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Commodore’s
Log
A lot has happened around
Melbourne Yacht Club over the
past few months. Most notable are the kids running around our campus
and the sailing in the harbor. Not only do we have the MYC Junior and
Adult Sailing programs, we also have Space Coast Sailing activities.
Robert Scott and his Band of Brothers are doing a great job
refurbishing the Annex for the benefit of future Sailing Ed
programs. Valerie Taylor has developed a system to maintain our fleet
of 20 boats, but she can not do it alone. Please offer her your time,
especially if you have the required skill sets.
Let’s talk about volunteer time. It seems to be the same core of persons
doing the "work" around the club. MYC has been a grass roots club
since I became a member, and longer (since inception). Some of our
elder members spent years doing projects here so that it could be the
club it is today. Each member should PLAN to give a bit of time to make
this club a better place. It doesn't have to be grunt work, Peter Fischel
needs help with managing up-coming regattas, archival records need to
be scanned, security systems evaluated and so much more. Every
Director has a Committee; you should be on one.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

So lets talk, I need a Nominating Committee to find Candidates for the 2021 Board of Directors. If you don't
want to be an officer this is one certain way not to be, if you do want to be officer please contact me. It has
been so challenging to find volunteers for Officers, every year it is getting harder and harder. I appreciate each
and every person who sits on this committee, having to hear the reply of "No" so many times, yet they
persevere each year. The club does not run by itself, the persons who sit on the Board do so much more than
you know. Some of you realize this, it is time for YOU to get involved.
An extremely important position is that of Sailing Education Director. Please consider this, with a committee the
task will be easier and more rewarding. Lots of administrative work and lots of accolades. A number of
members have contacted me wanting to help, but not direct. I am pretty confident there is a director out there.
This year has been challenging for reasons you are well aware. If it is one thing I have learned during this
Pandemic, without the social aspect of MYC, all things do not go smoothly. Decisions made at Board Meetings
may not disseminate to all interested members. Though we try through "All MYC" e-mails, it is obvious that it is
not enough. I did not realize that BOD meeting minutes of previous years were posted on the MYC web site
"Chart Room", They will now be posted for your review, however some of the personal information will be
redacted. The General Meeting minutes will continue to be posted on the MYC Bulletin Board, as well in the
MYC web site Chart Room.
Enjoy all that MYC has to offer this Fall. Including the Mermaid Regatta, Dinghy Regatta, J24 District 10
Championship and the Fall Regatta. Lots of racing but no dinners!
Thank You.

Dave Noble / Commodore

House
Progress on the Annex basement is coming along nicely and should
be completed by mid-October. I was over optimistic that it would be
completed by the end of August. We have been working only in the
mornings and quitting by mid-day due to the heat. We are also being
paced by the electrical contractor not being able to come until the first
week of October. In the meantime, we will get everything else done we can. Once completed, it will be a
valuable asset for the club and time well spent. I would like to continue to thank all that have worked on the
project from clearing out the basement to scraping and painting. Melvin Ford, Paul Henderson, Dean Butler,
Brenda Spletter, Dave Noble, Jack Leahy, Jim Todd, Rob Downey, Art Crocker, David Lister, Valerie
Taylor, and Marybeth Scott.
Other projects that kept volunteers busy was the repair and improvement of the hurricane anchors for the
window covers. While preparing for Hurricane Isaias we noted that some of the screws and anchors needed to
be reset before the threat of the next hurricane. In addition to the people that helped on the Annex the following
members showed up and helped improving the shutters: Pat Stadt, Pat Lambert, Chuck Tanner, Gary
Briand, Tim Williams, and Jim Gibson.
Our annual fall clean-up date will be rescheduled for November. The original plan was to have it on September
26 but the club decided to have a small boat regatta that weekend and it has been too hot anyway. November
should be cooler. Plan on raking leaves and trimming bushes. The last big project of the year will be giving the
back deck a new coat of exterior stain.
Don’t forget to look at the House To-Do List on the bulletin board and volunteer for any task you’d like to help
with.
Until next time... Please keep safe!

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore
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Grog Locker
The bar will remain closed for now. When we are able to re-open, we will
try to have a few more special events, like football watch parties, or
possibly an occasional weeknight happy hour. Please give me your
suggestions as to what type of events you would like to attend. We’ll
need volunteers to help tend bar for these, so if you would consider
joining the bar committee, we could use the help. Give me a call, or send a text or e-mail, and we will schedule
a training session.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about ways to encourage social
distancing), please contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is
timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is (321) 794-7040.

