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September 19, 2020 was a MERMAZING day for a regatta, as MYC hosted the 42nd
annual Mermaid Regatta. See the story on page 6.

Commodore’s
Log
Go! Melbourne Yacht Club’s
sailing season is ON. It started
with a casual club cruise to Marker 21, followed by a one-day dinghy
regatta, the Mermaid Regatta, then the J24 District 10 championships.
Somewhere in there we started the very-well-attended Fall Rum Race
Series and now coming up is a scaled back Fall Race Week followed
soon after by the Treasure Coast Junior Regatta. No matter the type of
boat you skipper MYC has an event for you to be involved with. I have
a deep appreciation for each of you who have volunteered your skills
and time to make these events possible. There are so many things
going on around us that require our attention that for you to donate your
time just goes to show what a wonderful organization MYC is. MYC will
be selecting a new Board of Directors for 2021, a nominating committee
has been selected: David Silverman (Chair), Rob VanName, Michelle
Jennings, Art Crocker, and Sue Downey. They are in search of
persons wanting to be involved and who want to make a difference at
MYC. 2020 had too many challenges, but more successes, especially
with Sailing Education of youth and adults. We would like to continue
the big push on sailing programs, but it will take “a village”. Rob
Downey did an exceptional job, but it is obvious that more
supervision and administrative oversight is necessary. A committee will
be necessary to make this function. Please approach a Nominating
Committee member if you would like to join the growing program of
Sailing Education.
Have you seen the down stairs of the annex? Though still being
remodeled to suit the Sailing Education programs, you will be amazed
(Continued on page 2)
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at its transformation. All accolades go to Vice Commodore Robert Scott and his band of volunteers, especially
Dean Butler.
MYC’s events may have been rescheduled and underway, but that does not mean we are back to normal.
House Committee and the Bar/Kitchen Committees are still addressing Social Distancing and cleanliness
requirements. We are not looking to pack the Bar area with sailors; tables and chairs have been moved to the
Great Room for your safety and convenience. Please respect the “space” of others.
Somehow, I accepted the task of being Regatta Chairman for the J24 District 10 Championships. This will be
co-hosted by MYC and Eau Gallie Yacht Club. Initially there were no plans other than racing, but as restrictions
were lifted attributes were added. I can’t praise EGYC enough for their hospitality and the space they offered
the sailors for mooring their boats. General Manager Tom Milasko and Dock Master Brett Snyder were so
helpful. MYC’s registration Team of Tom Knowlton, Karen Van der Meyden, Pam Crocker, Jean Marie Van
der Elst made the process of entering and weigh-in effortless. Launching of visiting boats was a challenge,
having to change venues at the last minute, I like to thank Anchorage Yacht Basin for their efforts, MYC’s Tom
Saam and Connor Cassidy were liaisons in the process and smoothed the operation. Pat Lambert and
his RC team once again took care of everything “west of the bulkhead” or the racing. Utilizing Gary Briand’s
44’ Trawler, Pat’s team on the signal boat consisted of Jim Schuab, Nick Schmidt , Karen Van der Meyden,
MaryBeth Crawley, Valerie Taylor Also on the course as Windward Set boat were, Larry Etheridge, Art
Crocker, Patrick Daniels. Leeward and start pin set boat had Tom Knowlton, Dean Butler, Patrick
Daniels and Jean Marie Van der Elst. Also added to the regatta was a Saturday dinner at MYC, quick
and simple. Though all crews said they would attend less than a third did. Jim and Christine Todd took on the
task to feed everyone and they had it under control with the help of Carl, Mary Anne and Jackson Bjorkland.
Pizza anyone? MYC does have a dozen pizza pies in the freezer.

MYC and EGYC have received numerous praises for the regatta, with everyone wanting more racing here in
Melbourne, if only we could solve the launching and hauling issue, bigger and better regattas could be had.
Thank you All who had a part in this.

