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Melbourne Yacht Club and Eau Gallie Yacht club teamed-up to host the
Mercedes-Benz of Melbourne J24 Midwinter Championships, February
27 – March 1. Overall the event was a resounding success. Thirty-three
teams competed in brisk conditions, and all legs of all eight races were
needed to determine the winner. From the J/24 Class Association
Update: “A victory by Tony Parker's Bangor Packet in the final contest,
coupled with a U-Flag penalty for leader Mike Ingham's Nautalytics,
gave Parker with crew Will Bomar, Emmet Todd, Zeke Horowitz and
James Niblock the title. Bangor Packet recorded only top-four scores
throughout the three-day event, and finished with 18 net points, one
better than John Mollicone's Buckaroo/New England Ropes. Mollicone
started slowly on Friday, but then notched five finishes in the top three
(including a pair of bullets) to nearly capture the Championship. Ingham
claimed the third position overall with 20 points, and Keith Whittemore's
Furio was just another point behind in fourth.
"It was one of the tightest regattas we have ever sailed," said Parker.
"The regatta was won on the final leeward leg. It was fun and
challenging, and any of the top six boats could have won. We had a
terrific team with Zeke, James, Will and Emmet. They performed
brilliantly."”
From race committee chairman Pat Lambert: “Completing eight races
over three days in the [challenging] weather conditions with an
exceptionally experienced and aggressive field of sailors was no small
task. Managing what I termed this "controlled chaos" was no small task
as well. But by Sunday afternoon your race committee completed an
effort that the Melbourne Yacht Club can be proud of. In case you were
not counting, we had 19 race committee volunteers on the water each
day.”
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Commodore’s Log
How do I start, but by saying Thank You.
All the Melbourne Yacht Club members who stepped forward and
volunteered to participate in what may be considered the most
complex (or could have been) event ever to take place at MYC. The Mercedes-Benz
2020 J24 Midwinter Championships consisted of 35 boats (33 sailed) with 5 man
crews each. That is 175 sailors from 5 different countries and from as far as the PNW of the US. 11 Teams with
professional sailors on board and 22 Corinthian teams. 5 boats had current or former World Champions sailing.
What a great field of competition. The venue on the Indian River north of the Eau Gallie Causeway could not
have worked out better, the winds mainly out of the NW allowed Race Management to set 1.22 mile windward
legs. With the shifting stiff breezes - leads changed, always in question on who was going to be champion.
The Regatta planning started over 6 months prior, venues needed to be secured and Notice of Race published.
At that time I had no idea that I was to chair the event, but we did know that Pat Lambert would handle all the
racing attributes (west of the bulkhead), but so many other things needed to be settled. The biggest challenge
was where to launch the boats. The original plan was to utilize MYC’s campus and hire a crane. Peter Fischel
arranged for the crane and determined the logistical means. Eau Gallie Yacht Club agreed to moor the boats
and offer a dinner, MYC was to host the Saturday Night Dinner. Meanwhile Mercedes-Benz of Melbourne
agreed to donate a substantial sum, which was the only way we could afford to perform the launching.
Registrations started coming in and it was becoming evident this was becoming a bigger event than in the past.
Michelle Jennings managed the crew housing which more and more teams were taking advantage of, only
because of the hospitality of MYC members did this work.

Did you enjoy the Commodore's Ball, so much so that you would like to have it again at the Tides next year? It
took quite the effort to finalize festivities and there are a few people who need to be recognized for the good
time. Lois Scalise came from the great white north to organize and finalize the menu, to assure the numbers
worked out and for the hall to look as good as it did. Ann Knowlton helped with the menu selection and the
table set up and decoration, while Amy Lacy's name cards directed you to your seating. Ross Herbert and
Angela Lambert created and printed the invitations. While Ross was MYCs official photographer, and
Angela was one of the Greeters as you entered the room. My wife Lisa Noble, was also a Greeter; however,
she started the process by selecting the venue and arranged for J&N Entertainment. Thank you all for putting
the time and effort into showing, Past Commodore Sean Freeman, what a great job he did last year.
The plan to launch at MYC was sound, however the burden was going to be just too much on the members
and the campus, FIT agreed to the use of their properties, but I was becoming worried. I approached the
Anchorage Yacht Basin for help in launching, the proximity to EGYC was so beneficial to the sailors, however
the toll was too high. Telemar Bay Marina, with their reputation, did not seem to be considered, I went and
(Continued on page 4)

