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Commodore’s
Log
I waited till after the East Coast
Junior Regatta to write this
report. I must say the future of the sport of sailing is alive and well. So
many kids flooded the campus of MYC and FIT December 6th, all doing
what they needed to rig their vessels with little help from Mom and Dad.
The Skipper's Meeting outside in the MYC lower lot was filled with
bright eyes and colorful face masks. When the meeting was over a
parade of 45 sailboats and a dozen or more support/coach boats
ventured to the serene waters of the Indian River, half traveling 'cross
the ICW and the others (all Optimist Prams) just south of the Melbourne
Harbor Channel. MYC's membership once again stepped up to support
a wonderful day on the water and I would like to thank the members
who donated the use of their boats and/or time to allow us to get 3
races complete on a day that did not offer much wind. The efforts being
made within the Sailing Education programs including the Space Coast
Sailing instruction are certainly paying off for our local youth with a
significant improvement in their accomplishments on and off the race
course.
This year has been just so challenging for reasons I will not dwell on.
Our membership have not been able to use the MYC resources as they
were designed, our social programs have been squelched, our
festivities deleted. Pretty much the only thing that has held us tight are
the sailing events and our Sailing Education programs. Our
membership drive is stalled since it is a bit tough to promote our full
(Continued on page 2)
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amenities to persons of interest. But for those few "NEW" members I would like to say welcome and thank you.
I believe it was through the efforts of Rob Downey and the Sailing Ed programs along with Space Coast Sailing
that attracted most of our new members.
Here I will introduce the slate of officers and directors for the 2021 MYC Board as recorded by the Nominating
Committee:
 Commodore - Dave Noble
 Vice Commodore / Docks - Robert Scott
 Rear Commodore / House Paul Henderson
 Treasurer - Pam Crocker
 Secretary - Brenda Spletter
 Bar and Kitchen - Tim Williams*
 Entertainment - Frank Hujber
 Membership - Gail Martin
 Fleet - Chuck Tanner
 Sailing Education - OPEN**
* We will need a vote for a variance to allow Tim Williams to qualify for the slate (it will be a 3rd term Article 8, section 4 of the MYC By Laws.)
** For Sailing Ed, I need a figurehead, someone who can manage a half dozen 16 Hour Adult
Programs, a Spring Break Junior Program, a 10 week Summer Sailing Camp and a couple of Home
Schooling Programs. A good number of members willing to manage the individual programs and more
members offering to volunteer time with the programs and MYC has paid instructors to implement the
programs. What MYC does not have is a Director to control the needs and wants of all the programs.
At the January General Membership Meeting, January 6th, the Election of Officers will be held. Nominations
from the floor are welcome.
Changes to the Melbourne Yacht Club's Constitution and By Laws as proposed by the Board of Directors will
also be presented at the January General Membership Meeting. The redlines will be e-mailed to those
members identified on the "All MYC" e-mail list and a hard copy is available for review on the bulletin board at
MYC.
I wish for a happy Holiday to each of our members and the thoughts and prayers for the families who can not
be with their loved ones this year.

Dave Noble / Commodore

House
I hope everyone is doing okay and is well. I reported the volunteer
day event in the last issue with pictures. Everyone went home midday
on November 7th, but some of the volunteers returned during the
month and continued activities around the club. The largest ongoing
project for the month of November has been cleaning and re-staining
the back porch. The Annex project was finished in October and handed over to Education and
Fleet to organize and set up class and sail storage. The area under the porch was cleared, paved with pavers,
and lattice installed to cage in the area to store anchors and buoys. Thanks for helping out: Dave Noble, Clyde
Berry, and Art Crocker.
It will be nice to get the POD picked up and return to normal.
(Continued on page 3)
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The Deck re-stain project has been coming along nicely with all of the rail completed. The tasks that remains
are pressure washing the deck area and staining the actual deck and stairs. Thanks to Art Crocker, Marybeth
Scott, Clyde Berry, Brenda Spletter, Valerie Taylor and others during the Volunteer work day.
We accomplished a lot cleaning up the grounds during the Volunteer work day. I was able to process all the
yard debris and get it into the dumpster, with two pickups by the county.
This past week I messed up my left knee and have been sitting on the sideline and enjoying Thanksgiving.
I understand string lights were installed by Dean Butler and Art Crocker thanks to Dave and Lisa's Noble’s
suggestion.

