big month for the Dock Committee. Hasty Miller, working with Page Proffitt
and Bob Hughes, announced completion of the condo gate project. The gate is now fully
functional. Please thank these gentlemen for their efforts if you get a chance. I am certain a
cold beer or soft drink at the bar would go a long way toward recognizing their extra effort.
All wet slips and dry storage spaces are currently occupied. Rob Van Name is collecting the required
registration and insurance paperwork from wet slip holders. If you are one of the six slackers, please get your
information to Rob ASAP or risk public humiliation and possible keelhauling by your neighbors.
Harry Stapor continues with the tough and tiresome task of updating our dock policy. In April, the Board
approved new procedures for filling slips, captured as a series of easy-to-understand flow charts. Harry has
drafted policy content that is being reviewed by the Dock Committee. Once the Committee has approved the
written procedure, it will be submitted for Board approval. This should be wrapped up by end of August, if not
sooner. The updated dock policy will be placed on the MYC website.
Jack & Jacki Leahy, our acting Dock Masters, continue to work behind the scenes to ensure that our
members are well accommodated. This past July 4th, we were happy to have Gary Briand on the T-Dock to
enjoy the protection of the harbor, MYC facilities, and close proximity to the fireworks. Jack also supports
many of the dock troubleshooting activities. Recently, we have had some electrical issues and possible
electrolysis concerns on or around the West Dock. Jack is actively working with Grant Ball and Al Waschka
to assess this concern. We will report on any outcomes of this assessment when complete.
It’s hurricane season again! Please keep an eye on named storms and be ready to prepare your property in
accordance with our established guidelines.

Dave Nesbitt / Dock Director
Hurricane Season (Continued from page 4)

spring line; TWO SPRING LINES must be rigged for hurricane force winds. Again, just to be sure, tie two
spring lines from both bow and stern.
6. EXTRA LINES - Leave extra dock lines in an UNLOCKED lazarette in case they are needed later.
7. CHAFING GEAR - Make sure lines running thru chocks are protected with rubber hose or commercially
available chafe protectors. Chafed dock lines could cause your boat to break loose if not taken care of
8. DOCK LINE SIZE - Use nylon dock lines. For boats 25' or less, 3/8" is barely adequate. For boats 25' to
35’, 1/2" dock line is adequate. For 35' to 44', use 5/8" to 3/4"
9. ALLOW FOR RISING WATER - At our docks normal water levels fluctuate about 1-1/2 ft. In heavy storms
and hurricanes, the water level can rise as much as 1-1/2 ft. ABOVE the dock deck. Make all your dock lines
as long as practical so your boat can rise with the water and not be "held down" by too short lines.
10. SAILS – REMOVE ALL ROLLER FURLING JIBS AND MAINS before the wind rises. Jibs will unfurl and rip
apart and mains will come loose and be destroyed as well. Both cause too much windage if left in place.
11. BIMINIS - REMOVE THEM! Or at least fold them down and lash them securely. Also, remove anything
that can flap, rattle or vibrate, including dinghies. High winds will destroy or remove ANYTHING loose.
12. BOOMS - Lash to deck or rig a triangle bridle from end of boom to cleats or stanchions on stern quarters.
13. FUEL, BATTERIES – You should have at least a half-full tank, and your batteries should be charged so
that if you do have to make a run for cover somewhere else, these essentials won’t cause a last minute panic.
14. ANCHORS – Again – just in case – have at least two GOOD anchors aboard, with chafing gear, ready for
use, with at least 100’ of 1/2” line on each with a minimum of 15 ft. of chain.
15. DOCK POWER – Must be turned off before the water level reaches the stringers under the dock decking.
16. REMEMBER McALLISTER'S MAXIM - OVERKILL IS JUST ABOUT RIGHT!
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House
Accomplishments for last month included trimming oak limbs that were overhanging the clubhouse, repairing
the fasteners that hold the hurricane panels over the clubhouse windows, repairing and refurbishing the lawn
mower, and collecting bids and planning for the air conditioning upgrade. The new air conditioner units are
scheduled to be installed on July 16th, 17th and 18th. The next item, one that is becoming critical, is further work
on the back deck. Some of the boards are in pretty bad shape and need, at least, some repair.

Dean Butler / House Director

Membership
The Membership Committee presented four new resident membership applicants in June.
Since then, we have met with prospective members, but we don't have any new applicants to
present this month.
I am happy to see our new members are volunteering along with our seasoned members.
This is a great way to get to know people at the Club.
Sadly for us, Kim Garrett is relocating with Northrup Grumman out of area. We hope her path will bring her
back to us someday in the future.
Our current membership totals are as follows: Resident = 153, Non-Resident = 18, Corinthian = 5, Emeritus =
3, Junior Resident = 7, Honorary = 9 Total = 195
Charlotte Parker / Membership Director

Invitation from the 420 Fleet
If you’ve made it for any of the recent Small Boat Sundays, then you’ve
seen that the 420s have been out racing again! We’ve had great turnout
and a whole bunch of people have gotten a chance to have a good time in
one of most fun boats at the club. While we’ve had all seven of the 420s on
the water at once, we haven’t yet had to turn anyone away (I’d rather do
rotations), so if you’re interested in joining the good times come on out.
If you have a ton of racing experience, great! We’d love to have you on the
line.