House
During the month of February, just as I thought there might be a slight
reprieve from house repairs, thing started to break. During December
and January, we replaced the horrid cracking showers in the outside
bathrooms. Not to be outdone the inside bathrooms wanted some
attention so one of the toilets in each of the men’s and women’s
bathroom needed repairs. A toilet seat in the woman’s bathroom
broke and needed to be replaced and the men’s toilet tank gasket started to leak. Jack Leahy, Dean Butler and
I mopped up, found the leak and fixed it good as new.
The electric gate to the lower parking lot experienced some trauma when John Drawe accidently ran into the
gate while pulling a trailer. John was so gracious and felt badly that he hired a welder and the gate was
straightened out and welded. The gate was fixed better than new. Unrelated to the gate mishap, a week later
the electronics on the gate started to malfunction causing the gate not to close. Bob Hughes came out to help
diagnose the problem, and it turned out to be one of the electric photo eyes that detects car movement was
(Continued on page 3)
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(House, continued from page 2)

corroded and needed to be replaced. The part was ordered and I installed it with the help of Jack Leahy and
Mel Ford. Bob Hughes came the next day to wire it up. The gate needless to say is now fully
operational and should last years to come. We might give a coat of paint on the next volunteer day.
Speaking of volunteer day, we did conduct one of sorts on February 22 to get the club ready for the J24 event.
On February 29 the J24 crowd came to our club to have dinner. The feedback I got was the club looked
fantastic and presented its rustic self well, just as an old yacht club should. We were going to trim and clean up
the annex parking lot but Jack Leahy had gotten out there and did that before the volunteer day so that allowed
us to concentrate on the grounds and parking lot around the club. Sean Freeman brought his power washer
and cleaned out the back deck and stairs. The oak tree dropping its leaves and migrating robins stopping by
and doing their thing has been wreaking havoc on the deck. The rest of the crew weeded, raked and spread
mulch and gave the club some much needed curb appeal. Again, a big thanks to all that came out and helped.
Sean Freeman
Leigh Flemming
Ross Herbert

Tim Williams
Pat Stadt
Dean Butler

Jack Leahy
Jim Gibson
Larry Ethridge

Brenda Spletter
Dean Butler
Dave Noble

Peter Fischel
Art Crocker

I’ve scheduled the next Volunteer day for May 2, a Saturday morning. I’ll have a new list of items to get done
including raking more leaves. So in the event you missed this one you can join the fun in May.
One last thing to mention, security. Security should be everyone’s responsibility at the club. When leaving the
club make sure doors are closed, latched and locked behind you, especially if you are the last one leaving or
the only one there. We have had incidents out in the parking lot and as you know the neighborhood is not in
the best area. We have installed security cameras covering the main entrances as a deterrent to anyone that
might be lurking around. Thanks to all who have helped keep the MYC clubhouse looking good and I look
forward to working with all of you again this coming year.

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore

Grog Locker
February chit sales were $3777.00, helped significantly by the J-24
Midwinters, when we sold $1242.50 on Saturday night.
The new box wines have received generally favorable reviews, so we
may try to phase out some of our Coastal wines. If your usual order is
one of the Coastal wines – Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio, or White Zinfandel, ask for
a sample of the new ones and let me know what you think.

We have a few new bar committee members, but there is still room for more. Let me know if you would like to
join. New members are Jim Gibson, Pat Stadt, and Dick Tillman.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about the new wines), please
contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is
(321) 794-7040.

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar
March 2020
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(Commodores Log, Continued from page 2)