Bottom line, it was a very productive month despite the rain and wind, and now the cold. We will finish up the
deck during December once it warms up a little.
We have had people sign up to mow the grass and trim during October and November. I did receive a couple
of lawn maintenance contacts given to me by Valerie Taylor as she rounded them up during her walks in
neighborhood. I will contact them soon.
The Commodore’s Ball planning is still on the burner, but on low with uncertainty surrounding the covid-19
upswing in infections in Brevard county. Will keep you posted.
Until next time, keep safe

Robert Scott, MYC Director of House, Vice Commodore

New Deadline: MYC Annual Charity Drive, Nov. 4 – Dec. 18, 2020
Heartfelt Thanks to those members who have already made generous donations to the 2020 Charity Drive!
This year’s agencies are The Space Coast Sailing Education Foundation and The Haven for Children.
2020 has been a challenging year for all of us – and for charitable agencies too, so please keep that in mind as
you consider your donation. Write your check to MYC, and please make sure to indicate on the envelope MYC
– Charity Drive, and also note Charity Drive on your check.
Call, text, or email Sally (sally.familton@gmail.com, 301-788-5550), Amy (amylacy24@gmail.com, 321-5443262), or Jacki (rchaser2@hotmail.com, 321-795-2156) are also glad to answer your questions.
Thank you for your support!

MYC Charity Committee 2020
December 2020

3

Grog Locker
Chit sales for the one Sunday in November when the bar was open
were $180.00.
Thanks to everyone for your patience while we try to figure out how
to offer members the maximum possible use of the club while
allowing them the opportunity to minimize their risks.
To do that, we will try opening the bar for a few events, with some limitations. We will open the bar for outdoor
consumption of drinks on Friday, December 18, for a dock party, with decoration of boats encouraged. We
also plan to open the bar on Sunday, December 20, Sunday, December 27, and Friday, January 1 for the
Hangover Regatta. Masks will be required at all times in the clubhouse, drinks must be taken outside.
We are opening not because we believe there is no risk, but because we believe that it should be up to
individual members to decide how much risk they are willing to assume.
As always, if anyone has any suggestions, questions, or comments (especially about ways to encourage social
distancing), please contact me, either at the club or by phone or e-mail. My e-mail is
timothywilliams@cfl.rr.com, my cell phone is (321) 794-7040.

Tim Williams, Rear Commodore / Bar

Fleet
Hello to all. Fall is here and maybe even a little winter. But that hasn't stopped MYC
members from getting on the water. Our Rum Races, Small Boat Sundays and Full Moon
Series continue. Additionally, there have been several other races and regattas for the local
sailing enthusiasts. Though November wasn't as busy as October, it was still a great month
to get on the water.
For December and January we have several races and regattas planned. There is a Dragon
Point J/24 and PHRF race hosted by the Indian River Yacht Club on December 5th. The MYC Youth Regatta
chaired by Phil Spletter with Pat Lambert as Principal Race Officer is Sunday December 6th. It is part of the
Florida East Coast youth series and attracts participants from all over the state to sail dinghies in a fun and
competitive environment. Then on January 1 is the annual MYC Hangover Regatta for both one-design and
PHRF competitors. What better way to start a new year?
Next year's Brevard racing schedule is in process and has experienced some hiccups due to COVID-19
issues. But the sailing groups from around the area are all marching forward with the intention that life and
sailing will return to normal next year. So, dates for races and regattas are being planned and they will be
posted on the MYC Calendar pages soon. There should be a solid set of events for racing and sailing in
Brevard next year.
Also, the Racing Rules 2021-2024 seminar planned for January will be postponed until February or March due
to the pandemic. The club still wants to host an in-person event and recent developments have made that
unfeasible. This will be a very informative and interesting seminar and I want to ensure that everyone can
participate. Updates to be sent out as soon as they are set.
So, though technically we don't "Frostbite" down here, let's get out on the water and enjoy the cooler
temperatures and northern breezes.
See you out there,

Peter Fischel / Fleet
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Dock Notes
Merry Christmas and Seasons Greetings from the Docks!
To ensure any guests visiting the MYC west T-dock, signs have been placed on the west side
of the west dock indicating that docking is not allowed. Also, laminated illustrations of the
docks have been placed inside the dock sub-panels that show which sub-panel breakers control which outlets of the docks, thanks Rob Van Name.
Thank you to the members that supplied their annual wet slip renewal documentation. There
are still quite a few members that still need to supply the information, and they are listed below. If you have not
submitted this information, please do so to avoid being fined or placed on the dock slip inactive list. The following folks have yet to provide the required documents: Stord, Matthews, Schaub, Williams, Parker, Gibson,
Ford, Lambert, Gates, Nesbitt, Freeman, Kjerulff, Villa, Anderson.
Please send your required dock slip renewal information to me or Robert Van Name.
See you out on the water –
Paul Henderson, MYC Dockmaster