Dave Noble / Commodore

House
The Annex project is nearly completed and the Education and Fleet
committees can start moving sails and rudders back in by October 16.
Buoys and race markers will be located down by the water next to the
pram storage area. An aesthetically pleasing solution will be found for
the buoy storage. Again, I want to thank Dean Butler for sticking with
me every day and seeing this project through, it was hot and
sometimes frustrating but perseverance won out. The club has many members willing to help with skills and
advice such as Melvin Ford, Clyde Berry, and Jack Leahy. We got it done. This final week we have a little
flooring to install, some trim and paint touch up. By the time this article is published it will be done. Others that
contributed throughout the project were Pat Stadt, Paul Henderson, Brenda Spletter, Dave Noble, Jim Todd,
Rob Downey, Art Crocker, David Lister, Valerie Taylor, Marybeth Scott. A nine cubic foot refrigerator
was donated by a friend of Jim Todd and it is the perfect size for students to put their packed lunches in while
out sailing.
Hopefully, we are out of the woods with regards to hurricane season this year. The two window covers on the
corner I think can be taken down by mid-October and stowed away for next year. We need to find an easier,
safer solution for the two end windows and we will address that before next year’s hurricane season.
Our fall volunteer day was postponed to allow for a small boat regatta to occur. We cancelled the Spring cleanup day due to the Covid-19 lockdown in April. The club needs some TLC as a result. I am planning a volunteer
(Continued on page 3)
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day make-up on November 7th. As usual we will start early in the morning around eight (for those who can get
there that early) and work until mid-day. As it will be November the weather should be cooler. We have a lot of
raking and general clean-up to accomplish. For those wanting to do lighter work we will be doing projects inside
the club as well. We have maintained the club as best as we can, albeit the Annex has taken the attention
away from the rest of the property during the summer. Luckily, we have had members such as Brenda Spletter
and Larry Etheridge periodically weeding and trimming. Even our Commodore Dave Noble has been out there
trimming the annex parking lot during the year.
Our membership dues are relatively low compared to other clubs with similar amenities and we strive to keep it
that way by volunteers pitching in and doing what they can. Please, let’s have a successful volunteer day and
get the club spruced up for the holidays. Look for further announcements via Club email.
While on the subject of volunteering and as announced during the General Meeting, Jack Leahy will no longer
be mowing the grass and trimming around the property. As such, until we figure out a permanent solution,
Dave has asked me to place a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for individuals to pick a week or two to mow
and trim the grass. The weather is or will be cooling down and it should not be too taxing. We need volunteers
to help out and to spread the burden. If we all pitch in it will minimize the strain on the much over-worked core
volunteer group.
Don’t forget to look at the House To-Do list on the bulletin board and volunteer for any task you’d like to help
with.
One last thing. Please make sure the doors close and latch as you exit the building. We have had an issue on
some of the doors soft closing and not fully latching. Just like when you leave your home you check the door to
make sure it is locked - same thing here. This is your club and we all need to look out for it.
Until next time... Please keep safe!

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore

Grog Locker
The bar has re-opened, and we are back to our regular Friday
evening and Sunday afternoon schedule. In addition, the bar will be
open on Saturday evenings on October 17th for the small boat
regatta and on October 24th for the big boat regatta.

other safe.

We have removed some tables and bar stools to help maintain social
distancing, but we still need everyone’s cooperation to keep each

As I said in last month’s article, we would like to add a few special events to bring members in. Please give me
your suggestions as to what type of events you would like to attend. Some suggestions have been for football
watch parties and occasional weekday happy hours.
If you would consider joining the bar committee, we could use the help. Give me a call, or send a text or email, and we will schedule a training session.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about ways to encourage social
distancing), please contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is
timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is (321) 794-7040 .

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar
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Fleet
Racing and sailing at MYC continue with lots of participation. The Rum Races, Small Boat
Sundays and Full Moon Series were all well attended and enjoyed. MYC also hosted three
additional and really successful regattas this past month. The Mermaid Regatta, chaired by
Karen Williams, got more than ten boats and sixty women on the water for a day of
learning, racing, and camaraderie. It was great fun and an article about it can be found
elsewhere in this newsletter. Patrick Lambert's "No Frills Small Boat Regatta" brought in
dinghy sailors from around the state and had almost 50 participants in six different classes.
Light winds made it challenging but Pat's excellent race committee work got in four races for the competitors
and a good time was had by all. Results can be found on sailspacecoast.com. The J24 Fleet 87 annual
regatta was designated the District 10 Championship and was hosted by MYC and EGYC. Our commodore,
Dave Noble, chaired the regatta while Patrick Lambert, PRO, and his crew provided an excellent highlevel of racing for J24 teams from throughout District 10 in wet and fluky conditions. Fourteen teams took to
the water to compete and results can also be found at sailspacecoast.com.
Fall is one of the best times to get on the water in Brevard and MYC has some of our best events in store this
coming month. The final Friday Rum Race will be this Friday at 1800 and everyone should be aware that they
may finish in the dark. Luckily, shoreside personnel will be standing by to welcome them back with a hearty
greeting and beverage at the clubhouse. The next Rum Race will start the Sunday racing period on November
1st.
The MYC Fall Small Boat Regatta is Saturday and Sunday (10/17-18) and a good turnout is expected. The
NOR is available on the club's website "On the Water" page. Following that is the MYC Fall Big Boat Regatta
(10/24-25) with a double-handed race leading into the weekend on Friday (10/23). Patrick Lambert and Karen
Vander Meyden are the PROs for these regattas and the racing should be both competitive and fun.
There will be limited shore-side activities for the Small Boat Regatta but a full Saturday evening party is
planned for the Big Boat Regatta. Those NORs can also be found on the "On the Water" page.
At the end of the month, the Full Moon Series race has been moved forward to Friday, October 30th. Though it
doesn't fall on Halloween anymore, we do expect to make it a howling good time. Hopefully folks will use it as
a chance to test out their costumes for the following night (and not just dress up as drunken sailors).
The club's skiffs continue to function well with the help of Dean Butler and Valerie Taylor. The three boats
have been used to support the many sailing education events and regattas over the past month and will see
heavy duty in October. Please remember to report their use, issues, and maintenance via the QCR code
scans, especially any fuel-ups.
(Continued on page 5)
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Dick Tillman
It is with great sorrow that we pass along the news that on Thursday morning, Oct 15,
Dick Tillman passed away. His family was with him and he was surrounded by love. As
far as a popular and personable human being he is at the top of the summit; he will be
missed by all. Take a moment and remember your last encounter with Dick, I am sure it
was enjoyable.
Love to his family.