proposed the concept and they said yes, with a fair price at that. Pat Stadt volunteered to organize the effort
and what an effort it was. He did so well, Telemar Bay Marina will welcome us back anytime, any event.
The dinner at EGYC was big, awards were presented to the top amateur teams of each of the daily races.
Saturday, it was MYC’s turn to host the competitors and committees to a dinner. Lois Scalise put a team
together unaware what a task it was to be. The dinner was great, the Bar even better.
When all the racing was done, the J24s hauled (27 in 3hrs), the awards presented - Tony Parker was crowned
Champion of the Mercedes-Benz of Melbourne 2020 J24 Midwinter Championships. It does not end there.
Days following the event e-mail threads started generating comments and accolades from almost all the
participants. The replies were glorious, never had I seen response to a regatta like what was happening. 7
days later, I am still receiving praises on how well the regatta was run. What most impressed me though is the
top sailors and officers of the J24 Class recognized the membership of Melbourne Yacht Club stating that it is
“a sailor’s club.”
SO once again, I thank you one and all of Melbourne Yacht Club for being the “sailor’s club“ you are.
My thanks go out to. Tom Maliszko, General Manager of Eau Galiie Yacht Club, Brett Snyder , Dock Master of
EGYC, Bruce and Carol Hess for registration, along with Jon and Edy Williams who also hosted the Shrimp
and Suds dinner at EGYC. EGYC member Mr. Roach donated Saturday’s breakfast for all the sailors. The
whole EGYC staff and members, thank you for welcoming us and allowing for this event to continue. Shay
Rowe and his Mercedes of Melbourne franchise generosity, is the only way this event could have happened.
Donna Edwards thank you for your efforts.
Pat Lambert and his RC team (see Pat’s write up) pulled off the best sailing regatta in Central Florida - ever.
Prior planning and working with an experienced team, the challenging conditions were of no match. Eight
lengthy races with few protests, sent 33 J24 teams home, satisfied if not thrilled with the long weekend of
competition. Five judges supported the Regatta, but with so few “encounters” their time was mostly spent
quizzing each other (something judges do in their spare time) Thank You Chief Judge Mike Dawson, Will
Moore, David Ottaviani, Herb Larabee and Jerry Thompson
Launching the boats at Telemar Bay Marina was organized by Pat Stadt The launching of 29 boats over 3
days went smooth enough, it was the hauling of all the boats within 3 hours that was Pat’s extraordinary
accomplishment. Organization of the trailers and logistic layout allowed for a seamless process. Pat’s team
consisted of Connor Cassidy who also loaned his Jeep, Michelle Jennings, Phil Scalise, Simon Koumjian,
Valery Taylor, Page Proffitt
Registration at EGYC was aligned by Tom Knowlton and Karen Van der Meyden, along with the EGYC team
the process was smooth. Pam Crocker assured all transactions were recorded and Mary Beth Crawley helped
out.
Dinner at MYC Saturday night was the largest dinner serving to ever take place. 240 dinners were served, to
160 sailors. The day’s tough sailing conditions I’m sure were the cause of so many “seconds”. Lois Scalise had
her team of Ann Knowlton, Susan Kiser, Lisa Noble ready to go as soon as the sailors arrived and serving
throughout the night. While the Bartenders Chris and Melony did not come up for air till last call. (3 times).
Meanwhile Pam Crocker sat in the corner processing the Credit Cards for over 3 hours. The displayed photos
during dinner were appreciated, thank you Ross Herbert, Pam Stimpson. Pat Reilly and Tom Knowlton for
making it happen.

Dave Noble / Commodore
On a lighter note, some important nautical terms…
Adrift – A method of moving across the water when nothing on your boat works. You normally do not have a lot
of input as to where you are actually going, but you can get there.
Astern – A type of look. Your spouse gives you astern look when you attempt to buy things for your new boat.
Bow – This is what you do in front of your banker when you are asking for more money to spend on your boat.
Compass – A navigational aid that accurately points to the largest metal object on your boat.
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Fleet
Spring has sprung and summer is looming. Its a great time to be on the water and I hope
everyone gets out and enjoys all that Melbourne and MYC have to offer. Here are our
upcoming events for March and early April. Hope to see you out there. This Fleet Report is
being submitted shortly after a tremendous world-class regatta hosted by MYC and EGYC,
the J24 Midwinter Championship. There was substantial support by MYC members as well
as heavy participation by MYC sailors, Race Committee and judges. Our commodore was
the regatta chairman and the event was a huge success. Teams from as far away as
Trinidad, Canada, Great Britain, Texas and New England were all very happy and impressed. Melbourne
sailing really shined. Kudos to all.
The Full Moon Series is alive and well even if this month's race was missed. Sorry for the omission of support
but we will definitely resume the series on Tuesday, April 7th.
Small Boat Sundays continued under the direction of Karen Vander Mayden and have had solid
participation. Though March's first Sunday's racing was cancelled due to the J24 Midwinters, racing resumed
on the 15th with a solid turnout. Dean Butler has the Key Largo running smoothly again and has helped both
our RC and Space Coast Sailing with solid small boat support. He has also been in charge of our buoy
relocation program lately.
Rum Racing continues and enjoys hardy participation. With great appreciation, we bid adieu to Hasty Miller's
excellent management. Turns out, we need three people to tackle all that he did. Del Wiese is handling the
administrative side, Patrick Lambert is running the on-site course management and Larry Ethridge is
coordinating and posting/forwarding the results to the MYC and Sail Space Coast websites. This series will
continue so plan to come on down and get on the water. Additionally, this is a great venue to get newbies out
sailing/racing. Invite some friends to participate. Please remember that Sunday, March 22nd will be the last
Sunday race. Starting Friday, April 3rd, the Rum Races will be on Friday evening with a 6 pm start.
Women's racing has returned to MYC with a vengeance under Suzanne Dunphy's direction and Pat Lambert's
support. The female Dragon Point series is now being run by MYC and has been renamed WOW for "Women
on the Water Series." This is a great chance to get more women out racing in a fun, supportive and
competitive environment so please consider joining the action. The first race is Saturday, March 21st and all
types of boats are welcome. There will be a pre-race briefing at MYC at 1120. Please attend if you'd like to
race or just learn more about the series. The next race is April 4th.
(Continued on page 8)