A 420 at the 2018 MYC Spring Small
Boat Regatta

Don’t have much time racing? That’s okay too! If you’re nervous about getting started in racing, this is a great setting for getting the feel for it. Give me
a call, email, or just pull me aside at the club one day and I’ll walk you
through what you need to know. We all show up a bit before noon on Small
Boat Sundays and start rigging the boats, so someone will be there to help
you get started if you’re not familiar with the 420s.

Or come down for Wednesday Night Racing at MYC, beginning on Wednesday, July 18th and continuing every Wednesday until the Dinghy Championship on Labor Day Weekend: rigging tips at 5 pm, race starts at 6
pm. We may have to alter our schedule for the General Meeting on Wednesday, August 1st.
The next Small Boat Sunday is on July 22nd. Hope to see you then!
Will Moore
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Entertainment
We had several social events during June. At TGIF on the 8th, we celebrated members with
June birthdays. On Thursday, June 14th, 25 of us met at The Oaks Theater to see the new
movie, “Adrift”. The Father’s Day Burn-it on Sunday, June 17th was well attended, following the
Fleet-sponsored race. Del Wiese once again made his famous Cincinnati Chili to the delight of
the 27 people who attended the June 27th Wednesday lunch.
The Entertainment Committee met on Tuesday, June 19th. If you’d like to get involved planning, organizing or
volunteering at our Entertainment activities, please let me know, or come ahead to our next meeting.
July 4th rang in with thunder rumbling and some light rain, but they did not dampen the spirits of Brad Helin and
friend “Boston” Dan, who took charge and headed the smoker brigade. Tents were set up over the grill and its
crew and equipped with TV and fan. The sweet smell of ribs and chicken in the smoker in the MYC parking lot
was the best. I’d like to give a special shout out to Page & Claudia Proffitt, who set up the tables and chairs
and decorated the clubhouse. Page was also at the club early on the 4th to help set up the smoker and unload
the ribs and chicken that Gail Martin picked up that morning. People stayed on to view the Melbourne fireworks
from the Club deck or from boats out in the river. Once again, we had a sellout crowd, serving 139 dinners with
all the trimmings. We had a fantastic volunteer response for prep, serving, kitchen clean-up, table and chair
takedown, trash detail, etc. MYC is a volunteer club, and we once again showed that many hands make for a
lighter load. Thank you, everyone, for stepping up and helping out. We couldn’t have done it without YOU.
By the time you read this newsletter, we will have celebrated birthdays at TGIF on July 6th. Don’t miss out on
August’s birthday celebration on Friday, August 3rd.
July 25th brings another Wednesday lunch from 11:30 to 12:30. John & Gail Martin will host.
Save the date! We’re planning a square dance and dinner on Saturday, September 8th – watch for details.

Gail Martin / Entertainment Director
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Mid-June 2018 – Early August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

July 15

16

17

18

19

21

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm

20
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

24

25
MYC Lunch
11:30 to 12:30
420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm

26

27
Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

28
Full Moon
Regatta 6pm
Bar open 6pm
to ???

31

August 1

2

3

4

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

General
Meeting
at 6:30pm
420 Racing?

TGIF
August
Birthdays!
Bar opens
at 5pm

12-3 pm
Dragon Point
Women’s
Race

7
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

8

10

11

Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

12-3 pm
Dragon Point
Co-Ed Race

17

18

Bar Opens
At 2pm

22

23

Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
29
Bar Opens
at 2pm

5

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am
30
Board
Meeting
at 6pm
6

Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
12

13

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

Bar Opens
at 2pm
19

20

Small Boat
Racing
Bar Opens
at 2pm
26
Bar Opens
at 2pm

8

14

21
Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

27

9

420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm
15

16

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm
22

23

420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm

28

29

Arts n'
Crafts Crew
10am

420 Tips 5 pm
420 Racing
6pm

30

24
Rum Race
TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm

25
12-3 pm
Dragon Point
Double-handed
Race

31

Sept 1

TGIF
Bar opens
at 5pm
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We are looking for club members who are willing to help with our Tell-Tale newsletter.
We will provide the training and the software. We also need proof readers.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.
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Mystery Burgee
Do you know which Yacht
Club this burgee represents?
If you do, please provide the
following to our club secretary:
Burgee Represents: <Club>
Burgee From: <Location>
Burgee Donation date:
Burgee Donor: <Name>
MYC Donor: <Name>
Burgee History:<Short text
paragraph about how the burgee was donated>

FIRST
CLASS
The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

MAIL

MYC will try opening the bar on
Saturday evenings starting July 14.
July 28, 2018
6 pmto Midnight
Full Moon Regatta
August 4, 2018
12 noon to 3 pm
Dragon Point Women’s Race
August 11, 2018
12 noon to 3 pm
Dragon Point Co-Ed Race
August 25, 2018
12 noon to 3 pm
Dragon Point Double-Handed Race
September 2, 2018
MYC Dinghy Championship
September 8, 2018
6 pm to 9 pm
Square Dance and Dinner
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