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar

Sailing Education
MYC education programs sail on with young students eager to experience sailing. After the
success of our nine weeks of summer camps, home schoolers came asking for the same.
We are finishing the fourth week of a 15-week program held mid-day, twice each week.
Next came a request from the Verdi School based in Eau Gallie. MYC will soon provide two
separate week-day programs, one for the Verdi School and the other for home schoolers.
We met with Verdi School staff on Tuesday, September 8 and did a tour of our facilities. Afterward, we received
a message from the school founder. “Thank you so much for being willing to share your facility and programs
with us yesterday! We are so excited to confirm this wonderful opportunity for our students.” wrote Ayana Verdi.
Referrals from Space Coast Sailing Foundation provided both opportunities for week-day programs thanks to
Phil Spletter of SCS. With our expansion of sail training, Robert Scott and his House Committee are in
process of providing a classroom facility in the Annex.
MYC relies on US Sailing certified instructors currently we have Ben McKissick and Tim Brustoski as coaches.
Our future depends on a next generation of instructors. Thomas Schuerger and Jackson Bjorklund were two of
a few juniors devoting many summer-camp volunteer-hours and hopefully to be future certified instructors.
MYC racing videos are posted for educational interest.

On a personal note, when I purchased my boat, a commitment was made to the previous owner. He reduced
the price because of my promise. “I’ll bring as many new people as I can to this boat” Since June 2019, there
have been 135 different people sailing on my J 30, ‘Sweet Dream.’ A few have become racing crew without
experience at the beginning. One day before a Rum Race a guy came down the dock asking for a spot having
never sailed…. now he’s among my best.

Rob Downey / Sailing Education
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Fleet
Hopefully everyone is getting out and enjoying some quality time on the water. There's a lot
going on at MYC and I hope everyone can participate in a fun, healthy and happy way,
especially with the temperatures and afternoon storms starting to moderate.
I want to start by thanking Page Proffitt for coordinating a very fun cruise down to Marker 21
on the afternoon of August 22. More than ten boats sailed down and numerous MYC
members had a great time. A similar cruise is in the plans for late October or early November
with an evening social included.
For racing, the Rum Races, Sunday Small Boats, and Full Moon Series continue. There's been great
participation, even without the high intensity and scoring (though I suspect most boats are still putting in good
effort to sail fast). Everyone seems to enjoy the competition and a chance to get on the water. Please
remember to register and pay the fees. They're very reasonable and help the club provide the support needed
to run these series. I will make sure to have the forms available to anyone who hasn't yet registered and you
can always email me at mycfleet@melbourneyachtclub.com or littlefischfarms@gmail.com for more
information. And please continue to practice safe social distancing, its critical to the success of our club and
sport.
Additionally, the Dragon Point series and Indian River Yacht Club’s (IRYC) Wednesday and Sunday series also
continue. More boats have been making the short trek north past the Eau Gallie Causeway to participate in
some good mid-county competition on a monthly basis for the Dragon Point co-ed races. Let's keep this trend
growing to offer more racing opportunities for local boats from throughout the county. The next race is
September 12.
For September and October, several additional races and regattas are on the calendar. Please plan to
participate because the next couple of months are some of our best local sailing. First, the MYC Dinghy
Championship, September 6, was cancelled but a single day dinghy regatta will be run September 26 by
Patrick Lambert. There will be multiple single- and doubled-handed classes participating, and the racing
should be excellent. Check the club calendar and sailspacecoast.com for details. Additionally, the annual
Mermaid Regatta will be held on September 19. Karen Williams is coordinating a modified program due to
COVID-19 that still promises to provide excellent education, sailing and camaraderie for female sailors and
racers. Both regattas should be fun and challenging.
Kicking off October is the annual J24 Fleet 87 regatta that is hosting the District 10 Championships this
year. Your commodore is the chair and there are plenty of opportunities to both sail and volunteer. It will be a
great weekend on the water October 3 and 4. Then, there is the annual MYC Fall Small Boat Regatta (October
17 and 18) and the Fall Big Boat Regatta (October 24 and 25 with a double-handed event October
23). Though the format will be more simplistic than past years, the sailing will be as solid as ever. NORs to be
sent out soon. Come on out and have fun.
I also want to take this opportunity to mention the great contributions made to our MYC dinghies and skiffs by
member Valerie Taylor. Her tireless efforts have not only rehabbed the boats but helped develop a system to
track their use and maintenance. Please thank her, Dean Butler, Phil Spletter, and many more who keep
our small boats seaworthy and clean.
As a reminder, club members have the use of the open dock space at the T of the two MYC piers for limited
overnight mooring of boats. Please coordinate with Jacki Leahy via the club's phone or her email,
RChaser2@hotmail.com.
See you on the water!

Peter Fischel / Fleet
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Space Coast Sailing
With an influx of new sailors from the summer camps at EGYC and MYC, we have grown to nearly 40 sailors
and greatly expanded the program. In addition, we spun off a learn-to-sail program for home schooled kids to
MYC and another will likely follow bringing the total number of kids regularly sailing during the school year to
nearly 60. SCS will continue to focus on sailors with some experience who want to be part of the team and
improve recreationally and/or competitively. In addition to sailing Open Skiffs and 420s at EGYC, Optimist
Prams are now sailing at MYC. Practices are now held twice each week and on Sundays we hold team
scrimmages and participate in Small Boat Sunday sailing at MYC. Our regatta season starts on September 19
in Jacksonville and continues on September 26 and 27 in Melbourne and Jensen Beach respectively. As we
operate, we have COVID-19 protocols in place and will adjust as needed for the safety of our sailors and
coaching staff.
We remain very thankful to all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as Southern Pine
Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person, Intracoastal
Brewing, FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Shifting Gears, Goin’ Deep, Ginny II, Vanderveer Properties,
Phantom, Sublime, the Heinen and Côté Families, Firm Options, Santarella, Ferguson’s Automotive and
Marine, Long Doggers, Coppercoat USA, Sailbad the Sinner, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello, CPA.

