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Commodore’s
Log
This is not too much fun. I’d like to
thank the members of Melbourne
Yacht Club for heeding to our request of not using the Club House. Vice
Commodore Robert Scott has focused efforts of extra cleaning and
keeping it functional for when we do get the chance to meet again. All is
not lost, I have noticed that some members are using their boats to get
some fresh air yet maintaining the gov’t guidelines of social distancing
and the weather for enjoying the estuary has been delightful, mostly.
Unfortunately, there are several actions needing attention by the
membership this time of year; with the strict social attributes in place we
will need to temporarily delay some actions.
Until we can meet as a membership and take a vote, Paul Henderson
will be the Acting Dock Director. Karen Van der Meyden and Pat Stadt
will also support the LRPC, until their nominations are secured. I would
like to thank everyone who has stepped up to offer help with a new
website construction. Ben Crockett will be leading this charge and I’m
sure will have quite the challenge to get started with the barriers set in
place.
The month of April has always been a busy time at MYC with the new
Board members and committees trying to make an impression and the
christening of the sailing season with the Spring Regatta, the Rum
Race Series moves to Friday nights and Sailing Education lessons amp
up. We will miss these this year, but know once a “back to normal” call
is made MYC will go over and above to welcome everyone back.
During the Brevard Public Schools Spring Break MYC did offer a Junior
Sailing Class, five students participated and if you can measure
success with smiles, I say well done. I had high hopes this year with our
Sailing Ed program, hiring a part time instructor and forging a Summer
Sailing Program like never seen before at MYC. We are still moving
forward with Connor Cassidy hoping that, come June, we can offer the
community an avenue to learn a skill that lasts a lifetime. We do need
volunteers, please review the summer schedule at
www.mycsailinged.com and reach out to Connor if you can help.

Please adhere to the Social Distancing guidelines. If you should utilize
the MYC facilities make sure you leave it in a better than clean
condition. Though we are not opening the Bar, the rules still pertain to
NO outside alcohol on the deck or in the clubhouse. Enjoy your
boats and enjoy the Indian River.

Dave Noble / Commodore
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House
During the month of March, just as I thought there might be a slight
reprieve from house repairs …. things started to break. Is this
sounding repetitive? Hopefully, April will be quiet. During March the
air conditioners started to act up. The unit covering the upstairs was
not cooling and then it was discovered the unit covering the computer
and fireplace area wasn’t doing the job either. After a quick check of the obvious things like condensation
overflow, new filters and thermostat battery replacement it was time to call the A/C company. Luckily, the
systems were still under partial warranty for labor. The condenser motor on the upstairs unit was toast and
needed replacement. It was discovered the unit for the fireplace area had some wires chewed through by
rodents. After the repairmen spliced the wires back together the unit started to cool. The rodents were dealt
with and the units should be good to go for the summer season.
FPL finally came out after repeated requests and replaced the light on one of the poles in the parking lot.
Thanks to all that pointed out the outage. Please let me know if you notice something broken or out of order or
needs attention. Looking out for the club is everyone’s responsibility and notifications are welcome.
The AED unit on the wall was beeping, so after checking on it, the display said it needed a new battery. A
battery was ordered and changed out. The unit is ready if needed. Speaking of AEDs it has been a
recommendation by the previous Board and Space Coast LIFE Saverz, the company that provided training to
our club, to get a second AED to take on the water during races and events. The old AED unit is not one that is
robust enough to take out nor is it water resistant. The new board received a quote from Space Coast LIFE and
we will be ordering a new one that will be enclosed in a water tight case to bring out on the water. When an
AED is needed, time is of the essence. Several members have had such experiences out on the water, and an
AED, when needed, is worth its weight in gold. The old AED is working and will remain in the clubhouse but it
is reaching its obsoleteness date. New pads will also be ordered for the older unit. So long as the selfdiagnostics of the old unit says it is okay to use we will continue to keep it as a backup.
The clubhouse has been quiet for most of March as we curtailed activities due to the COVID-19 epidemic.
MYC will continue to follow the recommendations of the Florida Department of Health and the CDC. Hopefully,
everyone is doing their part to lessen the spread of the virus by practicing social distancing and recommended
hygiene. The janitorial service at the club has used their recommended chemicals for wipe down of touch
surfaces and I have asked them to continue to wipe and sanitize the facility to keep it safe as much as possible.
The janitorial service said they have received training on sanitization procedures. Prior to reestablishing
somewhat “normal” operations, I will consult with them to see if there is anything further to consider. In the
meantime, everyone stay safe, wash your hands and don’t touch your face.
I did have a volunteer day planned for the first Saturday in May but I have removed it from the calendar. We
just don’t know what to expect and it is projected that Florida will be at its peak infection rate at that time. We
continue to watch the news and follow guidance as much as possible. Watch your email for updates from Dave
and the Board.