Sailing Education
The fifteen-week sailing program for home schooled children continues with five children
enrolled. They come to MYC each Monday and Thursday between 12:00 to 2:30 using the
Opti Prams.
Maintenance attention is happening to the seven 420 dinghies with all new running rigging,
centerboard gasket replacements and lesser repairs. Fiberglass repairs which are minor will
be done before the Small Boat Regatta.
The POD has become quite dis-organized but the annex will soon be finished enough to allow for some sailing
education gear to be stored in the building again.
A 16-hour adult session has just been completed and another will begin in November after the October small
and big boat regattas are over. Hopefully adult education will continue through the winter months depending on
the water temperature.

Rob Downey / Sailing Education

Dock Notes
Greetings from the Docks!
The docks are in great shape and the Submerged Land Lease with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection has been signed by MYC and has been submitted back to the state
for finalization and issuing.
Wet Slip Holders - Several requests have been made for the annual proof of registration, proof
of insurance and slip rental agreement as required by the MYC bylaws. If you have not submitted this information, please do so and not risk being placed on the dock slip inactive list. A list of who has / has not submitted the information is on the bulletin board at the club.
As we get back to a new “normal” the dock committee will be meeting Thursday the 22nd and I hope all dock
committee members will be able to attend, the club policy of social distancing will be observed.
See you out on the water –
Paul Henderson, MYC Dockmaster
(Continued from page 4)

On the horizon - The Rum Races, Small Boat Sundays, and Full Moon Series will continue as always. There is
the Brevard Racing Calendar Scheduling Meeting November 19th, the MYC Youth Regatta December 6th, and
the Hangover Regatta January 1st, 2021. I think that we'll all be relieved when we get to that one. Also in
January, we are planning on hosting a rules seminar to bring us all up to speed on the new 2021-2024 Racing
Rules of Sailing.
Enjoy and I'll see you on the water !