Dock Notes
I would like to thank everyone again for preparing their boats for Hurricane Isaias. You can never
OVER prepare. On the subject of hurricanes, current proof of insurance and registration is about
50%. Annual proof of registration and insurance is required in the by-laws as part of having a slip
at the club, so please send it in if you have not done so already.
One last note, it was brought to my attention last month that some items went missing off the dock. The missing items included a hose, an extension cord, a trickle charger, and some other items. With significantly less
activity at the club during the COVID-19 pandemic, please be extra watchful for anyone you see at the club you
do not know.
See you out on the water –
Paul Henderson, MYC Dockmaster
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QR Code: Introducing a new system
for tracking MYC Club boat use and
reporting maintenance items
There are several signs like the one to the right posted around the club with
information and a QR code to scan with your phone to retrieve a simple online
form.
Taking out a MYC Club Boat? Find something Broken or Missing? Please let
us know!
Here’s how:
1) Check over the boat - see checklist,
2) Scan the QR code (the block with the dots in it) by taking a picture of it with
your smart phone,
3) Tap the link when it pops up,
3) Fill in the MYC Club Boat form.
Scan QR code
* iPhones - open the Camera app, move in to the QR code on the sign
(blocky square) until the phone detects the code and launches the form
in your web browser.

* Other phones - you may need a separate QR code reader app. This is
the same one that you use for scanning store bar codes to check for
bargains or coupons.
(Continued from page 8)

your own. All alcohol consumption is confined to your boat or the dock, due
to ABC regulations.
Did I mention "No Frills"?
The regatta Notice of Race (NOR) and registration form is posted on the
MYC Bulletin Board. If you have any questions or comments contact me
anytime.
Let's get off the dock, get on the water and go small boat sailing on September 26. Often low key, no frill sailing turns out to be the best sailing.

Pat Lambert/ Regatta Chairman, Principal Race Officer
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME and membership number on all
purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!
Help Needed
We need proofreaders for the monthly newsletter. If you are willing to help, please contact any of our
board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cons, and the Box Tops for Education,
in the plastic jars located near the door to the back deck. You can find the box tops on many of the
items in your pantry and on some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald
collection site. The box tops help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

MYC Ladies Book Club
The MYC Ladies Book Club meets the last Thursday of the month at 10:30am at the yacht club. All
ladies of the club are welcome! Email me at amylacy24@gmail.com to find out what this month's
book is and join us at the next meeting.
September 2020
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MYC Small Boat No-Frills Regatta
One way to get around social distancing and back to competitive sail racing is to race in single-handed dingy
sailboats. Just you, the main sheet, the tiller and the wind.
As such, I decided to organize a small boat regatta with no frills, just sail racing. I decided to call it the MYC
Small Boat No Frills Regatta (I know, brilliant name), decided to make it a one day affair and host it on Saturday, September 26, 2020.
I call it a No Frills Regatta because we will have no registration table, no competitors meeting, no awards or
awards ceremony and a minimal race committee. Just rig your boat, meet at the start line at 13:00 sharp and
get ready to sail several good races. I invited the Laser, Sunfish, AERO and 420 fleets and hoped some boats
would show up.
Well, the word got around and now we have a Full and Radial Rig Laser team from Sarasota Sailing, the Salty
Dogs Laser team from St. Augustine, Laser High School racers from Jensen Beach Sailing Center, sailors from
Jacksonville, South Florida, and Lake Monroe signed up as well as our local Space Coast sailors. It appears a
lot of sailors are ready to get back to competitive sailing in a safe setting. There is no cost for students and a
small entry fee for everyone else.
MYC has several Laser, Sunfish and 420 sailboats for members to use. This is a great way to kick off the Fall
race season. The event is only one day. If the numbers continue to grow we may set up two race courses to
make it easier and more fun for everyone.
P/C Page Proffitt has mentioned he may fire up the outside grill and serve up some of his famous hot dogs and
there may be an informal gathering of competitors practicing strict social distancing near the MYC boat launching area after racing. MYC will not be providing any beverages nor will the MYC Bar be open. Strictly bring
(Continued on page 6)
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
September 18—MYC Fall Rum
Race #1
Sept. 19 – Mermaid Regatta
Sept. 26—No-Frills Regatta
Oct 3 & 4 – J24 Regatta
Oct. 7 – General Membership
Meeting

Oct 17 & 18—Fall Small Boat Regatta
Oct 23-25 – Fall Big Boat Regatta
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