Space Coast Sailing
The Melbourne Yacht Club hosted the final regatta of the fall semester on December 6. Sixty two sailors from
St. Augustine to Palm Beach enjoyed light conditions and excellent race management. Space Coast Sailing
sent 19 sailors, some for their first regatta. All showed the result of the hard work that they have been putting
in. SCS has been sailing in three classes and comprised six of the possible nine top-three finishes. It was a
very good day. It takes a lot of planning and work to host and attend a regatta so many thanks to MYC and
their volunteers as well as the parents who load, move and unload the boats twice per regatta.
The word about our program is spreading. The Winter 2020 edition of Space Coast Living magazine has a
very nice article about the program.
None of this would be possible without all who support to our program including EGYC and MYC as well as
Southern Pine Lumber, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes Benz of Melbourne, Flavin, Nooney and Person,
Intracoastal Brewing, FPL, Keron LLC, Ciao Bella, Sleighride, Goin’ Deep, Ginny II, Mamook,
Vanderveer Properties, Phantom, the Heinen and Braselton families, Firm Options, Santarella,
Ferguson’s Automotive and Marine, Long Doggers, Coppercoat USA, Noble Awards and Craig Rastello,
CPA.

Phil Spletter / Space Coast Sailing
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Sailing Education
Beginning in March, through Summer and early Fall, MYC had flourishing instructional
programs. Now, the coming of a predicted worst period of COVID-19 has temporarily put a
halt to the adult sessions. My hope was to have one adult session per month. The week-day
home school program will continue with another 15 weeks to begin in January.
We will get through this and when we do, there will be need of a new Sailing Education
Director come February. I hope someone reading this may become that person. Of board positions at MYC,
this directorship is not the simplest nor the most difficult but unmistakably important.
It was 2018 and waiting for wind during a prolonged start for racing on ‘Linda’ when the importance was clearly
described. I will never forget the words of Dick Tillman. “Rob, you know how we got here don’t you? It is
because people stepped up, showed us how and cared that sailing continue. They were people like you and
me”. His final statement after 20 minutes of cajoling was too striking to dismiss and right then knew I had to
accept the role.
I am no Dick Tillman but with my humble request, hope that someone will hear me as I did when Dick spoke his
word to me. On this beautiful Sunday morning I’ve just returned from a wonderful scene. MYC was the staging
area for a Florida regional youth regatta and the place was bustling with activity. Junior sailors and parents
prepped four classes of boats, all eager to get out on the water. I looked down from the club’s deck realizing
this was just as he said it should be.

Rob Downey / Sailing Education
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INVOICE REMINDER: Please remember to use (and print clearly) the
PRIMARY MEMBER'S LAST NAME and membership number on all
purchases; Bar Checks, House Checks, Bosun Locker Checks, etc. Also,
please include your membership number on personal checks.

ARTS-N-CRAFT CREW: First and third Tuesday morning
of each month at 10:00 AM.

US Sailing Number
MYC is a cooperating group member with Boat US. The Group ID
Number is GA80782Y and can be used to sign up for half-price Boat
US Memberships.

Warning
Fuel storage is never allowed in
the Annex!
Not even a little!!
Help Needed
We need proofreaders for the monthly newsletter. If you are willing to help, please contact any of our
board members.

Tabs and Box Tops
Please remember to deposit the tabs from your beer and soda cons, and the Box Tops for Education,
in the plastic jars located near the door to the back deck. You can find the box tops on many of the
items in your pantry and on some items in your freezer. The tabs go to the Ronald McDonald
collection site. The box tops help teachers purchase supplies for their classes.

MYC Ladies Book Club
The MYC Ladies Book Club meets the last Thursday of the month at 10:30am at the yacht club. All
ladies of the club are welcome! Email me at amylacy24@gmail.com to find out what this month's
book is and join us at the next meeting.
December 2020
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MYC Christmas Dock Party
When : Friday December 18th @ 6:00 pm
Decorate your boat
and let’s celebrate
the Christmas Season. Prizes will be
awarded for the best
decorated boat.
Outside bar will be
open. Bring an appetizer or pot-luck to
share.
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The Tell Tale is the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Yacht Club. Deadline for submissions is the first Wednesday of the month.
All MYC members are encouraged to submit
articles or notices of interest to the Club.

Calendar
Dec 18—MYC Christmas Celebration
Dec 27 – Fall Rum Race Makeup
Jan 1 – Hangover Regatta
Jan 6—General Membership Meeting
(Election of Officers)
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