Peter Fischel / Fleet
October 2020
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A MERMAZING Day for a Regatta!
The 42nd annual MYC Mermaid Regatta saw 10 boats and over 60 women take the start for what turned out to
be a beautiful day on the water. The wind was light but steady and blew the competitors around the buoys,
then south toward the finish line abeam of the Island at Marker 21. All boats finished, some having sailed a
shortened course. Congratulations are in order for Katie Laing on Half a Cat in First Place, Melissa Tribou on
S/V Linda in Second Place, and Stephanie Ring on Alivio in Third Place. Many thanks are in order. First and
foremost, I want to thank the skippers, crew and boat owners for taking the steps needed to sail this year and
make this Regatta a reality, thus continuing MYC’s unbroken record of the longest ongoing yearly Women’s
Regatta in the country! I know that every boat encountered some sort of challenge that could have kept them
away - lack of crew, broken boat, long “commute”, inexperience, and safety concerns. But obstacles were overcome and we had a great turn out.
Racers were supported by an outstanding Race Committee: Pat Lambert, Art Crocker, Peter Fischel, Lean
Williams, Tom Knowlton, and Del Wiese. All had input into the online Regatta paperwork and virtual
procedures. A special thanks to Tom Knowlton who took time out from his vacation to score the race. After the
race finished, five of the Mermaid boats and a couple other MYC boats anchored off the island to cool off and
relax. A huge shout-out goes to Christopher Salmon, Lean Williams, and Gordon Drysdale, who took it upon themselves to set up an impromptu Island Grill and Snack Shack. They provided burgers, dogs, and drinks
to literally anyone and everyone who came ashore, even the little Mermutt, who wandered over, got fed! An
extra special thank you goes to Gordon for making Felix (the Cat) available to ferry Mermaids to and from
shore all afternoon.
It was really a fabulous day that will be remembered by many for a long time. This report would not be complete without giving credit to MYC’s original Mermaid, Rachel Ross, who started the MYC Mermaid Regatta 42
years ago. Not willing to let the guys have all the fun she took the helm and crafted the special day into an
event that MYC and the Mermaids look forward to every year. This year Rachel couldn’t be with us for the regatta, but she would have if her health had allowed it. Over the years, her boat, Sleighride, has by far, welcomed the most new Mermaids aboard. Many of them became club members and better sailors. So fittingly,
the Golden Mermaid Award will go to Rachel, the Mermaid Queen! Many new Mermaids who were out on the
water this year asked, “What’s next, where do I go and what can I do to sail and learn more?” The answer is
obvious, “come to MYC”. So, MYC members, please ask yourselves this question. What can I do to uphold the
club’s mission to “stimulate interest in boating and yachting, the science of navigation and the art of seamanship, to promote a fraternal spirit among its members and with other yachtsmen and yacht clubs”? Let’s be like
Rachel and help these new enthusiasts become really good sailors and make some new and fun
friends along the way. After all, sailing is the most fun, when we have fun people to sail with!
It was a pleasure to serve as the 2020 Mermaid Regatta Chairman. I look forward to sailing with you all in the
future.

Karen Williams / Chairman / 2020 Mermaid Regatta Race
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Entertainment
With Phase 3 upon us, the club is fully open. Please email Kara Mathews at
mycentertainment@melbourneyachtclub.com or call her at 321-508-0150 with any get
togethers you would like to have. She can help you facilitate with anything such as flyers,
email promotion, volunteer sign up and food purchases. With Covid precautions still in place,
parties will not be planned blindly. An interest and demand will need to be expressed for such
endeavors to take place.

Kara Matthews / Entertainment

Space Coast Sailing
Space Coast Sailing resumed operations nearly two months ago and now we are running wide open. Fortyone sailors have practice two days a week. Also, there are scrimmages with around 18 boats every other week
and regattas approximately monthly. In addition, a number of our sailors participate in dinghy and keelboat
races most weekends at MYC. As a special treat, Coach Ben brought in a very accomplished guest coach one
weekend. In addition, we’ve been to three regattas. At the most recent one, held at the US Sailing Center in
Jensen Beach, our sailors finished 1,2,3,5 and 6 in the O’Pen Skiff class, 1,2 and 7 in the 420s and 1 in Opti
Gold.
None of this would be possible without all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as
Southern Pine Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person,
Intracoastal Brewing, FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Sleighride, Goin’ Deep, Ginny II, Mamook,
Vanderveer Properties, Phantom, the Heinen and Brasselton families, Firm Options, Santarella,
Ferguson’s Automotive and Marine, Long Doggers, Coppercoat USA, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello,
CPA.

Phil Spletter / Space Coast Sailing
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME and membership number on all
purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW: First and third Tuesday morning
of each month at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!
Help Needed
We need proofreaders for the monthly newsletter. If you are willing to help, please contact any of our
board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cons, and the Box Tops for Education,
in the plastic jars located near the door to the back deck. You can find the box tops on many of the
items in your pantry and on some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald
collection site. The box tops help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

MYC Ladies Book Club
The MYC Ladies Book Club meets the last Thursday of the month at 10:30am at the yacht club. All
ladies of the club are welcome! Email me at amylacy24@gmail.com to find out what this month's
book is and join us at the next meeting.
October 2020
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From the 42nd annual Mermaid Regatta, Melbourne Yacht Club, September 19, 2020
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
Oct 16 – Rum Race
Oct 17 & 18—Fall Small Boat Regatta
Oct 23-25 – Fall Big Boat Regatta
Oct 30 Full Moon Series
Nov 1 – Rum Race
Nov 4 – General Meeting

Nov 7—Volunteer Day
Nov 8 – Small Boat Sunday
Nov 15 – Rum Race
Nov 19 – Racing Calendar Meeting
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