Membership
With the bills going out for the annual dues we have had a few resignations come in which
show in our Resident number being 138. Currently I have had resignation letters from Jim &
Dolores Miller, Larry & Kim Ritter, Bob Patterson, John & Gail Martin, Tom & Jackie Moor,
David & Sandra Kipp, Doris Jannke, Devaughn Dames and Caroline Shea. This is common
at this time of year.
If you have friends with a sailing or boating interest bring them down to the club and show off what the Melbourne Yacht Club has to offer. Any one on the membership committee would be glad to help show them
around the club.
We do have two new resident applications that I expect to get in the near future if all goes well. We will also be
welcoming in Lisa & Sean Ortiz and their family of three children. Welcome Aboard Lisa and Sean!
Currently at MYC we have 138 Resident members, 15 Non-Resident, 3 Corinthian, 9 Junior Residents and 8
Honorary

Page Proffitt / Membership
March 2020
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Sailing Education
Our club will hold a Spring Break Summer Camp, Monday, March 16 through Friday March
20 using the Opti pram fleet. Children ages 8-13 will learn the basics of sailing in Melbourne
Harbor and if wind permits just outside the harbor. We are in need of at least one adult
volunteer to assist Conner Cassidy each day from 9am to 3pm. You don't need to volunteer
every day...any help you can provide will be greatly appreciated and vital to this program.
Please let friends, neighbors and relatives know about our camp if you believe this may be
of interest to their families. Those interested in enrolling or volunteering should contact Conner Cassidy,
conner@spacecoastsailing.com or myself, Rob Downey, downeystudios@cfl.rr.com and 321-794-2191, so we
can provide further information with basic information offered in our flyer.

Thank you!

Rob Downey / Sailing Education

Entertainment
Events during the month of March:
As of the printing of this, we are still waiting on confirmation from the caterer if they can accommodate our Saint Patrick’s Day party on March 13th. We had some late RSVPs and we
did not make the 50 attendants threshold that the caterer quoted us on. Waiting to hear if
they can accommodate a smaller crowd. Fingers crossed!!

We tried a new system of a digital invite. This is the MOST efficient way to invite 256 people and keep track of
who is coming so as to plan accordingly. If you need help navigating the digital invite system, please reach out
to Kara at MYCentertainment@melbourneyachtclub.com. You can also always email her to let her know you
will be attending an event at the same address. For future events, we will also have a paper sign up sheet if
this is more convenient for you.
Upcoming Events:
On Thursday, March 26th at 6:00 Kara Mathews will be hosting an entertainment meet and greet at MYC for
anyone interested in serving on the entertainment committee. We need folks to:
(Continued on page 8)
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Space Coast Sailing
Chilly and windy days have impacted practice several times this winter. When that happens, the team still has
sailing related educational experiences such as boat rigging, maintenance, videos and games. Also when
conditions are too much for small boat sailing, the team has gone out on bigger boats to be exposed to
another facet of the sport. In addition, several of the team regularly sail in big boat races at MYC where their
skills are in demand.
The Florida East Coast regatta series began on February 16th in Palm Beach and the O’pen Skiff North
American Championships on March 27-29 in Jensen Beach. SCS will send a fairly large contingent of sailors
and a big house has been rented for lodging sailors, coaches and families.
We remain very thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as Southern Pine
Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person, Intracoastal Brewing,
FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Shifting Gears, Goin’ Deep, GinnyII, Vanderveer Properties, Phantom, Sublime,
the Heinen and Côté Families, Firm Options, Santarella, Ferguson’s Automotive and Marine, Long Doggers,
Sailbad the Sinner, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello, CPA.