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore

Grog Locker
March chit sales were $1321.00. We were open three Sundays and
two Friday happy hours. The bar will be closed until we can safely reopen. Unfortunately, we don’t know when that will be, but we will have
some procedures in place to avoid further spread of any virus, to allow
us to open as soon as possible.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about the new wines), please
contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is
(321) 794-7040.

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar
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Fleet
Due to COVID-19 precautions and the Governor's Safer-at-Home Order, all planned MYC
sponsored racing is cancelled or on hold until further notice. This is to adhere to the order
and encourage safe practices for our members and friends.
The one possible exception to this is the Florida East Coast Series "Back to School" youth
regatta scheduled for May 3rd at MYC. Plans are tentatively being made but the regatta will
only be run if the order is lifted, everyone can be kept safe, and participants plan to
attend. Sailing will be in single handed dinghies (Optimists, 420s, and Open BIC) and only youths between 8
and 18 are eligible for awards. Updates to the status of the regatta and NORs will be posted to the MYC
website, Sailspacescoast.com and spacecoastsailing.org as they become available. Please contact Phil
Spletter for any details or questions.
The club is planning to institute a more formal operator certification and checkout program for the two MYC
skiffs in the near future. Additionally, there will be procedures developed to ensure that the boats are stored
properly and repairs made. These will help make the vessels safer and more productive. Details will be
published as they are finalized.
I hope everyone is staying safe and that we can get back out racing in the near future.

Peter Fischel / Fleet

Membership
We are doing well with Membership even though we have the pandemic curtailing our social
activities. Unfortunately some of my promising people for membership have shied away for
right now. I will continue to keep in contact with all those that have shown interest in the past
as we get back to normal. I would also like to ask you, our members, as you meet people
that may have a boating interest, please invite them to join in when we get back to having
fun around the club.
We are seeing quite a bit of small boat sailing going on with the ability to keep social distancing. Last week we
had all of our 420’s out as well as the club’s Sunfish and other Sunfish sailors. With the beautiful weather we
have now, we should try to get out on the water and enjoy what there is to offer.
Currently, our membership stands at: Resident = 138, Non-Resident = 15, Corinthian = 3, Emeritus = 3, Junior
Resident = 8, Honorary = 8.

Page Proffitt / Membership
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Entertainment
The Saint Patrick’s Day party was a huge success and lots of laughs were had by all. The
trivia contest was structured in such a way as to allow guests to acquaint themselves with
new people and make new friends. The trivia contest was very competitive and the prizes
were very well received, and well worth all the effort! The new table configuration was a huge
hit as it allows for more socializing as well as more space to move around. The Space Coast
Sailing team had a friendly regatta for the kids on the same evening and it was wonderful to
see members, families and children all come together at the club. The kids held a fundraiser, which raised over
$100 for the team. They held a raffle for Celtic inspired jewelry made by one of the youth sailors and sold the
handcrafted centerpieces.

This normally would have been an amazing kick off for a new entertainment coordinator, but of course COVID19 and social distancing will have to delay future events at MYC. Ideas for the future will include a regular
(monthly) trivia night since the St. Pat’s one went so well. I have tapped a friend, a middle school science
teacher, who hosts trivia at multiple locations and will appear on Jeopardy Teacher Edition to host for us. Another idea which incorporates socializing coupled with supporting our youth sailing program is a wine/pilsner
glass painting get together. The goal was to have this ahead of Mother’s/Father’s Day, but may need to be
pushed closer to the Christmas holiday. Another idea is to host game nights, some family friendly and others
for adults only. We will monitor the situation and schedule events as soon as it is safe to do so.
In order to help you have fun while social distancing, Entertainment Director Kara Mathews compiled special
resources for our members. They have been sent as separate attachments. If you have any questions or have
ideas for a ‘Coming out of Quarantine’ party, please let me know. You can email me at: mycentertainment@melbourneyachtclub.com
As of right now, we have the kid’s Christmas party scheduled and is being hosted by Amy Lacy. Other than
that, the calendar is wide open to any fun you have in mind.
Thanks a million!

