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Commodore’s
Log
How do I start, but by saying
Thank You.
Slowly, life stirs at Melbourne Yacht Club with Friday Night Rum Races,
sailing education classes, General Meetings, Book Clubs, but most
importantly MYC Happy Hour. I appreciate that Social Distancing is
prevalent. Robert Scott has worked with our janitorial service to assure
cleanliness is maintained, especially with the doors now open for use. It
will take some time for our crowds to become what they once were, but
that is expected as we encourage baby steps. Baby steps aside, it is
leaps and bounds for MYC’s sailing summer camp. Just a month ago,
debate was ensuing whether or not to offer the camp. Today every
class is close to sold out, even over booked. Yes, they are smaller in
size than originally proposed, but large enough to assure a return
financially, but more importantly it is instilling life skills on our youth.
Connor Cassidy, who has been preparing MYC resources for the
camp, will move on to learn other life skills, good luck Connor.
Replacing him is Tim Brustoski. I would like to thank Rob Downey for
searching and aligning Tim with MYC. In doing so MYC has enable
themselves to now hire sailing coaches and general employees without
utilizing Space Coast Sailing/EGYC. Pam Crocker’s diligent work with
Pruitt Insurance Agency secured the proper Workman's Comp.
coverage allowing the break away.
I played Dock Director for a short period while searching for a suitable
candidate, I am so happy Paul Henderson accepted the responsibility.
Within the first month a number of challenges presented themselves;
with Paul’s attention to detail these potential issues have been
overcome.
Our Fleet director, Peter Fischel has had it easy with all the racing
cancelled or minimized, however fleet activities are developing, with the
Rum Racing, Full Moon racing and a planned circumnavigation. Before
long it will be the Full Moon Regatta, Mermaid Regatta and the Fall
Regatta, Club Championship. Stay tuned! He is even adding a Fourth of
July race.
You know who wishes they were more involved with MYC?
Entertainment Director Kara Mathews, that is who. Since the St.
Patrick’s Day celebration, Kara has been waiting for the BOD to say
“GO!” Well the BOD has said “CAUTION”. And so it will be, for the
Fourth of July party.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

Unfortunately, the COVID 19 has taken a toll on our membership, not directly, but economically causing a
number of members to relinquish their memberships. Page Proffitt is doing his best to attract new members. To
keep our numbers up he needs your help, please promote our club, influence others to join.
If you happen to see Tim Williams please grab that roll of caution tape from him. The Bar looks like a crime
scene. However, I appreciate all that he has done to assure safety is promoted in MYC.
Not long ago, Amy Lacy launched the task of keeping the MYC grounds pruned and pretty. Several strategies
were tried to assure periodic maintenance; with time the growth overcame the challenge. Along with our Spring
work parties being detained, things around the grounds started to look not so tidy, though Larry Etheridge tries
his best to keep ahead by trimming hedges. I suggested to the Board to consider an outside vendor to maintain
the grounds, Brenda Spletter suggested that we try one more time with volunteers. Three days later – the east
yard and the parking lot are once again presentable due to her effort. If she alone could make this much
difference just think if three or six or better yet, nine more members helped. Call to arms, please volunteer for
landscaping at MYC – only if I had a plan, anyone got a plan?
You will be hearing about a proposal to add a Pool Table to MYC’s facility. Please consider the potential it can
add to attract more interest in weekly activities at MYC. I have also suggested other games and challenges for
our youth to partake, such as Cornhole, darts and ring toss. Remember back when your kids were 10 –16,
what would keep their interest? There must be something to stir the interest of a kid to want to go to MYC for
an evening.
The directories are delayed due to the lockout, it was extremely difficult to coordinate. We will wait till July to
distribute and change our door and gate codes. I appreciate your patience.
Love to hear your feedback dave@sailawards.com

Dave Noble / Commodore

House
Here it is June already. Normally we would be sailing, enjoying the
clubhouse and looking forward to 4th of July. Unfortunately, we are
hesitantly attending TGIF and down scaling 4th of July plans. During
the spring we did not have our Regatta or our volunteer day to spruce
the club up, and grounds around the yard started to look shabby.
Dave Noble personally cleared the annex parking lot and Brenda
Spletter weeded the east boat storage area, it looks fantastic. Amy Lacy has taken on the gardening
planning lead and is assessing what can be done to make yard maintenance easier. There are many other
tasks that members can choose to take on; I have included a list of things on the bulletin board. If an item on
the list is something you might want take on as a project, please do so. If the task is too large or difficult give
me call and we will arrange for more help and plan a time agreeable to everyone.
We did take on a major task by starting the prep work for painting of the Annex building. It took a whole
weekend of scraping, cleaning and caulking in preparation for painting. Then the rain came. It has rained every
day the first week of June and it is forecasted to continue. Once we get a good window of clear weather the
team will get back on it and finish it up. No point in trying to paint in between rain showers; the Annex building
has been here for almost seventy years and will be there when we can resume painting in a week or so.
Thanks to the small but hard working contingent of volunteers that always seem to support these projects.
Dean Butler, Dave Noble, Pat Stadt, Clyde Berry, Jim Todd, Gary Briand, Robert Van Name, Page Profitt,
David Lister, Jack Leahy, Del Wiese. Again, if I forgot someone, as I always do, please let me know.
In the meantime, stay safe. Just a reminder, do not come to the club if you are sick or have been around people
that have been sick. Keep your distance from others, enjoy the outside on the deck and spread out during
gatherings. We have been getting the club periodically fogged by the janitorial service and trying to keep it safe
but we must all do our part to protect others and ourselves.