Phil Spletter / Space Coast Sailing

Dock Notes
Dock Notes will be included in the next issue of Tell-Tales

March 2020
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(Continued from page 6)



Bring some fresh ideas about fun events we can hold at the club



Let us know what events have always been a big hit & which ones were a flop



What party you and a group of friends would like to organize & execute

As of right now, we have the kid’s Christmas party scheduled and is being hosted by Amy Lacy. Other than
that, the calendar is wide open to any fun you have in mind.
If you can’t make it on the 26th, please email Kara with your ideas and planned commitments and she will present them to the group on this evening.
Thanks a million!

Kara Mathews / Entertainment
A Special Note from the Commodore regarding the Coronavirus Pandemic
I appreciate each of you for your advice and guidance in this time of uncertainty. Early this week it was determined to cancel the activities of greater than 10 persons within MYCs clubhouse. This concerned the clubs that
members have created, ie. art club and book club, also the parties that were reserved this month by members. Social gatherings like that of our Friday Happy Hour and Sunday afternoon Bar openings have also been
cancelled. This week is BPS Spring Break and MYC offered a Junior Sailing Session, this remained scheduled
due to the smaller size of the class, the outside proximity, plus the boat's size limits to one student. Other sailing and racing offered at MYC has been tougher to decide if we should continue. Certainly sailing has got to be
great therapy for our discomfort and inconvenience and we should try to promote it. Unfortunately the "racing"
we do, no matter the size of boat we sail, does not work for social distancing. The new WoW (Women on the
Water) program has been cancelled this month and will be reassessed prior to the next scheduled race. The
Rum Race (last of the Winter Series) for Sunday the 22nd is now cancelled. Expect the next Rum Race on Friday, April 3rd to also be cancelled, but this too will be reassessed. The Full Moon Race Series, which is ongoing, will be cancelled in April. What about small boat sailing, Sunday 29th of March? We usually cater to the
singlehand boats, so can that continue? Maybe someone who is bored can set marks and the sailors themselves can decide if they want to sail around them, but do not expect the Bar to be open afterward..
Spring Regatta planning is on hold, we will assess the situation and try to offer some sort of competition if the
environment allows.
The MYC board meeting will remain scheduled on March 30th. The MYC General Meeting scheduled for April
1 is cancelled, this presents a concern since a number of votes need to be made in order for principal committees to continue their input to club operations. If anyone has suggestions to take a vote, please reply.
Assessments of MYCs operations and activities will continue, I ask for your patience and feedback.
I just hate how much this Pandemic is affecting our lives, but with these slight inconveniences I hope that it will
end sooner than later.
The "All MYC" e mail system is having its issues with Spectrum, especially with .cfl.rr.com recipients,
please discuss these concerns with your MYC friends

Dave Noble / Commodore
(Continued from page 5)

Looking forward to April, the MYC Spring Small Boat and Big Boat Regattas are planned for April 18-19 and
April 25-26. NORs will be out shortly. Please make plans to attend these regattas and have a great time.

Peter Fischel / Fleet
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the

PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We need proof readers for the newsletter.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cans and the
Box Tops for Education in the plastic jars located near the door to the back
deck. You can find the Box Tops on many of the items in your pantry and on
some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald collection
site. The Box Tops help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

March 2020
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J24 Midwinter Championship Results

The top five finishers are: 1. Bangor Packet, Anthony Parker, 2-3-[4]-4-3-1-4-1; 18; 2. Buckaroo/New England
Ropes, John Mollicone, [7]-5-5-3-1-2-1-2; 19; 3. Nautalytics, Mike Ingham, 6-2-2-2-2-3-3-[34/UFD]; 20; 4. Furio,
Keith Whittemore, 4-1-1-5-5-[20]-2-3; 21; 5. Tyrus, Kirk Reynolds, 3-4-3-1-4-7-[16]-6; 28.

The complete results are posted at: https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/19848 .
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
All March events are postponed
pending the progress of the Coronavirus Pandemic
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