Kara Mathews / Entertainment
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Space Coast Sailing
Obviously our sailing activities are on hold during the Covid 19 shutdown but sailing is still on the mind. Coach
Connor has organized a VR race series and up to ten of our sailors are racing against each other twice a week
online. Prior to the shutdown, Coach Connor organized a Friday Fun Race at MYC and we sailed 420s in the
regular MYC Small Boat Sunday series. Coach Connor is working to get the sailboats and powerboats in good
working order so that we are ready to resume operations as soon as possible. We are holding out hope that
we can host a regatta on May 3rd at MYC.
We remain very thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as Southern Pine
Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person, Intracoastal Brewing,
FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Shifting Gears, Goin’ Deep, GinnyII, Vanderveer Properties, Phantom, Sublime,
the Heinen and Côté Families, Firm Options, Santarella, Ferguson’s Automotive and Marine, Long Doggers,
Sailbad the Sinner, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello, CPA.

Phil Spletter / Space Coast Sailing

Dock Notes
Greetings from the Dock Committee and hope everyone is well and weathering the “Pandemic” storm. The
weather has been great and looking forward to getting back out on the water with the MYC family. The docks
are in great shape and looking good. I would ask that all slip holders please check any shore power electrical
cords to ensure that any plugs exposed to the elements are water proofed. There has been an issue with
GFI’s tripping on the docks, knocking power out to the entire dock. We would not want the loss of dock power
to lead to any issues with people’s boats, especially during this time when people may not be using their boats
as much as usual.
Dock Update:
Would like to welcome Peter Fischel to the MYC docks! Glad to have you on-board.
Paul Henderson / Docks
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Sailing Education
In March we had an Adult Beginner session (16 hours) and a successful five-day Spring
Break camp in Opti prams with a final day of sailing on Phil and Brenda Spletter’s
‘Sleighride’. The group sailed to Marker 21 for swimming and lunch to return downwind in
wind of 15 knots. The children had a chance to steer a J-30 continuing the legacy of Jerry
and Rachel Ross.
Moving forward is uncertainty caused by Covid 19 but we are determined to be ‘opti’-mistic. At this time, we are
following the course of most summer camps nationwide to plan, hire, and enroll. Refunds are promised if
necessary.
The sailing education program at MYC is evolving to operate as like ‘a small business‘ inside our club setting
with a revenue over expenditures of $4,900 in 2019. The goal is to teach sailors who might become potential
MYC members, crew, or simply benefit in future life by having held a tiller.
MYC members Connor Cassidy and Corey Small are US Sailing certified instructors looking forward to the
remaining months of 2020 and teaching new sailors. Connor has posted an ambitious schedule of sessions
targeted to specific levels.
I created a Sailing Education website using Squarespace in 2019 and is linked to the MYC banner. We are
about to add on-line registration and payment for our sailing programs making it much easier for students to
enroll and submit payment as almost every event production does. Putting a stamp on an envelope with
personal check and three pages of registration forms is archaic. Connor will make this change using the
Squarespace website.

Finally, if you know people who might be interested, benefit from, or be curious about what we know as ‘sailing’
please suggest they click this link. I keep hearing these days, ‘We’re All In This Together’. https://
mycsailinged.com/ Your Sailing Life Begins Here.

Rob Downey / Sailing Education
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the

PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We need proof readers for the newsletter.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cans and the
Box Tops for Education in the plastic jars located near the door to the back
deck. You can find the Box Tops on many of the items in your pantry and on
some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald collection
site. The Box Tops help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

April 2020
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MYC’s Sailing Education on the water.
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
All April events are postponed
pending the progress of the Coronavirus Pandemic
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