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore
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Grog Locker
We re-opened the bar on May 15, and were open three Fridays and
three Sundays. Chit sales were $1002.00. We have closed off bar
seating and have moved some of the tables and chairs upstairs to allow
for social distancing. We’ve seen slightly smaller than usual crowds, but
part of that may be due to summer travel. We will continue to look at
state guidelines to try to get things back to normal as soon as possible.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about ways to encourage social
distancing), please contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is
timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is (321) 794-7040

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar

Entertainment
The Melbourne fireworks are cancelled but the Melbourne Yacht club is still going to celebrate Independence Day in epic fashion. We will be hosting a fun race with a 1:00 start time
(please contact Peter Fischel for race details) followed by a cook out with traditional burgers,
dogs and all the fixings. The club will have all sorts of games and of course plenty of revelry! Cook out will commence at 5:00. If you can assist with the party, please email Kara
Mathews at karamathews@ymail.com
We will need the following:
 July 4th 4:00-5:00 grill masters willing to wear mask and gloves (cook burgers & dogs)- 2-3 people
 July 4th 5:00-5:30 food servers willing to wear masks and gloves -2-3 people
 July 4th 7:00-8:00 (approximately) clean up crew 5-7 people
Thanks!!!

Kara Mathews / Entertainment
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Fleet
Hello to all and welcome back to racing at the MYC. We have restarted nearly all of the
series and participation has been good, even with the bad weather.
Rum racing resumed last Friday and there are two races scheduled for this month: Friday,
June 12th and Friday, June 26th. The second race starts the Summer Series though no
decision has been made on whether to score the series or not. The Spring Series was not
scored but we're all winners anyways for getting out and competing.
Small Boat Sundays have been happening, in between the weather systems. The next one is the 21st,
Father's Day, so make dad happy and send him out sailing.

The Full Moon Series resumed Friday, June 6th, with three boats braving potential torrential
downpours. Hillybilly, Half Ass and Sleighride ended up enjoying a nice evening on the water. The next race is
Sunday, July 5th.
There will be a special July 4th race in conjunction with celebrations at MYC. The start will be 1300 and notice
of race will be posted soon. Details are being worked out and input is requested from sailors. This is an
inaugural event so let's make it fun and special, something we'd like to do every year.
Last but not least, Del Wiese is spearheading a circumnavigation / offshore sail from Fort Pierce to Port
Canaveral on the weekend of July 24-26. This will be a great opportunity to practice your cruising and racing
skills through a myriad of environments as well as including social events in both Fort Pierce and Port
Canaveral. It should be a great event.
See you on the water!

Peter Fischel / Fleet

Membership
As with most years we have lost a few members at the beginning of the year when dues are
due. Some because of leaving the area and normal attrition and some because of the pandemic. The Membership Committee will continue to work hard in finding new families to enjoy the New Normal at MYC.
With July 4th just around the corner we are starting to plan our annual celebration. This year
it will be toned down with races on the river during the day and a hamburger and hot dog dinner for the early
evening. Unfortunately the City of Melbourne has canceled all July 4th Fireworks festivities.
We have two new Provisional Members to welcome to the club this month: John & Tammy Bergmann, who live
in Sebastian and have moved from New York State, and Dave Ingram (Bob Ingram's brother), who will be
coming on board with his SR Max. This makes a fleet of three SR Max 21's to mix it up on the race course.
Please welcome them to MYC as you see them around the club!
Currently the membership is at Resident = 136, Non-Resident = 14, Corinthian = 3, Emeritus = 3, Junior Resident = 5, Honorary = 8.

Wednesday Lunch - Membership will be starting back the monthly "Wednesday Lunch" on June 17th. The
menu will be Roasted Chicken, Yellow Rice, Tossed Salad and a dessert for only $5.00. Please, we will need
your reservation so we have enough food by Tuesday, June 16th, at rpp1@pageproffitt.com. I'm also looking
for other “Lunch Wednesday” HOSTS, please contact me if you're interested.
The Youth Sailing Camp will be going on a the same time so watch out for the little ones!

Page Proffitt / Membership
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Space Coast Sailing
With safety protocols in place, we were able to resume sailing operations for the last two weeks in May. It was
obvious that the sailors were really glad to be on the water again.
Unfortunately we are at least postponing our end-of-the-year social festivities to celebrate what remains a very
good year for our program. At the last practice, we held a brief awards ceremony for Coach Paige Klingler who
graduated with honors in meteorology from Florida Tech as well as Gia Rivers and Jimmy Wood who both
graduated from high school after completing advanced academic programs. Both Jimmy and Gia plan to
attend FSU and be on the sailing team there. Smart kids sail!
We also wish the very best to our Program Director and Head Coach, Connor Cassidy who recently graduated
from Florida Tech and will assume a program management position at Northrop Grumman. Connor has been
making significant contributions to all the youth sailing programs in the area for the last five years and we wish
him the very best.
We remain very thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as Southern Pine
Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person, Intracoastal Brewing,
FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Shifting Gears, Goin’ Deep, GinnyII, Vanderveer Properties, Phantom, Sublime,
the Heinen and Côté Families, Firm Options, Santarella, Ferguson’s Automotive and Marine, Long Doggers,
Coppercoat USA, Sailbad the Sinner, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello, CPA.

Phil Spletter / Space Coast Sailing

Sailing Education
The 2020 sailing education program began in late February with a small group of four adults
willing to perform capsize drills and swimming tests in 58-degree water. A Spring Break
camp followed in mid-March. We then focused on preparation for a series of nine, weeklong summer camps, from June 1st to the end of July. Connor Cassidy was vital with
assistance in the effort .
With help of Phil Spletter, we arranged for ten days of ad spots on WFIT. We placed a oneyear ad in the on-line publication ‘Everything’ and a listing on the ‘Fun For Space Coast
Kids’ website. The registrations gradually began to arrive. Several camps are already full and as of this writing
there are 54 slots filled. We expect more. A 16-hour adult session will begin June 11th.
There was uncertainty as to how the Covid 19 crisis would affect enrollment. Because sailing is mostly an
outdoor activity with social distancing possible indoors and other camps closed for the summer, the MYC
program is an attractive offering. Some children are enrolled for multiple weeks. Our first camp ended June 6th
and despite a week when it rained for some period every day, six children enjoyed the week.
A new opportunity will cause Connor to leave us to be replaced by Tim Brustoski on June 8th. Tim has
experience teaching at EGYC, Space Coast Sailing, MYC, lead Opti instructor at Florida YC, Jacksonville,
raced for the Univ. of N. Florida, was a MYC Junior Sailor of the Year and has US Sailing Level One
certification. He will be working 40 hours per week with the camps and more hours with adult sessions. You will
be seeing a lot of Tim around MYC!

Rob Downey / Sailing Education
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Dock Notes
Greetings from the dock committee. It is June and we all know what that means – HURRICANE SEASON. As
we start getting out on the water more, now is the perfect time to inspect your dock lines and go over your vessel’s hurricane plan. Please be sure that if you are going to be out of town that you have someone available to
secure your boat in the event of an approaching storm in your absence.
Even though it is Hurricane Season, we are still in Virus Season. So, please be sure to Practice Social Distancing (PSD) to keep yourself and others safe both on the docks and at the club.
This month the submerged land lease renewal inspection was performed for our lease with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Also, this month the West Dock circuit breakers are being reconfigured to
alleviate the issue of the west dock total power outages.

Hope to see you out on the water!

Paul Henderson/ Docks

A Special Note from Dean Butler Proposing the Addition of a Pool Table to the Club
There has been some discussion lately about the possibility of purchasing and installing a pool table in our
clubhouse. This was proposed at the Board of Directors monthly meeting and then presented to the membership at the General Membership monthly meeting at the beginning of this month. The initial response has been
mixed. Since I am the person writing this, I guess you are going to get my opinion on this. That is...I want one!
I think that a pool table in our clubhouse would be a great source of entertainment and would give me a reason
to come to the clubhouse. I know, and agree, that we are a sailing club. Not a pool hall. But, our clubhouse sits
empty most of the time. I feel that there are ways to make the clubhouse more interesting to ourselves and this
would ultimately make our club more interesting to potential new members. If our clubhouse became interesting enough to cause the bar to open another day each week, this could also have a positive effect on our revenue stream. The cost for purchasing and installing a table will be $1,500 to $2,000.
The point that brings up the most discussion is where to put a table. There are three possible areas; in the bar
area, in the upstairs “Lounge” area and in the south end of the “Great Room”. Each has its positives and negatives.
Please give this some consideration. It would be great to hear everybody’s opinion at the next monthly meeting.

Dean Butler
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the

PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME on all purchases; Bar Checks, House
Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc., including membership number. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks, so bookkeeping
errors can be kept to a minimum.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!

Help Needed
We need proof readers for the newsletter.
If you are willing to help please contact any of our board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cans and the Box Tops for Education in the
plastic jars located near the door to the back deck. You can find the Box Tops on many of the items in your
pantry and on some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald collection site. The Box Tops
help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

June 2020
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Space Coast Sailing graduates Coach Paige Klingler (FIT), Jimmy Wood (Westshore HS) and Gia Rivers (Mel
HS).
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
June 12th & 13th - MYC Work Days
June 12th - Rum Race
June 21st - Small Boat Racing
July 24th thru July 26th - MYC
Circumnavigation Cruise/Race
June 17th, 11:30 - MYC Wednesday
Lunch $5.00
July 1st - MYC General Membership Meeting
July 4th - MYC 4th of July Celebration
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